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PREFACE. 



The following work professes little more than 
to have drawn into one focns, the thoughts and 
feelings of many of the wise and excellent of the 
earth, on the all-important subject of maternal 
duties, and to have presented from God's word the 
strongest encouragements and warnings to those 
who either follow or disobey its commands on this 
matter. 

The only apology further offered for the intru- 
sion of the present work on the public, will be 
in the words of the excellent Doddridge — ^* We 
are so near the eternal state, and must so soon 
be silent in the dust, that methinks nothing which 
looks like a call of Providence, directing to any 
opportunity of doing good to the souls of men, 
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should be neglected. And if these obvious but 
weighty truths may, through tlie concurrence 
of divine grace, be made useful but to one in- 
dividual, I shall think this little labour abun- 
dantly repaid, even though many others should 
say, as they probably will, that I have made a 
little addition to the number of unnecessary 
books with which the world is already encum- 
bered." 

Southampton, March 1833. 



INTRODUCTION. 



When %t» efndeinic disease is raging in a country, 
the consideration of the most experienced and 
skilfal practitioners is aroused, to discoTcr the 
sources of the evil, and the remedies which must 
be applied, to arrest its progress aaftd accomplish 
its remoral. And when Sin is sweeping like a 
torrent through the land, sapping the very foun* 
dations of society, destroying ancient instituticms, 
and threatening the overthrow even of religion 
itself, is it not time to ask, What is the cause 
of this mighty evil ? — and how should it be met? 
and how can its progress be stemmed ? 

We have only to turn to the state of education 
in our land, to the seminaries whero the present 
race have been trained, and to a deeper source 
still, to the prayerless, indifferent^ or ignormt 
motiiers, who have made the first and most inde-^ 
lible impressions €« the minds of their children ; 
and to the gay and thoughtless ones, who have 
abandcmed them to the care of uninstructed do^ 
mestics; and, alas, to the really well-meaning 
ones, who have erred through weakness or self* 
love; aad then ask, have you aot « sufficient 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

answer to the question. Why does sin abound? 
Here then we must begin to apply the remedy : it 
is useless to lop off the vagrant shoots, the root 
must be made good, that the branches may bear 
good fruit. 

Is it not evident that there is a loosening of the 
bands which used to hold together the different 
classes of society, and in families, as the minor 
models of larger communities, that the evil must 
have had its rise? The prompt obedience, and 
deference of former days, for parental authority, 
is superseded by conceit and insubordination ; and 
this spirit, once excited, will afterwards brook no 
control. 

But why should the blame of all this evil, or 
even a large share of it, rest on the mothers? — 
Because God has ingrafted in their minds, and 
in those of their offspring, so deep and strong a 
mutual attachment, that the maternal influence 
during the years of infancy, when the mind is 
susceptible is illimitable ; — and because in com- 
passion to children He has made the duties of 
mothers to lie in so narrow a sphere, that they 
may give to them that close and undivided atten- 
tion, which a father cannot bestow. 

We do not excuse the latter from his duties ; 
for the word of God abounds with commands to 
parents, unitedly to train their children in the 
fear of the Lord ; and with promises of the most 
abundant blessings to those, who thus walk in the 
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way of his commandments. — Suppose this to be 
the universal practice, would not the land be 
** full with blessing of the Lord ? *' — But it is on 
all hands allowed, that the direct opposite is the 
case at present. — The evil then must be attacked 
at its foundation ; — mothers must be mothers 
indeed — ^not '' sacrificing their sons and their 
daughters to devils''— not offering them up to 
that great Moloch, the world ; but by fervent 
prayer, a consistent example, and diligent train- 
ing, '< offer them to God, a holy and acceptable 
sacrifice/' 

It is the common feeling of mothers, when their 
children, from want of due restraint, have become 
too unruly to submit to their control ; ' Well we 
have but to place them under the care of some 
superior teacher, or send them to a good school, 
and all will be set to rights/ Wonders are ex- 
pected from this change of circumstances, and 
if it does not produce all the anticipated results, 
the blame is thrown on those who had first all to 
undo, and then to prepare the soil for culture, 
which was so filled with weeds that they could 
not cast in good seed, lest it should at once be 
choked. Much, it is true, may be done, even 
with the most unpromising characters, when this 
work and labour of love is undertaken in the fear 
of the Lord ; but a|l cannot be accomplished. — 
Even should the child become converted through 
the grace of God; yet even to the end of his 
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days, he wiU hare to fight and strive against the 
early impressions which nothing can eirase. 

But let us imagine for a mcnnent a country in 
which eyery family was consecrated to God, every 
house was a temple, and every heart an altar, 
what would — ^what must result ? What would be 
the condition of that land? Sin could noi be 
excluded, for it will dwell to the last, even in 
the renewed soul ; but it would be brought under 
subjection, it would no longer have the dominioB. 
Satan would tempt, but his fiery darts would be 
met by the shield of faith ; death would still con- 
tinue his ravages, but his visits would be those 
of a friend and not of a foe. 

But it will be objected, ' This is a mere Utopian 
dreani>-such a state of things can never exist on 
this earth/ But because we cannot attain to 
the perfection we desire, are we therefore to do 
nothing? Would not a small degree of this hap- 
piness be worth attaining? And the quantum of 
this would be in proportion to the number of 
mothers who united heart and hand in the work. 

Did Abraham cease to pray for Sodom because 
fifty righteous men were not found in it? And 
cannot fifty mothers be found in this land, ** who 
sigh and cry for the abominations of it;" and 
who would fain consecrate themselves in any way 
to do the work of the Lord ? Are tbet*e not many 
who err, because having never been rightly taught 
themselves, they really know not how to begin ; 
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tiuMigh they woald think no sacrifices too ^eat 
to make to promote the welfare of their beloved 
offspring? 

Let them stop and think ; let them look into 
tiieir Bibles, and ^ hear what God the Lord will 
speak/' He has there given them plain directions 
— He has laid down four simple rules by which 
they are to go— He has said that consistency, self- 
denial, faith, and prayer, are the only means they 
need employ to accomplish the end they desire to 
attain, and that these means never fail. 

The excellent Mrs. Huntington, from whose 
Memoirs several extracts have been made in this 
little work, joined with many pious mothers in 
appointing a certain hour in every week, which 
they either unitedly, or at their separate houses, 
devoted to the purpose of soliciting the blessing 
of God on their offspring. This they called a 
Maternal Association, and from it their families 
no doubt reaped essential benefits, for God ** hath 
not said to tiie seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
vain.'' — Were this plan to be generally adopted, 
many would be found ** asking the way to Zion,*' 
who are now running in '* the broad road that 
leadeth to destruction/' 

Another means of much usefulness, is that 
of praying with children singly, not as a stated 
and formal, but as a solemn and occasional act. 

There is one class of persons, to whom some 
of these remarks may come, with a deeply painful 
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feeling; a conviction of their truth, when the 
time is gone by for their application. Those 
parents especially, who themseWes received the 
knowledge of the truth long after the birth of 
their children, and who have not been awakened 
to a sense of the value of their souls, till the 
sowing time was past. To such we would say, 
Pray for them the more earnestly ; " let the time 
past of your life suffice to have wrought the will 
of the Gentiles;" and though *' the flower when 
offered in the bud'' is accepted of God, He will 
not reject your sacrifice now, because you " sinned 
ign'orantly in unbelief." The very grace which 
has called you in at the sixth or eleventh hour, 
should be your encouragement to believe that 
God has a blessing in store for your children also. 
Constant and pressing engagements have delayed 
the completion of the little volume now presented ' 
to the public ; the scattered materials of which 
the Editor has been for a long time gradually 
accumulating. It was not till a late period that 
the admirable work of the Rev. Christopher An- 
derson on the Domestic Constitution, fell into her 
hands, of copious extracts from which she thank- 
fully availed herself; and cordially reconmaends 
the perusal of the entire volume to such parents 
as desire to see the &pheme of a Christian family^ 
here only hinted at, fully drawn out. 

M. 



SECTION I. 



ON MATERNAL INFLUENCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

What if God should place in your hand a diamond, and tell yon 
to inscribe on it a sentence, which should be read at the last 
day, and shewn there as an index of your own thoughts and 
feelings i What care, what caution would you exercise in the 
selection I Now this is what God Juu done } He has placed before 
you immortal minds, more imperishable than the diamond, on 
which you are about to inscribe every day, and every hour, by 
3rour instructions, by your spirit, or by your example, something 
which will remain, and be exhibited for or against you at the 
judgment day. Patson. 



« 

ON MATERNAL INFLUENCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY. 



ON MATERNAL INFLUENCE. 

Maternal inflaence miist be ^eat, because God 
has said it shall be so. The parent is not to 
stand reasoning and calculating. God has said 
that his character shall have influence. Ii| the 
exercise of this influence, there are two dangem 
to be avoided^^excess of sererity is one danger. 
My mother on the contrary would talk to me, and 
weep as she talked : I flung out of the house with 
an oath, but wept too when I got into the street* 
Sympathy is the powerful engine of a mother. I 
was desperate, but there are soft moments to Bu6h 
desperadoes. Qod does not at once abandon them 
to themselves. There are times when the man 
says, * I should be glad to return, but I should 
not like to meet that face,' if he has been treated 
with severity. Yet excess of laxity is another 
danger. The case of Eli aff'ords a serious warning 
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on this sabject. Instead of his mild expostula- 
tions on the flagrant wickedness of his sons, 
" Nay, my sons, it is no good report that I hear," 
he ought to have exercised hM authority as a 
parent and magistrate, in punishing and restrain- 
ing their crimes. Cecil. 



The public state of religion in the world must 
entirely depend on the care bestowed on the cul- 
tivation of it in prirate families. If the nursery 
be neglected, how is it possible that the planta- 
tion should prosper? Such as the families are 
of which congregations, churches, and kingdoms 
are composed, such will be the flourishing or 
decayed state of religion in these larger com- 
munities ; and consequently it as as clear as noon 
day, that the disregard shewn to God in our 
households, is the fatal source of that amazing 
corruption of manners in the present age, which 
almost every one pretends to lament, but almost 
none sets himself in earnest to reform. Would 
you put a stop to abounding iniquity and promote 
the cause of God and religion? begin at home, 
and let your Maker have that honour in your 
families to which he is entitled. 

Key. W. Walker. 
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Hast thou sound|d the depth of yonder sea, 
And counted the Jfeinds that under it be ? 
Hast thou measured the height of heaven above ? 
Then may'st thou mete a mother's love. 

Hast thou talked with the blessed of leading on 
To the throne of God some virandering son ? 
Hast thou witnessed the angels* bright employ ? 
Then may'st thou speak of a mother's joy. 

Evening and mom hast thou watch'd the bee 
Go forth on her errands of industry ? — 
The bee for herself hath gathered and toiled ; 
But a mother's cares are all for her child. 

Hast thou gone with the traveller, tho' afar» 
From pole to pole, and from star to star? 
Thou hast — but in ocean, earth, or sea. 
The heart of a mother has gone with thee. 

There is not a grand inspiring thought : 
There is not a truth by wisdom taught ; 
There is not a feeling pure and high. 
That may not be read in a mother's eye. 

And ever since earth began, that look 
Has been to the wise an open book. 
To win them back from the love they prize. 
To the holier love that edifies. 



There are teachings on earth, in sky, in air : 
The heavens the glory of God. declare ; 
Bat more load than the voice heneath, above, 
He is heard to speak thro^ a mot|pr's love. 

Anonymous. 



Never for one day forget, that the first book 
children read — nay, that which they continue to 
read, and by far the most influential — ^is that of 
their parents' example, and daily deportment. — 
If this should be disregarded by you, or even for- 
gotten, then be not at all surprised when you find 
another day — ^to your sorrow and vexation, and the 
interruption of your business, if not the loss of all 
your domestic peace and harmony — that your chil- 
dren only < know the right path, but still follow 
the vETong/ Anderson. 



The proper developement of the infant, requires 
powers and virtues, and an enlightened never-fail- 
ing love, of which a parent only is capable. But 
a perverted education has rendered the generality 
of mothers equally insensible to the evils to which 
they expose their children, and to the humiliation 
of placing themselves under the direction of nurses 
and governesses ; of allowing tb^n to usurp the 
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post and fulfil the sacred duties which parents 
ought to consider as their inalienable right and 
their dearest privilege. This perverted education 
has robbed them of the fulnesg of haf^iness of 
their children ; tlMir home, their earthly paradise ; 
of the blessedness, the internal blessedness, a 
mother should feel in unfolding the powers oi th« 
young immortals committed to her charge. 

Hints to Pabbnts, 



As from the eyes of some individuals, and the 
tongues of others, there issues an evil influence ; 
as between the vital spirits of friends and relatives 
there is a cognation, and they refresh each other 
like social plants, so in parents and their children 
there is so great a society of nature and of man- 
ners, of blessing and of oursing, that an evil 
parent cannot perish in a single death; neither 
can holy and consistent parents eat their meal 
of blessing alone ; but they make the room shine 
like the fire of a holy sacrifice. 

jEREmr Taylor. 
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Throughout all ages, in evefy nation, and in 
every stage of society, the period of life in which 
the moral and intellectual faculties begin to be 
developed, has been committed to female care. 

In nations that are yet in the first stages of ci- 
vilization, the duties of the mother are comprised 
within a narrow compass. She has only to culti- 
vate the perceptions of her children, by increasing 
their senses of seeing, hearing, &c. and to excite 
in their hearts a few strong prejudices, which are 
to call certain passions into action. Her e£forts 
being directed to the accomplishment of a certain 
end, are invariably crowned with success. 

The same may be observed in nations pretend- 
ing to civilization, but where all the powers of the 
human mind have been systematically crippled 
and degraded by bigotry and superstition. The 
task of the bigot mother is to form the character 
of a bigot; and in this task she succeeds, because 
she is capable of comprehending all that it re- 
quires. May we not thence infer, that where 
more enlightened views of human character pre- 
vail, a proportionate effect would be produced by 
education, were the object at which we aim pre- 
viously ascertained? While our notions upon 
this subject are vague and indistinct, the course 
we pursue will be too desultory to lead to those 



ON MATERNAL INFLUENCE. 16 

beneficial results, to which the wishes of every 
good parent invariably point. It is, however, to 
be feared, that even good parents do not always 
guard against inconsistency in their wishes, with 
regard to the effect they desire to produce on their 
children's minds. They forget that the love of God 
and of Mammon are incompatible : and that if the 
affections and desires of the heart are early and 
powerfully directed to the latter, the influence 
of the former principle will be totally unfelt. 

Of the strength of those associations, which give 
a direction to the desires or aversions of the in- 
fant ndnd, we have abundant proof. It is in this 
respect, that the influence of the mother produces 
the most lasting and the most important conse- 
quences. So fully has this truth been demon- 
strated, that I am supported by the first authorities 
in asserting that, could the biographers of illus- 
trious men attain a perfect knowledge of all they 
had received from early education, such a lustre 
would thereby be thrown on the maternal charac. 
ter, as would render additional proofs of its influ- 
ence superfluous and absurd. 

The causes which obstruct the operation of that 
influence, which the instructions of a virtuous 
mother ought invariably to possess, deserve our 
attention, and may be best understood by inquiring 
into the circumstances under which the most per- 
manent associations appear to have been formed. 

Hamilton* 
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It is well for us tbat we are bom babes in in- 
tellect. Could we understand and reflect upon one 
half of what most mothers at that time say and do 
to us, we should draw conclusions in favour of our 
own importance, which would render us insup- 
portable for years. Happy the boy whose mother 
is tired of talking nonsense to him before he is old 
enough to know the sense of it. 

Guesses at Truth. 



amt 



ON EARLY CULTIVATION. 

The susceptibility, the tenderness of heart and 
conscience, which exist in childhood, constitute a 
most interesting, desirable, and useful preparation 
of the mind to receive evangelical truths and 
religious iihpressions, and invest it with all the 
variety and fertility of spring. Almost every 
thing which the eye discerns is then fair, deliglit* 
ful, and promising. Let no person to whom God 
has committed the useful, honourable, and happy 
employment of cultivating minds, be idle at this 
auspicious season. On faithful, wise, and well 
directed labours^ busily employed at this period 
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of the human year, the mildest winds of heaven 
breathe, its most fertilizing showers descend,. and 
its softest and most propitious sun-shine sheds its 
happy influence. He who loses this golden season, 
will, when the autumn arrives, find nothing in his 
fields but barrenness and death. Dwiqht. 



Seeing such a train of blessings, both as to this 
life and that which is to come, follows upon a holy 
education of children, I will not dismiss the point 
till I have discharged my duty, in exhorting 
parents and children to their duties. And first, I 
beseech you who are parents, to remember how 
heavy a duty lies upon you. Consider how near 
the relation is between you and your children; 
how much you are concerned in their happiness 
and misery. Consider that God has charged you 
with their souls as well as their bodies. This 
appears by two sorts of precepts; precepts laid 
directly upon you. Deut. vi. 6, 7. " And these 
words which I command thee this day shall be in 
thine heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and thou shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up." Eph. vi. 4. " And ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 

c 
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the Lord." And by precepts laid on them to obey 
you, Eph. vi. 1. " Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord, for this is right." Which plainly im- 
plies your duty as well as expresses theirs. What 
shall comfort you at the parting time if they die, 
through your neglect, in a Christless condition ? 
Oh this is a cutting consideration. My child is in 
hell, and I did nothing to prevent it ! I helped 
him thither! Duty discharged is the only root 
of comfort in that day. If you neglect to instruct 
your children in the way of holiness, will the 
devil neglect to instruct them in the way of wic- 
kedness? — No. If you will not teach them to 
pray, he will teach them to curse, swear, and lie. 
If ground be uncultivated, weeds will spring up. 
If the season of their youth is neglected, how little 
probability is there of any good fruit afterwards ! 
How few are converted in old age! A twig is 
brought to any form, but grown limbs will not 
bow. There is none in the world so likely as you 
to be instruments of their eternal good. You have 
advantages which none other has ; the interests 
you have in their affections, your opportunities to 
instil the knowledge of Christ into them, being 
daily with them, Deut. vi. 7, and your knowledge 
of their tempers. If therefore you neglect them, 
who shall help them? The consideration of the 
great day should move your bowels of pitj^ for 
them. Oh remember that text, " I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God, and the books 
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were opened, and another book was opened, which 
is the book of life ; and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works." What a sad thing will 
it be to see your dear children at Christ's left 
hand ! Oh do your utmost to prevent this 
misery ! Flavel. 



Let the consideration of the universal sinfulness 
and corruption of mankind, awaken thy spirit, 
and stir up thy diligence, and endear all the 
watchfulness in the world for the service of God, 
for there is in it some difficulty, and an infinite 
necessity. Jeremy Taylor. 



The only solid and true foundation of all mora- 
lity, is found in the first relations between the 
mother and the child. Mothers ! think much of 
this ! it is from your influence upon your babes 
that all their future lives depend. If it be your 
duty to give a just direction to their first ideas, it 
is still more so to develope and fix their earliest 
sensations, and moral affections. The same means 
should be employed for both ; simplicity, truth, 
precision. Let the idea precede the expression, 
and cause the want of it to be felt ; and let the 

c 2 
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expression fix the idea. In the same manner as 
jrou should guard, as far as it is possible, against 
maiming the head, the eye, the hand, the eat*, 
before the sight of these objects, a thousand times 
repeated, has imprinted the idea of them on the 
mind ; so you should guard against making them 
talk of loTe, and gratitude, and confidence, before 
these sentiments have taken deep root in their 
hearts. I demand much, it is true ; but all which 
I ask, nature and God demand equally. The 
observation of these natural and direct laws, only 
appears to you difficult, because you wish to join 
with them those which you have imposed upon 
yourself, and which society has imposed upon 
you : these form truly an iron yoke. The world, 
and the prejudices you have imbibed in your in- 
tercourse with it, have stifled in you the convic- 
tion of the precious and intimate relations which 
subsist between your first maternal cares, and the 
developement of the moral powers of your children. 
With this conviction, the warmth, and the truth 
of maternal affection disappears likewise. You 
always say, indeed, that you love your children : 
but you feel it no longer. What poor deluded 
beings you are ! Silence, then, the voice of these 
deplorable prejudices ; retire into yourselves. 
Seek there the secret of that all-powerful force, 
without which you would not be worthy the name 
of mothers ! Repulse this miserable world which 
besets yon, which would tear you from yourselves,^ 
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and from yonr most sacred duties. Has it any 
dearer interest to offer you ? Has it in reserve for 
you any greater happiness ? Forget, if necessary, 
all other labour, all other attachment, that you 
may be entirely occupied with the purity and 
holiness of your maternal vocation. It is in ful- 
filling in all its extent, this sublime vocation, 
that you will rejoice in the feeling of your power, 
and that you will draw near to God, your Creator, 
and the Creator of your child. The wonders of 
ike power, and of the goodness of that God, will 
be manifested to you in the cares that you will 
bestow upon your children; it is there that you 
will recognise, and that you will admire the work 
of Providence. Faith will grow up in the hearts 
of your children, as well as love, gratitude, and 
affection. What child will not believe on the 
God whom its parent invokes — on the God who 
takes care of its mother, as its mother takes care of 
it? But be careful never to pronounce this sacred 
name before him ; and above all, to cause him to 
repeat it, without having connected it with all 
that which is the most tender, sacred, and vene- 
rable in gratitude and confidence. Above all re- 
collect that it is according to the conduct you 
have displayed towards him, that the impression 
will be formed which he must receive of the name 
and knowledge of his God. 

If in your care for him, he has always experi- 
enced your love, his heart will be open to the love 
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of God, he will feel already that love, even in the 
vagueness of his first physical sensations. But, 
in the opposite case, the name of God will be to 
him but a vain sound. 

Mothers ! if you have not taught your babes how 
sweet the Saviour is, tremble lest they should 
never learn it ! Pestalozzi. 



I THINK I may say that, of all the men we meet 
with, nine parts of ten are what they are — good or 
evil, useful or not, — by their education. 

Locke. 



Instruction is the food of the mind, it is like 
the dew and the rain to the rich soil. As the 
soil, and the rain, and the dew, cause the tree to 
swell, and put forth its tender shoots; so do 
books, and study, and discourse feed the mind, 
and make it unfold its hidden powers. 

Cultivate therefore your own mind, receive the 
nurture of instruction, that the man within you 
may grow and flourish. Oh cherish then this 
precious mind, feed it with truth, nourish it with 
knowledge ; it comes from God, it is made in his 
image, — ^the mind of man is made for immortality* 

Barbauld. 
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Mother ! revere God's image in thy child! 
No earthly gift thy parent arms enfold ; 
No mortal tongue as yet, the worth hath told 
Of that, which on thy bosom, meek and mild, 
Rests its weak head. Oh ! not by sense beguil'd, 
Gaze on that form of perishable moald ! 
Though first by thee it liv*d, on thee it smil'd, 
Yet not for thee existence must it hold, 
For God's it is, not thine, thou art but one 
To whom that happy destiny is given. 
To watch the dawnings of a future heaven. 
And to be such in purity and love. 
As best may win it to that life above. 

Anonymous. 



ON MATERNAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

The woman who would educate her children with 
success, must indeed be endowed with sense 
sufficient to enable her to reflect on the motives 
which actuate her own conduct, and to examine 
into the tempers and dispositions of her own 
mind. Never must she for a moment fail to 
recollect, that with those objects, to which her 
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own desires invariably point, her children will 
naturally associate the idea of good; and with 
those which excite her aversion, they will con- 
nect the idea of evil : and that these associations, 
if not counteracted, will without doubt have an 
influence on the future character. 

In this point of view, the importance of early 
education is far greater than we can possibly 
calculate. Were the prejudices which prevent 
the due consideration of its importance to be 
happily removed, it would become a primary 
object of solicitude to the Christian, and the 
patriot, to raise the female mind to the sense 
of the dignity of a situation, which enables it 
not only to effect the happiness or misery of indi- 
viduals, but to influence the character of nations, 
and ameliorate the condition of the human race. 

When we observe how ineffectually throughout 
all ages, wisdom has laboured by her instructive 
lessons, to restrain the passions, which in infancy 
might have been subdued; to awaken the affec- 
tions, which might in infancy have been cherished ; 
and to invigorate those intellectual energies, which 
ought in infancy to have been exercised ; it will 
not seem hyperbolical to assert, that if mothers 
were universally qualified for the proper perform- 
ance of these important duties, it would do more 
towards the progressive improvement of the hu- 
man race, than all the discoveries of science and 
researches of philosophy ! Hamilton. 
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Deeply impressed with a sense of the vast im- 
portance of a mother's duties, and the lasting 
effect of youthful impressions, I this day resolve 
to endeavour at all times, by my precepts and 
example, to inspire my children with just notions 
of right and wrong, of what is to be avoided and 
what pursued, of what is sacredly to be desired 
and what unreservedly deprecated: and as my 
firm opinion is, that we are formed to glorify God, 
and that to enjoy him is our highest happiness, I 
will endeavour, by a life corresponding with this 
belief, to convince my children, that God's glory 
is my ultimate aim in all that I do — and the enjoy- 
ment of him, my most ardent desire, my unre- 
mitted pursuit, and my unspeakable comfort. I 
will endeavour, by avoiding all superfluous con- 
cerns about dress, furniture, worldly accomplish- 
ments, &c., not to counteract my precepts, and 
thus inspire my children with the idea, that what 
I say I think to be the highest good, I really view 
but as a secondary consideration; to act uni- 
formly, as if a desire after the one thing needful, 
was an abiding, influential principle, in all my 
conduct and pursuits. — May God give me grace 
to keep these resolutions ! 

Mrs. Huntingdon. 
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The well educating of their children is so much 
the duty and concern of Parents, and the welfare 
and prosperity of the nation so much depend on 
it, that I would have every one lay it seriously to 
heart. LociCE. 



The young and inexperienced are often disap- 
pointed and grieved, because they have enter- 
tained false views of the office of a mother. They 
have represented it to themselves as one full of 
unmixed delights ; they haye fancied themselves 
placed in the midst of a fair garden abounding 
with the sweetest flowers, which will yield un- 
dying blossoms, and unfailing odours ; which is 
infested by no serpents, defaced by no thorns, 
and only here and there they think a weed will 
spring up, which may be easily rooted out. This 
is to contemplate only one side of the picture, 
forgetting that no less in the mental and spiritual 
than in the natural world, the decree is gone 
forth, " Cursed is the ground for * man's* sake ; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life, 
thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee." 
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Yes, mothers, you may look npon your children 
'with all possible tenderness, and regard them 
with that intense love, from which the Lord him- 
self has condescended to draw comparisons, to 
prove his own love to his church ; but, remember 
that the beings upon whom you doat, ** are by 
nature the children of wrath" even as others ; that 
with all their endearments, they are '' enemies to 
God,*' " born in sin," and derive from yourselves 
a polluted nature. Look then upon them in this 
light, not to excite for them less love in your 
hearts, but to turn that love into its best channels, 
to turn it into prayers. Look at your offspring as 
under the curse, but look at them also as under a 
dispensation of the richest mercy : look at them 
as those whom the Saviour has invited you to 
bring to him, saying, '^ Suffer little children to 
come to me, and forbid them not ; for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven." Look at them, as 
those whose angels may for ever behold the face 
of their Father who is in heaven. But remem- 
ber how much responsibility, as to their future 
happiness or misery, rests with you. They can 
only see Gk)d reflected through you in the earliest 
years of their childhood ; they can only be con- 
scious of the existence of " the invisible God," 
through the tenderness of a mother's love ; of 
" the just God," through a mother's impartiality ; 
of the pardoning God, in a mother's forgiveness; 
of " the long-suffering God," in a mother's pa- 
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tience ; of the holy God, in a mother's purity. — 
Do yon then desire to see your child early love 
his ** Father who is in heaven/' he must first have 
loved his likeness in you^; it must be his father's 
and his mother's God that he will adore. Do you 
desire to see him early love prayer ? let him see 
you make it your meat and your drink. Do you 
want him to delight in the Scriptures? let him 
feel that it is from thence his mother has drawn 
her richest comforts, and her sweetest joys. Do 
you long to see him love the sanctuary and the 
sabbath ? let him find that on the holy day, and in 
the holy place, the most joy and gladness have 
beamed from his parent's countenance, and he 
will love them too. 

Will it be said, that this is too visionary, for 
that the evil heart of unbelief will not be so 
won? God's word cannot fail which saith, " Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it." Is it asked, 
Why then does the result so often prove the con- 
trary? It is answered. How seldom do we see 
such mothers ; and if we do here and there, will 
they tell us that their efforts have been in vain ? 
The truth is, that mothers are content with half- 
doing their work, and with leaving polluted nature 
to do its work likewise ; and above all, they little 
think how much their own character, actions, and 
feelings, will give the stamp and impress to the 
minds of their children ! 
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Look then, mothers, at your responsibility; 
Look at what God has given you to do ; but look 
not at it despondingly, but in the confidence of 
faith, saying, ' This my burden is too heavy for 
me to bear in my own strength, I cast it upon 
him who is able and willing to help me under it. 
This my child is too precious to be left to my 
weak efforts to train, " Lord, undertake it for me !'' 
This immortal spirit can be redeemed with no 
less a price than the blood of the Son of God; 
O Lamb of God take away its sins and mine ! ' 

Thus will your wants give you courage ; '^ out 
of weakness*' you will be '^ made strong,'' and 
^' blessed is she that believeth, for there shall be a 
performance of those things which were spoken to 
her of the Lord." M. 



In inculcating religion, we are rolling a stone up 
hill, which must be watched every moment, or it 
will soon bound down again. Nor can we hope 
to make any progress in our work, without con- 
tinued and painful efforts. To those who ac- 
knowledge the natural propensity of man to evil, 
and yet take so little pains to correct it in his 
education, I cannot refrain from addressing a few 
expostulations. Do you act in a similar manner 
with respect to any corporeal deformity to which 
your children may be subject? Do you not take 
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the best medical advice, and persevere, perhaps for 
many years, and at a great expence, and with very 
serious inconvenience, both to yourselves and 
your child, in the use of such means as may be 
recommended to you, for his recovery ? And yet 
the evil you labour to correct, probably a£fects 
only one part of his frame ; or the efforts of unas- 
sisted nature may remove it: and even if he 
should carry it with him to the grave, it may not 
be fatal to his present welfare, much less to his 
future happiness. But the disease to which his 
soul is subject is universal, pervading all his 
faculties and dispositions. 

Nature, , instead of affording a remedy, is its 
source ; and, if not counteracted, will infallibly 
render it more and more desperate : and the evils 
it threatens are of infinite magnitude, and of 
eternal duration. 

What then can you think of your negligence ? 
Are you not most cruelly deficient in your care 
of your offspring? And how will you render an 
account to that Being who has given you a sacred 
charge — to act as his vicegerents in their edu- 
cation? Babington. 
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Say, does thy bosom, yonthful mother, glow, 
For that fair child — thy tenderest caifi below? 
Say, does a love divine fill all that breast 
To which his infant form is fondly prest ? 
Oh ! think that unto thee a trust is given ; 
To train that lovM one for the bliss of heav'n ; 
That from the moment of that creature's birth, 
Thou art to him 6od*s delegate on earth ; 
Yea, more — thou art his priestess, and thy shrine 
Is an immortal soul ! Perform thy task divine. 

Anonymous. 



In the laudable anxiety of their hearts, two pa- 
rents with a family of infants playing around them, 
are heard to say — ' Oh ! what will, what can best 
educate these dear children?' I reply, look to 
yourselves, and your circumstances. Maxims and 
documents are good in themselves, and especially 
good for the regulation of your conduct, and your 
behaviour towards them ; but with regard to your 
children, you have yet often to remark, that many 
maxims are good, precisely till they are tried, or 
applied, and no longer. In the hands of many 
parents, they will teach them to talk, and very 
often little more. I do not mean to assert that 
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sentiments inculcated have no influence ; far from 
it; they have much, though not the most. But 
still, after all, it is the sentiments you let drop 
occasionally — ^it is the conversation they overbear, 
when playing in the comer of the room, which has 
more effect than many things which are addressed to 
them directly, in the tone of exhortation. Besides, 
as to maxims, ever remember, that between those 
which you bring forward for their use, and those 
by which you direct your own conduct, children 
have almost an intuitive discernment ; and it is by 
the latter they will be mainly governed, both during 
childhood, and their future existence. ^ 

The question however returns, What will edu- 
cate these children? And now I answer. Your 
example will educate them; — your conversation 
with your friends — the business they see you 
transact — the likings and dislikings you express ; 
these will educate them. The society you live in 
will educate them. Your domestics will educate 
them ; and whatever be your rank and situation 
in life, your house, your table, and your daily 
behaviour there; these will educate them. To 
withdraw them from the unceasing and potent 
influence of these things is impossible, except you 
were to withdraw yourself from them also. Some 
parents talk of beginning the education of their 
children : the moment they were capable of form- 
ing an idea, their education was already begun — 
the education of circumstances — insensible educa- 
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tion which is of more constant and powerful 
effect, than that which is direct and apparent. 

This education goes on at every instant of time ; 
it goes on like time ; you can neither stop it, nor 
turn its course. Whatever these, then, have a 
tendency to make your children, that, in a great 
degree, fou at least should be persuaded, they 
will be. Andbrson. 



YouLEZ-vous rendre chacun k ses premieres de- 
voirs? Commencez par les m^res; vous serez 
6tonn6, des changemens que vous produirez. 

Rousseau. 



Not a day, scarcely an hour, passes in which a 
judicious and attentive mother may not find op- 
portunities of improving the faculties of judgment 
and conception in her children* The great point 
to be attended to> is, the cooperation of thes6 
faculties in every point which she explains. If 
she goes beyond their reach, they will never be 
exerted. If she does not discriminate, she willy 
in her attempts at instructing the infant mind, be 
only giving a confused and indistinct knowledge 
of facts, instead of cultivating those faculties by 
which alone real and useful knowledge can ever 
be acquired. Hamilton. 

D 
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To mothers is entrusted the care of rational 
beings in the most important period of their exist- 
ence ; the springs of human conduct are in their 
hands. From them must the nascent passions and 
affections of the heart receive their direction ; by 
them must the germ of intellect foe taught to ex- 
pand ; foy them must the foundation be laid of all 
that is great and good, and admirable, in human 
character. These are the important privileges by 
which our sex is honoured ; these are the duties 
to which it is called. Hamilton. 



Tour children are immortal spirits, whom God 
hath for a time entrusted to your care, that you 
may train them up in all holiness, and fit them for 
the enjoyment of God, in all eternity. This is a 
glorious and important trust ; seeing one soul is 
of more value than all the world beside. Every 
child, therefore, you are to watch with the utmost 
care, that when you are called to give an account 
of each to the Father of Spirits, you may give 
your account with joy, and not with grief. 

Wesley. 
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Could parents be inspired with the necessary 
coumge to think for themselves, to ase their 
powers, and personally to undertake the develope- 
ment of their children, they would soon find tiiat 
there is not a more exquisitely delightful office 
than that of an instructor and educator of youth 
Let them not imagine that this is a mere asser- 
tion, because this feeling is not acknowledged 
by many of those who call themselves by these 
names. Let parents become what these profess 
to be, 'and they cannot fail to experience in their 
own heart, the reality of the assertion. If we are 
to have any improvement in education, it must 
arise from parents undertaking the employment 
most worthy of man, that of cooperating with 
divine grace in unfolding the faculties of im- 
mortal beings. They would not then remain 
satisfied if they did not see education continued 
in the same spirit by those to whom they might 
afterwards be under the necessity of committing 
their children. Hints to Parents. 



Every thing whatsoever that has relation to the 
human race, and particularly to the female part 
of ity becomes more and more interesting; and 

na 
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when the spiritual force is rightly directed in the 
first instance to the females, and then by them, 
we shall see an increase of improvement, which 
will be as surprising as it is delightful. I cannot 
lose an opportunity of pressing strongly, the pro- 
priety of giving to females the full and entire 
benefit of education, as it is on them that we rely 
for the greatest good in regard to human improve- 
ment. They are, when qualified, the fittest in- 
struments for the moral culture — the culture of 
the superior a£fections. J. 



A FATHER and mother have a duty to discharge, 
not only to their children, but to their children'^ 
children, to the furthest generation which they 
are permitted to see ; and in faith and prayer, and 
the other offices of invisible afifection, they have a 
duty to discharge to their utmost posterity : ancjlr a 
brother and sister have duties to discharge, not to 
their own children only, but to the children of 
their common father, and of their father's brethren, 
and of their father's name. And the more thi&i 
gentle intercommunion of affection, and cheap 
interchange of mutual love, is fostered in private, 
in a family, the more will it be prepared for enter- 
ing into the mystery of the church of Christ, and 
sympathizing with the manifold conditions, and 
helping the manifold wants of her various mem. 
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bers. Therefore it is called, the household of 
faith ; and the members of it are called brethren ; 
and Christ our elder brother, the first-bom of the 
house, and heir of all. Irving. 



It is surprising how quick children are in dis- 
covering the motives and dispositions of those 
about them, and in detecting any inconsistency 
between their practice and their professions. — 
This acuteness and sensibility, however, while they 
make a bad example extremely dangerous, give 
a proportionate weight and efficacy to a good one. 
Let a father uniformly adhere to simplicity and 
godly sincerity ; let him yield to no inducement to 
violate those beautiful and fundamental branches 
of the Christian character, by any appearance of 
present expediency, either in the management of 
his children, or in any other part of his conduct ; 
and employing, as he will, at the same time other 
fit means to promote the spiritual welfare of his 
offspring, he may look forward with confidence to 
a happy result. 

This example will be a daily lecture of the most 
impressive kind ; but no soundness of doctrine, 
no industry in teaching, no ability in persuasion, 
will be sufficient to afford him a rational hope of 
success, if his own example is opposed to his 
instructions, and the child has reason to suspect 
that he is acting a part. Babington. 
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Nature itself cries to you to take care yourself 
of your child, and never to abandon it to the 
hands of strangers. Is there another creature who 
can replace a mother ? Pestalozzi* 



What dost thou need, my little one, 
That I shduld ask and pray ? 

Scarce is thy tiny race begun 
Along life's dangerous way. 

Howe'er thy young ideas flow, 
No words their purport tell : 

Neither for good nor evil thou 
Art yet responsible. 

The feelings of thine infant heart 
Shall speech at length unveil ; 

And soon thy winning smiles impart 
Fresh interest to the tale. 

Yet then, alas ! shall acts perverse. 

Thy fatal lineage tell ; 
Thy wayward wishes choose the worse. 

The better part expel. 
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Tbro' every avenne of mind 

Will sin an entrance gain. 
And Satan with the world combined, 

Strive o'er thy will to reign. 

A brief, a momentary space, 

Thy little bark is moored : 
Now by the heaven-sent gales of gprace, 

Be its bright coarse ensured* 

We will not earthly wealth prepare. 

Its precious freight to form ; 
Its only store, effectual prayer, 

To meet each coming storm* 

Then onward o'er the dangerous sea ; 

For thou, its perils past, 
Through heaven's unchanged fidelity, 

Shalt anchor safe at last. 

E. 
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ON THE DUTY OF CONSISTENCY 
IN PARENTS. 

In the whole business of educating a child, steadi- 
ness of character in the parent is indispensable to 
success. The parent should be decisively seen 
always to approve and love the same things, and 
always to disapprove and hate such 'as are op- 
posed to them. A settled purpose should be con- 
tinually discovered in the parenf s conduct with 
regard to this great concern ; a purpose to fix in 
the mind of the child just views and principles 
of religion, and dispositions really and evangeli- 
cally virtuous ; — from this purpose nothing should 
appear to divert his attention, or withdraw his 
efforts. The religious education of his child 
should evidently appear to be a commanding 
business of his life : not a casual or occasional 
employment. A changing vibratory character in 
the parent, will prove him either to be unstable, 
or not in earnest. No attribute which is not ab- 
solutely vicious, is perhaps more unhappily found 
in the parental character. 

The parent who exhibits a steady, firm, unal- 
terable disposition, will naturally be believed by 
his children; — to love religion as he ought, — to 
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make it the chief business of his life, — to be 
deeply engaged in rendering tkem religions, — and 
in all his instmctions to mean what he says. The 
whole weight of his character will, therefore, ac- 
company his precepts, and enforce them in the 
most efficacious manner upon the minds of his 
children. 

To convince the child of this character in the 
parent, uniformity is of the last moment. What- 
ever is pursued at tim«s only, and in a desultory 
manner, children will never believe to be a serious 
object in the view of the parent. Whatever is 
sometimes exhibited in the light of importance, 
and at others in that of unconeern, will only 
awaken doubt, and ultimately produce indiffer- 
ence. Important objects, it is well known, al- 
ways wear this character, in the view of him who 
regards them as important, and are therefore felt 
and exhibited in one, and that in a serious man- 
ner. So plainly, and so entirely is this the fact, 
that children as easily as men discover at once 
the true place which any thing holds in the esti- 
mation of those around them, by the uniformity 
or inconstancy with which they attend to it, by 
the seriousness or levity with which it is accom- 
panied in their communications. 

That, and that only which is taught every day, 
or on every proper occasion, is ever believed by 
the pupil to hold a place of high importance in 
the mind of the instructor. On the contrary, 
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Whatever is taught occasionally only, with levity, 
or with indiflference ; or taught in a manner, now 
grave, now light — sometimes earnestly, and some- 
toes with negligence, regularly at one period, 
and with long intermissions at another, can 
scarcely be supposed to be of any great signifi- 
cance in the view of the teacher. . This language 
of nature can be misunderstood by none. The 
earliest and the weakest mind perceives it in a 
moment, as well as the oldest and the wisest. — 
If, then, parents wish to make deep and solemn 
impressions on their children, let them remember 
that uniformity in their instructions is indis-^ 
pensable. 

Uniformity should extend to every thing which 
concerns this subject. The instructions, the spirit 
with which they are enforced, nay, the very de- 
portment of the instructor, as well as the controul, 
example, and life, should always wear one con- 
sistent appearance of solemnity, earnestness, and 
entire conviction. Dwight. 



ON THE DUrr OF CONSISTENCY IN PARENTS. 48 



ON CONVERSING WITH CHILDREN. 

It requires great genius to throw the mind into 
the habit of children's minds. Nothing is easier 
than to talk to children, but to talk to them, as 
they ought to be talked to, is the very last effort 
of ability. Cecil. 



ON THE DUTY OF CONSISTENCY IN 

PARENTS. 

There is scarcely any subject concerning which 
I feel more anxiety, than the proper education 
of my children. It is a difficult and delicate sub- 
ject, and the more I reflect on my duty to them, 
the more I feel how much is to be learned by 
myself. The person who undertakes to form the 
infant mind, to cut off the distorted shoots, and 
direct and fashion those which in due time become 
fruitful and lovely branches, ought to possess a 
deep and accurate knowledge of human nature. 
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It is no easy task to ascertain, not only the prin- 
ciples and habits of thinking, but also the causes 
which produce them. It is no easy task, not only 
to watch over actions, but also to become ac- 
quainted with the motives which prompted them. 
It is no easy task, not only to produce correct 
associations, but to remove improper ones, which 
may through the medium of those nameless oc- 
currences, to which children are exposed, find a 
place in the mind. But such is the task of every 
mother, who superintends the education of her 
children. 

Add to this the difficulty of maintaining that 
uniform and consistent course of conduct, which 
children ought always to observe in their parents, 
and which alone can give force to the most 
judicious discipline ; and surely every considerate 
person must allow, that it is no small matter to 
be faithful in the employment of instructors of 
infancy and youth. Not only must the precept 
be given, " Love not the world," but the life must 
speak the same. Not only must we exhort our 
infant charge to patience, under their little priva- 
tions and sorrows ; but we must also practise 
those higher exercises of submission, which they 
will easily perceive, are but the more vigorous 
branches of the same root, whose feeble twigs they 
are required to cultivate. Not only must we 
entreat them, to ** seek first the kingdom of God," 
but we must be careful to let them see, that we 
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are not as easily depressed by the frowns, or elated 
by the smiles of the world as others. In short, 
nothing but the most persevering industry, in 
the acquisition of necessary knowledge, the most 
indefatigable application of that knowledge to 
particular cases, the most decisive adherence to 
a consistent course of piety, and above all the 
most unremitted supplications to Him, who alone 
can enable us to resolve and act correctly, can 
qualify us to discharge properly the duties which 
devolve upon every mother. 

Mrs. Huntington. 



SECTION II. 



ON THE ERRORS TO BE AVOIDED IN 
THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 

"To amend education, will inevitably induce amendmenii in 
society, in laws, and in gOTemment." 



ON THE ERRORS TO BE AVOIDED 

IN THB 

EDUCATION OF CHILDJIEN, 



ON ORIGINAL SIN. 

Is it not a fundamental error to consider children 
as innocent tieingS) whose weaknesses may per- 
haps want some correction, rather than as beings, 
who bring into the world a corrupt nature, and 
evil dispo^tions, which it should be the great end 
of education to rectify ? This appears to be such 
a foundation truth, that if I were asked. What 
quality is most important in an instructor of 
youth, I should not hesitate to reply, Such 
a strong impression of the corruption of our 
nature as should ensure a disposition to counter- 
act it, together with such a deep and thorough 
knowledge of the human heart, as should be ne- 
cessary for developing and controlling its most 
secret and complicated workings. 

Hannah Mors. 

B 
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ON THE NECESSITY OF COUNTERACTING 
THE NATURAL TENDENCY TO EVIL. 



(i 



And ye Fathers, proToke not your children to 
'wrath, but train them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord/' Eph. vi. 4. This passage 
should be rendered ' in the discipline and in- 
struction of the Lord/ 

The end of education is to counteract and 
remove all the corruption of nature ; and of Chris- 
tian education in particular. Set yourselves, 
therefore, ye Christian parents, to the work. In- 
deed it is not a little one. In order to accomplish 
it, you will need both the wisdom and the power 
of God, in order to root up instead of strengthen- 
ing, as most do, all those roots of bitterness which 
are by nature in the hearts of your children ; these 
are, self-will, pride, atheism, anger, falsehood, and 
idolatry. 

As self-will is the root of all sin and misery, so 
whatever cherishes this in children, ensures their 
after wretchedness and irreligion; and whatever 
checks and mortifies it, promotes their future hap- 
piness and piety. This is evident, if we consider 
that religion is nothing else but doing the will 
of God, not our own ; and that self-will, being the 



THE NATURAL TENDENCY TO EVIL. ftl 

gprand impediment to our temporai and eternal 
happiness, no indulgence of it can be trivial, no 
denial of it unprofitable. 

The next evil to be opposed is pride. In order 
to guard against this, never commend children to 
their face, either for their goodness, sense, or 
beauty. — It is deadly poison. It is the direct way 
to plunge their souls into everlasting perdition. 
— ^And suffer no other to do it if you can possibly 
prevent it. Lovingly shew them their faults, 
especially their wrong tempers, as soon as ever 
the understanding dawns. 

In particular, labour to convince them of athe- 
ism. Shew them that they are without God in the 
world ; that they do not know God ; that they do 
not love, delight in, or enjoy him. 

Do not encourage them in anger, by laughing 
at, or seeming pleased with their little fro ward 
tricks. Rather check them for the least appear- 
ance of it; much more for an angry word or 
action. 

Innure them to confess their faults, and to tell 
the truth at all hazards. 

Begin early to guard them against idolatry — 
against the love of the world, in all its branches. 
Do nothing to feed in them the desire of the flesh, 
that is, the pleasures of sense. Keep them, on this 
account (as well as on account of health) to the 
plainest, simplest diet. Do nothing to feed in 
them the desire of the eye. Let their dress also, 

£ a 
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be plain and simple. Let them neyer wear ai^ 
thing that is showy, any thing that is gay or glitf 
tering. Put nothing upon th^n that attracts tiie 
eye ; either their own or that of others. Give 
them nothing, nor sniffer others to gire them any 
thing that is purely ornamental. Wbslby. 



ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 

The right education of females is of the utmost 
importance to human life. There is nothing that 
is more desirable for the common good of all the 
world. For though women do not carry on the 
trade and business of the world, yet as they are 
the mothers and mistresses of families, that have 
for some time, the care and education of their 
children of both sorts, they are intrusted with 
that which is of the greatest consequence to 
human life. For as the health and strength, or 
weakness of our bodies, is very much owing to 
their methods of treating us when we were yonng, 
so the soundness or folly of our minds are not less 
owing to those tempers, and ways of thinking, 
which we eagerly received, from the love, tend^- 
ness, authority, and first conversation of our mo- 
thers. As we call our first language our mother- 
tongue, so we may justly call our first tempers, 
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OQF mother-t^npers ; and perhaps it may be found 
more easy to forget the language, than to part 
entirely with those tempers whioh we learnt in the 
nnrsery. It is therefore moch to be lamented, 
that this sex on whom so much depends, who 
have the first forming both of our bodies and onr 
minds, are generally not only educated in {Hide^ 
but in the silliest and most contemptible part 
of it. Law. 



The first step towards a woman's humility, seems 
to require a repentance of her education. 

Ibid. 



m 



ON INEQUALITY OF TREATMENT. 

It is not to be supposed that the majority of 
parents do not think of their children, and of their 
future well-being; but this is done periodically: 
and great inequality, if not entire relaxation, 
intervenes between these periods. At these mo- 
ments of reflection, oh could a wish but secure the 
end, the end would be gained at once ; but then 
they have as yet no system, which is in fact 
equivalent to having no principle. They are re- 
solved however to have a plan, and week after 



54 ON OVER.INDULGEKCE. 

week it is to be acted upon ; and that with deter- 
mined resolution. Many go not even thus far; 
but whether they do so or not, all these parents 
proceed without any fixed thought, or any con- 
scientious principle. The whole of their conduct 
may be described as a continued series of fits and 
starts; and upon careful inspection it will, I pre- 
sume, be found that thousands, nay tens of thou- 
sands, of lovely children are ruined, merely owing 
to this baneful irregularity. Anderson. 



ON OVER-INDULGENCE. 

Owing to the perversity of human nature, un- 
happily it seems to many parents that ov.er-indul- 
gence is actually little else than an amiable 
weakness. * His children,' say they, ' are fine 
children, but their father, ffood man, is too indul- 
gent.' Now Eli was a good man ; but what did 
this avail in the day of his calamity, when the 
ruin of his house, and the degradation of his 
family, were so directly traced up to him, and to 
his want of principle displayed in over-indul- 
gence? The following passage is often quoted, 
without observing that it applies directly to a 
good easy parent — ' He that despiseth me shall be 
lightly estemned/ 
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Tbis disposition in parents will be found to 
arise from different causes, but wben traced to its 
source in tbe beart, christian cbarity for it is at 
an end. In some parents it is to be ascribed, 
simply to their eager desire after present personal 
ease or gratification; and hence a multitude of 
false maxims become quite current in such fa- 
milies. ' The children/ says the mother, ' are too 
young yet ; ' and the father replies, ' True, they 
are but children, and what else can we expect? 
One cannot find in their hearts to contradict 
them ; do let them have a little of their own will ; 
alas ! they will not always have this in their 
power/ To crown the whole, ' None of all this, 
says some judicious friend, ' can do them any 
harm, provided you are only careful when they 
come to be about six or seven years of age/ 

Thus the good easy parents sit down to enjoy 
themselves, perfectly satisfied that there is nothing 
wrong, and that not only no time is lost, but that 
it is not yet time to begin. 

In others, over-indulgence springs from mere 
animal affection. They doat on their children, 
till they become not only a sort of ' household 
gods/ but the poor children are thus daily en- 
circled by an injudicious and blind fondness, till 
these very parents prove to have been the first 
promoters of self-will, if not the ruin of their 
offspring. 

All the pettish humour, and the peevish impa- 
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tience, which in fatare life make them drag so 
heavily along, grew up luxuriantly under their 
parents' eye, and they actually fostered and 
strengthened what ought to have heen supplanted 
by other dispositions. Ere long the roots have 
struck deep, and branching out into every avenue 
of heart and soul, it is beyond the power of nature 
to do any thing. Nay, I go further : let the 
children even be converted to God, and though a 
radical change then took place, which is c(ni- 
firmed to be divine, from its abiding, and habi« 
tual, and growing effects ; yet it is almost certain 
that the perversity of nature, which in the scrip- 
tures is called " the body of sin," from its occupa- 
tion, and " the body of death," from its effects, 
is vastly more burdensome and grievous, entirely 
owing to the guilty easiness of these very parents. 
Thus, whether parents regard the fine natural 
buoyancy of spirits, and the natural capacity, 
whether for bearing the ills or enjoying the com- 
forts of future life as men and women, or whether 
they regard their profession and possession of 
genuine Christianity in this i^ale of tears, oh ! let 
them beware of over-indulgence, beware of that 
false tenderness, which some indeed would dig- 
nify with the name of fine feeling, but which the 
scriptures brand most truly with no other epithet 
than that of hatred. Anderson. 
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ON UNDUE SEVERITY. 

Undue severity is a most unwise extreme. Since, 
after it is carried to a certain length, and has 
continaed a certain time, no subsequent treatment 
by any individual can completely, if at all, repair 
the injury. To whatever degree this is carried, 
the inquiry in such a case involves a corre- 
sponding injury inflicted on the spirit of the chil- 
dren, which is nothing short of a vital injury. In 
training even the animal creature, greater injury 
cannot be inflicted than to inflame or break the 
spirit : and in the instance of a child, a being bom 
for immortality, how great must be such a crime ! 
Besides, according to the tender language of 
scripture, men are cautioned lest they should 
approach such a point, as though it were the edge 
of a precipice — " Fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to anger, lest they be discouraged.^' After 
this, what can the parent do? He may change 
his conduct, and caress ; he may humour, but this 
only aggravates the evil ! By his blind and un- 
thinking precipitancy and impatience, when cor- 
recting or restraining, ** after his own pleasure,'' 
he has not only gone too far, but he cannot now 
retrace his steps ! He may repent, and even con- 
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fess ; but, in many instances, even this is all in 
vain. The -period allotted to him by the wise and 
unalterable judgment of Heaven, has been ill em- 
ployed ; and though time there was when, if his 
error had been seen, it might have been, at least 
in part repaired, that time is now gone, and gone 
for ever! Nay, what is truly affecting, if this 
child happens to be the eldest, the parent finds, to 
his cost, that he has been the instrument of intro- 
ducing a disease, like a fretting leprosy, into his 
family, which may, and probably will, infest the 
rest while this child remains with them. His 
sullen unbroken spirit, his self-will, or in some 
instances, sunk and melancholy frame of mind, 
they all too easily perceive, and the unhappy 
child there, continues the heart-break of the 
parents as well as the pest, or stumbling-block, or 
curse, of brothers and sisters. Anderson. 



ON PARTIALITY. 



Parents should guard themselves against par- 
tiality, and prevent their children from every thing 
which might foster selfishness. Their diversity 
of natural gifts and tempers, will always be enough 
to excite discord and disagreement; against which 
it is the very design of a common parentage, a 
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common house, a common name, a common kin- 
dred, to work an effectual check. A father's 
justice and equity must stand umpire in all their 
quarrels ; and a father's righteous severity must 
chastise the offender, even though the offended 
should plead his cause. A father's wisdom must 
study their several talents, and appropriate to 
them their several occupations, corresponding 
thereto: they should he taught to labour, when 
they can labour, not for themselves, but for the 
little community which laboured for them. No 
separate purse, no separate interest, should be 
permitted under their father's roof; and when the 
time cometh that they go forth to serve another 
master, this should be taught — that their first 
care is not for themselves, but for the family 
whereof they now are members. Nor should the 
feeling of family unity be suffered to leave them 
when they are doing for themselves, and have a 
house and family of their own. 

Still, they should remember their father's house, 
and their father's name, and be helpful to it for 
ever. Irving. 



It is a most mischievous notion, that allowances 
are to be made for lofty and powerful minds : such 
indulgence encourages evil, and flatters and fo- 
ments it. Let allowances be made for the weak 
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in proportion to their weakness: bnt to whom 
much is given, from them let much be required. 

Guesses at truth. 



ON ENFORCING OBEDIENCE. 

Put out of the house that swarm of infantine 
science, and infantine criticism, and infantine 
story, and infantine catechisms, and infantine 
hymns, and spiritual songs, which keep children 
for ever children, which sacrifice faith at the shrine 
of und^standing, and that the understanding of a 
child; which abolish reverence and obedience 
from the mind, where, above all it ought to be 
seated. 

And oh, ye foolish fathers, and fond mothers, 
who delight to hear your children asking reasons 
of you for every command, before they will yield 
it faith or obedience, you are destroying their very 
capacity for divine teaching, unfitting them for 
hearing God, and preparing them for that scepti- 
cism which rageth among us like a pestilence, 
sparing neither sex nor age. Sufier all questions 
which are expressive of their ignorance, and with 
reverence asked at your superior knowledge ; and 
answer all such, according to your best ability, 
directing them besides to the reverend sources of 
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knowledge in the holy word of God, and the 
writings of the wise and faithful of his church. 

But questions which originate in disinclination 
to believe and unwillingness to obey, in conceit 
of mind and a desire of self-determination, suffer 
not in a child, and in a man discourage. 

Irving. 



ON THE FALSE MOTIVES PRESENTED 

TO CHILDREN. 

Of all drams the most noxious is praise. Be 
sparing of it, ye parents, as ye would of the 
deadliest drug; withhold your children from it, 
as ye would withhold them from the gates of 
sin. Whatsoever you enjoin, enjoin it as a duty, 
enjoin it because it is right, enjoin it because it 
is the will of God — and always, without reference 
of any sort to what man may say or think of it. 
Reference to the opinion of the world, and defer- 
ence to the opinion of the world, and conference 
with it, and inference from it, and preference of 
it above all things, above every principle, and 
rule, and law, human or divine ; all this will 
come soon enough without your interference. 
More readily will you stop the east wind, or check 
the progress of the blight, which it bears akuif 



64 ON THE FALSE MOTIYSS PRESENTED TO CHILDREN. 

though it implies the rejection and denial of all 
principle, of its efficacy at least, if not of its 
existence; and is a base compromise between 
principle and opinion , in which the things of eter* 
nity are made to bow down before the wayward 
notions and passions of the day. Nay, worse; 
this principle, or no principle, is adopted as the 
main-spring and motive, in a scheme of national, 
and even of religions, education, by the professing 
disciples of the Master, who pronounced, *' If any 
inan desire to be first, the same shall be last," — 
and whose apostle has remembered emulation 
amongst *^ the works of the flesh,'' together wi& 
adultery, idolatry, hatred, strife, and murder. 

We may vociferate as we will about the un- 
christian practices of the Jesuits; the Jesuits 
knew far too much of Christianity ever to commit 
such an outrage against its spirit as to make 
children pass through the furnace of the new 
Moloch — emulation. 

But let us turn from these boisterous and 
vulgar paradoxes, to look at Wisdom in all her 
quiet gentleness, as in Wordsworth's sweet lan- 
guage she describes the growth of her favorite, — 

' A maid, whom there were none to praise. 
And very few to love.* 

The air of these simple woids, after the hot, 
close atmosphere I have been breathing, is as 
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•oft and refreshing^ as the toach of a rose-leaf to 
a feirerish cheek. 

Oaght not parents and children, then, to be 
fond of each other ? 

You who can intermpt me with such a ques- 
tion, must hare a -very fond notion of fondness. 
Whateyer is pecnliar in fondness, whatever dis- 
tinguishes it from love is wrong. Fondness may, 
if yon please, dote and be foolish : love is <Hily 
another name for wisdom^it is the wisdom of the 
affections, as wisdom is the love of the under- 
standing. Fondness may flatter, and be flattered ; 
love shrinks from flattery, from giving or it^ 
eeiving it. 

There is no greater necessity for a father's or 
mother's love to vent itself in dispraising their 
child, than for the child's love to vent itself in 
dispraising its father and mother. The latter is 
too pure and reverential to do so, why should the 
former be less reverential ? Or can any object be 
fitter to excite reverence than the spirit of a child, 
newly sent forth from Grod, with all the fascina- 
tion of helplessness, and with the secret destinies 
Qf its future being, hanging like clouds around 
its unconscious form? 

On the contrary, as the less water you have in 
your kettle, the sooner it begins to make a noise, 
and smoke; so it is with affection, the less there 
is the more speedily it sounds and smokes, and 
evaporates. Nay, when parents are much in the 

F 
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habit of showering praises on their children, it is 
mostly for the pleasing vapour which rises upon 
themselves. 

Equally groundless would be the notion, that 
the children need to be thus made much of, in 
order to love their parents ; such treatment rather 
weakens and shakes affection. For there is an 
instinct of modesty in the human soul, that instinct 
which manifests itself so beautifully by enabling 
us to blush ; and until this instinct has been made 
callous, by the rub of life, it cannot help looking 
distrustfully at praise. The very pleasure occa- 
sioned by praise, is of a kind which implies it to 
be something unexpected and forbidden, and not 
more than half deserved. Besides, as I have 
already said, the habit of feeding on it, breeds 
such an insatiable hunger after it, that even a 
parent may, in time, grow to be valued chiefly as 
he ministers to the gratification of this appetite. 
Affection, to be pure and durable, must be alto- 
gether objective ; it may indeed be nursed, by 
the memory of benefits received, but it has nothing 
to do with hope, except the hope of intercourse 
and communion ; of interchanging kind looks and 
words, and of performing kind deeds. Whatever 
is besides this, is not love. 

Guesses at Truth. 
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ON EMULATION. 

To imitate an example is one thing ; to rival any 
person, and endeavoar to obtain a superiority over 
him, is another. It is very true, as it is main* 
tained by the defenders of emulation, that it is 
impossible to make progress towards excellence, 
without outstripping others. But surely there is 
a great difference between this being a mere con- 
sequence of exertions, arising from other motives, 
and a zeal to attain this object, being itself a mo- 
tive for exertion. Every one must see, that the 
effects produced on the mind, in the two cases, 
will be extremely dissimilar. Emulation is a 
desire of surpassing others for the sake of supe- 
riority ; and is a very powerful motive to exertion. 
I cannot but think emulation a very unhallowed 
principle of action, as scarcely, if at all, to be 
disjoined from jealousy and envy ; from pride and 
contention: incompatible with loving our neigh- 
bour as ourselves, and a principle of such potency, 
as to be likely to engross the mind, and turn it 
habitually and violently from the motives which it 
should be the great business of education to che- 
rish and render predominant: namely, a sense 
of duty, and gratitude, and love to God. 

F« 
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If emulation is an unhallowed motive, it cannot 
innocently be employed, whatever good effects 
may be expected from it. We must not do evil 
that good may come. 

But if any Christians should deem it not abso- 
lutely unhallowed, few, I think, will deny that it 
is questionable and dangerous. I have often 
heard of virtuous emulation ; — but can emulation 
be ever so characterized in a Christian sense? 

But it is not sufficient, not to excite and employ 
emulation on plan and system as a stimulus in 
education; great care ought to be taken to ex- 
clude it. And great care will be necessary, for it 
will be continually ready to shew itself, and if not 
checked, it will soon attain strength; strike its 
roots deep in the heart, and produce bitter fruits ; 
which, in the eyes of a Christian, will be ill com- 
pensated by the extraordinary vigour and energy 
it will give to scholastic studies. Babington. 



If you teach a child to scorn to be undone, to 
thirst for distinction and applause, is it any won- 
der that he continues to act all his life in the 
same manner ? Now if a youth is ever to be so 
far a Christian, as to govern his heart by the doc- 
trines of humility, I would fain know, at what 
time he is to begin it? or if he is ever to begin it 
at all, why we train him up in tempers quite cos- 
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trary to it? How dry and poor must the doctrine 
of humility sound to a youth that has been spurred 
up to all his industry by ambition, emulation, and 
a desire of glory and distinction ? And if he is 
not to act by these principles when he is a man, 
why do we call him to act by them in his youth t 
I know it is asserted, that it is not envy, but emu- 
lation, that is intended to be awakened in the 
minds of young persons. But this is \ainly said ; 
for when children are taught to bear no rival, and 
to scorn to be outdone by any of their age, they 
are plainly and directly taught to be envious.*— 
It is impossible for any one to have this scorn of 
being outdone, and this contention with rivals, 
without burning with envy against those that 
seem to excel him, or get any distinction from 
him; so that what children are taught, is rank 
envy, only covered with a name of a less odious 
sound. 

If envy is thus confessedly bad, and it be only 
emulation that is endeavoured to be awakened in 
children, surely there ought to be great care taken 
that children may know the one from the other ; 
that they may abominate the one, as a great crime, 
whilst they give the other admission into their 
minds. But if this were to be attempted, the 
fineness of the distinction between envy and emu** 
lation would show that it was easier to divide 
them in words, than to separate them in action. 
For emulation, when it is defined in its best man- 
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ner, is nothing else than a refinement upon envy ; 
or rather, the most plausible part of that black 
and venomous passion : and, though it is easy to 
separate them in the notion, yet the most acute 
philosopher, that understands the art of. distin- 
guishing ever so well, if he gives himself up to 
emulation, will certainly find himself deep in envy. 
Envy is not an original temper, but the natural, 
necessary, and unavoidable efiJect of emulation; 
so that he who establishes the one in the minds 
of people, necessarily fixes the other there ; and 
there is no other possible way of destroying envy, 
but by destroying emulation ; for the one always 
rises and falls in proportion to the other. 

I know it is said in defence of this system of 
education, that ambition and a desire of glory are 
necessary to excite young people to industry ; and 
that if we were to press upon them the doctrine 
of humility, we should deject their minds and 
sink them into dulness and idleness : but the peo- 
ple who say this, do not consider that this reason, 
if it has any strength, is full as strong against 
pressing the doctrines of humility upon grown 
men, lest we should deject their minds and sink 
them into dullness and idleness : for who does not 
see, that middle-aged men want as much the as- 
sistance of pride, ambition, and vain glory, to 
spur them up to action and industry, as children 
do: and it is very certain, that the precepts of 
humility are more contrary to the designs of such 
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men, and more grieyous to their minds when they 
are pressed upon them, than they are to the mi^ds 
of young persons. This reason, therefore, that is 
given why children should not be trained up in the 
principles of true humility, is as good a reason 
why the same humility should never be required 
of grown men. 

Let those people, who think that children would 
be spoiled if they were not thus educated, con- 
sider this ; — could they think that if any children 
had been educated by our blessed Lord, or. his 
holy apostles, that their minds would have been 
sunk into dulness or idleness? Or could they 
think that such children would not have been 
trained up in the profoundest principles of a strict 
and true humility ? Can they say that our blessed 
Lord, who was the meekest and humblest man on 
earth, was hindered by his humility from being the 
greatest example of worthy and glorious actions, 
that ever were done by man ? Can they say that 
his apostles, who lived in the humble spirit of 
their master, did therefore cease to be laborious 
and active instruments of doing good to all the 
world? 

A few reflections such as these are sufficient to 
expose all the poor pretences for an education in 
pride and ambition. 

To educate children upon a motive of emula- 
tion, or a desire of glory, in a world where glory 
itself is false, and most commonly given wrong. 
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is to destroy the integrity and fortitude of their 
minds, and give them a bias which will oftener 
carry them to base and mean, than to great and 
worthy actions. Law. 



Rivalry among men usually begets aversion, 
if not hatred. We forget that we cannot press 
down our competitor, without sinking ourselves ; 
we forget that every moment employed in attacking 
him, is so much lost from the pursuit of the prize. 
We might take a lesson from a race course : if 
tlie horses run against each other, they are likely 
to bolt; the sound of feet, whether behind, or 
beside, or before them, only redoubles their efforts 
to reach the goal. Nay, the very word rivalry, 
might teach us wisdom. 

One cannot form a conception of a more loving 
neighbourhood than that between the opposite 
banks of a river, as they fix their smiling faces 
continually on each other, although they both vie 
in striving which shall convert the fertility they 
both suck from the same stream, into the greatest 
richness and beauty. Guesses at Truth. 
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ON THE NEGLECT OF EARLY 
EDUCATION. 

If he is worse than an infidel, who provideth not 
food and clothing for his family, what is he that 
lets their souls go naked for want of that which 
is both food and clothing to them? I mean, 
instruction in the things that pertain to life and 
godliness. Wesley. 



Blame not nature, but thy own evil customs ; for 
thy neglect of thy fields will make fern and 
thistles to grow. It is not only because the 
ground is accursed, but because it is neglected, 
that it bears thorns. Jeremy Taylor. 



Of what importance is the early management of 
children, since upon it, in a great measure, de- 
pend the vice and misery of the world ! Before 
the period when what is vulgarly considered the 
proper business of education has commenced. 
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such a propensity to the malignant passions is 
usually generated in the infant mind, as not all 
the pains- of the most careful and judicious pre- 
ceptors can ever after eradicate. I may safely 
appeal to all who are concerned in the education 
of youth ; let them say how often they have been 
able to conquer the spirit of self-will, with its 
attendant passions, pride, arrogance, anger, re- 
sentment, pevishness, and ingratitude ? If these 
are not stifled in the birth, they may afterwards 
be cut in pieces by the rod of chastisement ; but, 
like the Polypus, they will preserve the vital 
principle, and be immediately reproduced. 

Hamilton. 



ON FALSE TENDERNESS. 

Ill-judging tenderness towards children, is in 
fact, only a concealed self-love, which cannot 
bear to be witness to the uneasiness, which a pre- 
sent disappointment, or difficulty, or vexation, 
would cause to a darling child; yet does not 
scruple, by improper gratification, to store up for 
it future miseries, which the child will infallibly 
suffer, though it may be at a distant period, 
which the mother will not perhaps behold. 
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Another principle something different from this, 
though it may properly fall under the head of 
selfishness, seems to' actuate some parents, in their 
conduct towards their children. I mean a certain 
slothfulness of mind, a love of ease, which im- 
poses a voluntary blindness, and makes them not 
choose to see, what it will give them trouble to 
combat. From such persons we frequently hear 
such expressions as these, ' Children will be 
children' — ' My children, I suppose, are much 
like those of other people,' &c. Thus we may 
observe this dangerous and delusive principle, 
frequently turning off with a smile, from the first 
indications of those tempers, which from their 
fatal tendency, ought to be very seriously taken 
up. I would be understood now as speaking 
to conscientious parents, who consider it a duty 
to correct the faults of their children, but who 
from this indolence of mind are extremely back- 
ward in discovering such faults, and not very 
well pleased when they are pointed out by others. 
Such parents will do well to take notice, that 
whatever they think it a duty to correct, it must 
be equally a duty to endeavour to find out. And 
this love of ease is more to be guarded against, 
as it not only leads parents into erroneous con- 
duct towards their children, but is peculiarly 
dangerous to themselves. It is a fault frequently 
cherished, from ignorance of its real character, for 
not bearing on it the strong features of deformity 
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which mark many other yices, but on the contrary 
bearing some resemblance to yirtae, it is fre^ 
quently mistaken for the Christian graces of pa- 
tience, meekness, and forbearance, than which 
nothing can be more opposite ; these proceeding 
from the Christian principle of self-denial, the 
other from self-indulgence. Hannah More. 



It is not uncommon for parents, while they foregpo 
the exercise of their own reason, to trust to the 
future reason of their children for counteracting 
the effects of their injudicious management. But 
does experience justify their confidence? I be- 
lieve every person who has traced the rise and 
progress of passions in individuals, will answer 
in the negative. 

The frequent recurrence of any passion, even 
in our earliest years, begets a tendency to that 
passion, till it is strengthened into a habit, and 
becomes, as it were, interwoven with the constitu- 
tion. How difficult, how next to impossible, is it 
then to conquer, all can witness ! Reason may 
govern, and religion may so far subdue it, as to 
prevent its excess to the prejudice of society; 
but by nothing less than a miracle, can it be 
totally eradicated from the breast. The more 
worthy the heart, the more delicate the con- 
science, the more bitter will be the sensations 
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of re^et and self-abhorrenoe, which ^ person 
liable to the dominion of passion, and at the same 
time under the inflaence of principle, most fre* 
quently endure. 

How many are the agonizing tears shed in pri- 
vate by the irascible, while, perhaps, the sudden 
ebullition of wrath that brought them forth, may 
have fixed a dagger in the heart of a friend, 
doomed there to rankle for ever ! And yet anger 
being a passion which quickly vents itself, and is 
then annihilated, is less generally obnoxious than 
peevishness or pride, which have no crisis, but 
which continue to operate, without rest or interval. 

Hamilton. 



And can a mother's love grow cold, 

Can she forget her boy ? 
His pleasing innocence behold. 

Now weep for grief, for joy ?— 
A mother may forget hei^ child 
While wolves devour it on the wild. 

Is this a mother's love? 

Ten thousand voices answer, ^ No !' 
Te clasp your babes and kiss. 

Your bosoms yearn, your eyes overflow. 
Yet ah ! remember this — 
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The infant reared alone for earth, 
May live, may die, to curse his birth, 
Is this a mother's love ? 

A parent's heart may prove a snare ; 

The child she loves so well. 
Her hand may lead with gentlest care, 

Down the smooth road to hell. 
Nourish its frame, destroy its mind, 
Thus do the blind mislead the blind. 

E'en with a mother's love. 



It is time to have done with that senseless cant 
of charity, which insults the understandings, and 
trifles with the feelings of those who are really 
concerned for the happiness of their fellow crea- 
ttves. What matter of keen remorse, and of 
bitter self-reproach, are they storing up for their 
future torment, who are themselves the miserable 
dupes of such misguided charity ; or who being 
charged with the office of watching over the eternal 
interests of their children or relations, suffer them- 
selves to be lulled asleep, by such shallow reason- 
ings, or to be led into a direliction of their im- 
portant duty, by a fear of bringing on themselves 
momentary pain ! True charity is wakeful, fer- 
vent, full of solicitude, full of good offices — not 
so easily satisfied, not so ready to believe every 
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thing is going on well, as a matter of course ; bat 
jealous of mischief, apt to suspect danger, and 
prompt to extend relief. That wretched quality, 
by which the sacred name of charity is now so 
generally and so falsely usurped, is no other than 
indifference, which against the plainest evidence, 
or at least where there is strong ground of appre- 
hension, is easily contented to belieye that all 
goes well, because it has no anxieties to allay, no 
fears to repress. Wilbekfokce. 



ON INCONSISTENCY IN PARENTS. 

Would not a stranger be led to imagine, by a 
view of the reigning mode of female education, 
that human life consisted of one universal holiday, 
and that the grand contest between the several 
competitors was, who should be most eminently 
qualified to excel and carry off the prize, in the 
various shews and games which were intended to 
be exhibited in it? And to the exhibitions them- 
selves, would he not be ready to apply Sir Francis 
Bacon's observation on the Olympian victors, that 
they were so excellent in these unnecessary things, 
that their perfection must needs have been acquired 
by the neglect of whatever was necessary ? 

Hannah More. 
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There are many ways in which parents are in 
danger of proToking their children to anger. One 
is by unreasonable requisitions. This is some- 
times seen in the education of children, when an 
unreasonable exertion of memory or attention is 
required. Parents may calculate what a child 
might do provided he were quite aware of the 
importance of education, and were to devote his 
whole and undivided attention to the prosecution 
of it. But such an expectation is quite unreason- 
able. They cannot with propriety look for such 
maturity of reflection in their children, which they 
themselves never discovered, and which no other 
children discover at the same age. Again, if an 
exertion of memory, in performing a task, be 
required of a child, which with all his attention 
he cannot reach, this leads to discontent, irrita- 
tion and disgust, and when he finds he cannot 
please his parent, though he do his best, he is 
ready to be filled with chagrin at so unreasonable 
a demand, and to give up the attempt in despair. 
Somewhat akin to this is another error, into which 
parents are apt to fall, that of looking for a degree 
of perfection in their children, which cannot be 
reasonably expected. Some parents watch every 
movement of their children, with a degree of 
minuteness which is very teazing, ^nd are per- 
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petually checking them in every trifling devia- 
tion from what they conceive strict propriety of 
manners, though perhaps what they view in this 
light, is nothing else than the natural expression 
of the buoyancy of youth, without any thing ap- 
proaching to vice in it, and which only should be 
kept in check, when it leads into some manifest 
impropriety. 

Now this incessant interposition of authority in 
trifles, we conceive to be very injudicious. In the 
character of a child, under such a system of dis- 
cipline as this, there is nothing of nature, all is 
restraint; and it not unfrequently happens that 
where, in the presence of the parent, the natural 
ardour of the young mind is continually repressed, 
it only makes it burst forth with greater violence ; 
and sometimes to the total disregard of all pro- 
priety when that restraint is withdrawn. 

It is far better that the influence of parental 
authority should be reserved for cases of real 
importance : but when it is interposed let much 
decision be manifested. Both the parents and 
the child would often be saved a great deal of 
uneasiness, if parental authority were more spa- 
ringly but judiciously introduced. When it is 
introduced, however, it should be so steadily 
enforced, that it should be felt by the child to be 
quite a law as soon as it is announced. However 
apparently trifling in itself the subject of dispute 

G 
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may be, between you and your child, it is not 
easy to calculate the evil that is done, if the child 
is not made decidedly to submit. Innes. 



Christians are imbibing so much of the cast and 
temper of the age, that they seem to be anxiously 
tutoring their children, and preparing them by 
all manner of means, not for a better world, but 
for the present. Yet in nothing should the sim- 
plicity of faith be more unreservedly exercised 
than with regard to children. Their appointments 
and stations, yea, even their present and eternal 
happiness or misery, so far as they are influenced 
by their states and conditions in life, may be 
decided by the most minute and trivial events ; 
all of which are in God's hands, and not in ours. 
An unbelieving spirit pervades in this respect too 
intimately the christian world. Cecil. 



The subject of Education is one that lies nearer 
to my heart than any merely temporal concern. 
It is easy to speculate about it, and to prescribe 
rules to others. It is easy to form a correct and 
most judicious system, and to say with Foster's 
man of indecision, '' This is a good plan, a plan, 
which would be very useful in its results," and 
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after all, make shipwreck of the minds and dis^ 
positions of our children by mismanagement. And 
this is easy, for the same reason that it is easy to 
acquire correct opinions on any subject — But 
acting, practice, here, here is the difficulty. The 
truth is, no one can govern a family of children 
well, without much reflexion, and what the world 
calls trouble. There must be an accurate judg-^ 
ment formed, respecting the character of each 
child, and a regular and consistent method adapted 
to each pursued. And what is more difficult still, 
the parent must uniformly govern himself. This 
certainly is not easy ; it calls for the unremitted 
exertion of several most eminent christian graces^^ 
It appears to me, that three simple rules steadily 
observed, from the very germ of active existence, 
would make children's tempers much more ami^ 
able than we generally see them. First, never to 
give them any thing improper for them, because 
they strongly and passionately desire it ; and even 
to withhold proper things until they manifest a 
right spirit. Second, always to gratify every rea- 
sonable desire, when a child is pleasant in its 
request, that your children may see, that you love 
to make them happy. Third, never to become 
impatient and fretful yourself, but proportion 
your displeasure exactly to the offence. If 
parents become angry and speak loudly and 
harshly, upon every slight failure of duty, they 
may bid a final adieu to domestic subordination, 

G 3 
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unless the grace of God interposes, to snatch the 
little victims of severity from destruction. I feel 
confident, from what observation I have made, 
that although more children are injured by exces- 
sive indulgence, than by the opposite fault, yet 
the effects of extreme rigour are the most hope- 
less: and the reason is, that associations of a 
disagreeable nature, as some of the ablest philo- 
sophers have stated, are the strongest. 

This may account for the melancholy fact, that 
the children of some excellent people, grow up 
more strenuously opposed to every thing serious 
than others. They have been driven, rather than 
led, to observe the outward duties of religion, 
and its claims upon their hearts have been too 
commonly presented to their minds in the im- 
perative, and not the inviting form. 

Mrs. Huntington. 



I HAVE felt not a little impatience in endeavour- 
ing to subdue a peevish humour in my child. 
How little effect can admonition or correction 
have, when it is not administered in a suitable 
temper, and accompanied with a proper example. 
Impatience in the parent must strengthen rather 
than eradicate fretfulness in the child, for he 
will easily perceive that you require of him, what 
you do not practice yourself. Ibid. 
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We are in danger of being deficient in patience 
in bearing with the faults of our children. * What ! 
no better! And this after I have laboured so 
long, and so painfully?' We forget that tempta- 
tion, and constitutional sins, are often too much for 
ourselves, though our minds, we hope, are forti- 
fied by Christian principles, to the influence of 
which, our children are yet strangers. We, in 
fact, expect our little ones to exhibit a faultless- 
ness which we are far from exhibiting. We have 
not patience to wait for God to do his work, in his 
own time and way. We want the labours and 
the watchings, and the mournings and the dis- 
appointments which attend maternal diligence, 
ended now ; — to have our children made, without 
delay, by the immediate agency of the Spirit of 
God, just what we desire. And so we ought. 
But this desire should not be so inordinate as to 
prevent our labouring without fainting, though 
God be pleased to withhold the blessing, till the 
season of labour is over. ^' The seed may spring 
up,*' as one says, '^ after the hand that planted it, 
and the eye that watered it, are at rest in the 
grave." Mrs. Huntington. 



Suspect the wisdom that is always blaming. 

Guesses at Truth. 
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ON CRAMPING THE MINDS OF 
CHILDREN. 

Only those who are willing to learn are fit to act 
on children ; they are more fit to instruct us in 
truth, than we are to instruct them in its outward 
forms. We do children an irreparable injury 
when we put their minds into moulds, casts, or 
forms, that are too little, and that cramp them 
like the feet of Chinese women. I depend more 
on the heart than on any book whatever; the 
mother must nbt copy, she must create. J. 



ON GIVING THEM A FALSE DIRECTION. 

That injudicious practice cannot be too much dis- 
couraged, of endeavouring to create talents, which 
do not exist in nature. That their daughters 
shall learn every thing, is so general a maternal 
maxim, that even unborn daughters, of whose 
expected abilities and conjectured faculties, it is 
presumed no very accurate judgment can pre- 
viously be formed, are yet predestined to this 
universality of accomplishments. 



ON PLAYTHINGS. iff 

This comprehensWe maxim, thus almost uni-' 
Tersally brought into practice, at once weakens 
the general powers of the mind, by drawing off 
its strength, into too great a yariety of directions, 
and cuts up time into too many portions, by 
splitting it into such an endless multiplicity of 
employments. I cannot help thinking that the 
restless pains we take, to cram up every little 
Tacuity of life, by crowding one new thing upon 
another, rather creates a thirst for novelty than 
knowledge; and is but a well-Kiisguised con- 
trivance, to keep us in after-life more effectually 
from conversing with ourselves. 

The care taken to prevent ennui, is but a credi- 
table plan for promoting self-ignorance. 

Hannah More, 



ON PLAYTHINGS. 



Our lives are not made up of great events, but 
of what we call trifling ones; and yet these 
trifling circumstances exert so great an influence 
on our characters, that they become in reality the 
most important. 

Acting upon this principle, with regard to 
children, of how much consequence is not, the 
manner in which they are employed from their 
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earliest infancy, and what impressions they re- 
ceive from the comparative nothings hy which 
they are surrounded. Toys, for example, are 
given to them without any consideration. Such 
a thing cannot do any harm, and such another 
will amuse them. Alas ! how many tempers have 
been ruined, how much selfishness nourished, 
how many evil propensities cherished by these 
innocent toys : — a love of novelty and variety, an 
insatiable thirst after some fresh pleasure, when 
the once-admired trifle has ceased to charm; a 
selfish desire of possession, an impatience and 
irritability, when the frail treasure is injured or 
destroyed ; not to mention the inculcation of va- 
nity and a love of dress, which the first play- 
thing which we put into their hands is likely to 
inspire. 

Dolls are so commonly thought to be the most 
rational amusement of children, that an attack on 
their character for utility, will be a most unpo- 
pular attempt ; yet we have seen children them- 
selves, so convinced that they did produce the 
effects above described, that they have requested 
to have the temptation removed. It is generally 
urged in opposition to this charge, that the ten- 
dency of nursing dolls, is to produce a love of 
children in the female mind. Were there no real 
objects, to which their affections might be directed, 
such a plea would be worth consideration. But 
are there no claimants amongst the children of 
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the poor, for the time and attention which is be- 
stowed on the dressing and clothing of these 
images? Is the natural tendency of the human 
mind so strong to dwell on realities, and to go 
from fictitious, to real wants, that we must endea- 
vour in infancy, to counteract this principle? 
'' Men are but children of a larger growth ; " and 
as we sow, so shall we reap. 

The doll of the child is soon transformed into 
the novel of the girl; and the love of dress in- 
spired by the former, is easily transferred to the 
individual, and personal feelings, of the latter. 

We want to get from ideal to real ; from out- 
ward to inward. Let then the occupations of the 
nursery, and the earliest impressions of infancy, 
be of this tendency, but let us never think, that 
any thing is immaterial, but continually reflect, 
' this, that I do ; this, which I say ; this, which I 
give to my child ; may make an eternal impres- 
sion on its mind.' 

Oh, mothers ! tremble when you remember how 
little you have reflected, how little you have 
prayed, how little you have thought of that so- 
lemn charge, Take this child, and bring it up 
for Me. M. 
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ON EXTERNAL APPEARANCE. 

The customs which fashion has established, when 
not in opposition to what is right, should unques- 
tionably be pursued in the education of ladies. 
Piety maintains no natural war with elegance^ 
and Christianity would be no gainer by making 
her disciples unamiable. 

Religion does not forbid, that the exterior be 
made, to a certain degree, the object of attention. 
But the admiration bestowed, the sums expended, 
the time lavished on arts, which add little to the 
intrinsic value of life, should have limitations. 
While these arts should be admired, let them not 
be admired above their just value. While they 
are practised, let it not be to the exclusion of 
higher employments. While they are cultivated, 
let it be to amuse leisure, but not to engross life. 
But it happens unfortunately, that to ordinary 
observers, the girl who is really receiving the 
worst education, often makes the best figure. The 
outward accomplishments have the dangerous 
advantage, of addressing themselves more im- 
mediately to the senses, and of course, meet 
every where with those, who can in some measure 
appreciate as well as admire them, for all can see 
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and bear, but all cannot scrutinize and discrimi- 
nate. External acquirements too, recommend 
tbemselves, tbe more because tbey are more rapid- 
ly, as well as more visibly progressive ; wbile tbe 
mind is led on to improvement by slow motions, 
and imperceptible degrees ; wbile tbe beart must 
now be admonisbed by reproof, and now allured 
by kindness, its liveliest advances being suddenly 
impeded by obstinacy, and its brightest prospects 
often obscured by passion — it is slow in its acqui- 
sitions of virtue, and reluctant in its approaches 
to piety. Tbe unruly and turbulent propensities 
of the mind, are not so obedient to the forming 
hand, as defects of manner or awkwardness of 
gait. 

Often when we fancy, that a troublesome pas- 
sion is completely crushed, we have the mortifica- 
tion to find, that we have '' scotch 'd the snake, not 
killed it.'' The subduing hand cannot cut off the 
ever-sprouting heads, so fast as the prolific Hydra 
can reproduce them; nor fell the stubborn An- 
toeus so often as he can recruit his strength, and 
rise in vigorous and repeated opposition. 

Hannah More. 
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ON THE FORMATION OF CHARACTER. 

If we want to render a child courageous, we shall 
effect it, not so much by urging and compelling 
him to feats of hardihood, as by guarding him 
from all impressions of terror, or from witnessing 
a weak and cowardly spirit in others. 

Mrs. Huntington. 



ON THE ERRORS TO BE AVOIDED 

IN THE 

INTELLECTUAL EDUCATION 
OF CHILDREN. 



ON THE MISUSE OF THE MEMORY. 

It is to be regretted that the common mode of 
teaching has more to do witii the memory than 
the understanding. With many children whose 
innumerable '^ tasks are painfully learnt and 
darkly understood/* the memory is exercised, not 
to say burdened, whilst the real cultivation of the 
mind, the improvement of the reasoning powers, 
and the formation of good intellectual habits are 
overlooked. Mrs. Huntington. 
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In the modern systems of education, attention is 
indeed exercised from a very early period, bat it 
is exercised upon objects wbich cripple its powers. 
Words are forced upon it, while it ought to be 
attaining strength and quickness, by examining 
what the senses present to it. I should ha^e much 
greater hopes of a child, who at three or four 
years old, could distinctly tell me the names of 
all the flowers in the garden, or of all the trees in 
a hedge, than of one, who at the same age, could 
repeat a Greek or Latin ode. This latter, would 
nevertheless be regarded as a prodigy ; and high 
and great would be the expectations, formed of 
such an extraordinary genius. Hamilton. 



ON THE SUBSTITUTION OF WORDS 

FOR IDEAS. 

Persons having been accustomed, from their 
cradles, to learn words before they knew the ideas 
for which they stand, usually continue to do so all 
their lives; never taking the pains to settle in 
their minds, the determined ideas which belong to 
them. This want of a precise signification in their 
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words, when they come to reason, especially in 
moral matters, is the cause of very obscure and 
uncertain notions. They use these undetermined 
words confidently, without much troubling their 
heads about a certain fixed meaning; whereby 
besides the ease of it, they obtain this advantage 
— that, as in such discourse, they are seldom in 
the right, so they are as seldom to be convinced 
that they are in the wrong ; it being just the same, 
to go about to draw these persons out of their mis- 
takes, who have no settled notions, as to dispossess 
a vagrant of his habitation, who has no settled 
abode. The chief end of language being to be 
understood, words serve not for that end, when 
they do not excite in the hearer, the same idea 
which they stand for in the mind of the speaker. 

Locke. 



In our vain attempts to overturn the order of 
nature, by presenting objects and pursuits to the 
mind, which demand the exertion of faculties of 
which it is not yet in possession, we are guilty of 
a double species of imposition. We impose upon 
our pupils, by making them conceive, that they 
get ideas of things, on which in reality they have 
no ideas ; and we impose upon ourselves, by their 
seeming progress — an imposition which is greatly 
aided, by the facility with which the sound of 
words is committed to memory in early life. 
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Thus, without paying any attention to the cul- 
tivation of the first and fundamental faculties, 
we flatter ourselves, that we have abridged the 
path to wisdom and knowledge ; while, in reality, 
we have been leading them from it, in the direct 
road to conceit and ignorance. Hamilton. 



That it is by means of the senses, that ideas are 
first acquired, is a fact which I apprehend to be 
now established, beyond the reach of controversy. 
It has for more than half a century, been generally 
admitted by philosophers : but the belief of it has, 
as far as I know, induced little additional atten- 
tion, towards that period of life, when the know- 
ledge acquired by the senses, first begins to be 
communicated to the mind. The reason of this 
neglect is obvious. Memory extends not to those 
years of childhood, when our first ideas are ac- 
quired. We can recollect the period, when know- 
ledge was first communicated by others ; but of 
our previous conceptions we have no remem- 
brance. We therefore look upon those first years 
as a sort of blank in our existence ; and naturally 
consider them the same, with regard to our chil- 
dren. All our pains, all our attention with respect 
to their minds, is therefore reserved for that period, 
when we think it proper, that according to custom, 
they should b^gin to receive instruction. 
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It is no nnocHnmoxi tiiiegp to see a mother, who 
has never assisted her ehild in the acquirement 
of a single idea during infancy, expressing the 
utmost anxietj for its learning to read. As soon 
as the age for tasks arrives, tasks must he given, 
or the ehild is lost. Thus is an invincihle aversion 
to learning often inspired ; while, if the tenth part 
of the pains then bestowed, had be^i given at a 
more early period, curiosity would have been 
awakened, and the mind wonld have been pre- 
pared for the reception of farther instruction. — 
The seed that is to bring forth an hundred fold, 
must be sown in good and prepared ground. 

Ibid. 



ON CATECHISMS. 

Committing to memory thd words of a Catechispi, 
may indeed improve that faculty, as every other 
exercise of it will do ; but no more knowledge is 
imparted, than if the words of the answer, had no 
connection with one another. 

Many can recollect in early hfe, thus labouring 
to commit a number of words to memory as a task, 
to which they did not attach the smallest idea. 
It is on this principle, I conceive, that if you teach 
children to answer a question in their own Ian* 

H 
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gnage, yon in the most effectual manner ascertain 
the state of their knowledge, on the subject to 
-which the question relates. In conversing with 
the young, I should always consider such an an- 
swer, even where there was a considerable mix- 
ture of inaccuracy in it, more satisfactory than 
merely being able to repeat, even most correctly, 
the language of the most perfect formula. The 
one necessarily requires the exercise of the judg- 
ment,^ the other does not ; nay, it is most com- 
monly, quite an exclusive exercise of the memory. 
But a farther advantage of the former mode is, 
that the parent not only ascertains the knowledge 
of the child, but he can see where that knowledge 
is most defective, and apply himself to remedy 
the defect ; while, as the mere repetition of the 
words of a Catechism does not enable him to as- 
certain whether or not there is any real knowledge 
at all, he must of course be completely prevented 
from discovering where any deficiency lies, which 
needs to be supplied by further instruction. 

Innes. 



Whoever wishes that religious principles should 
influence the heart, and govern the conduct in 
future life, must early influence the heart and 
affections in its favour. This, from all that we 
know of the human mind, can only be effected by 
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means of agreeable associations; and seldom, I 
fear, are these attached to a Catechism, in the 
way in which Catechisms are usually taught. — 
Still, if religious principle were to be instilled by 
such means, it might be proper to force perse- 
verance, in spite of aversion. But what principle 
can an infant acquire from sounds to which he 
can attach no sense ? Before we have been at any 
pains to inspire him with the love of God, can we 
imagine, that principles which ought to be rooted 
and grounded in love, may be forced upon the 
mind, in the form of dry and didactic compositions, 
or of elaborate metaphysical speculations, de- 
duced through such a chain of argument, as we 
ourselves can scarcely trace? And is it before 
the mind is able to compare and to combine ; be- 
fore the powers of reflection have begun to ope- 
rate, and while the ideas received by means of the 
senses, are yet few and confused, that we can 
expect an infant to comprehend them ? 

If a father intend that his son should be a ma- 
thematician, he will not begin at four or five years 
old to make him get by heart the problems of 
Euclid ; but following nature in the gradual de- 
velopement of the faculties, he will begin by the 
simplest propositions of arithmetic, and not vainly 
expect, that by a jingle of words he is to teach his 
child the nature of a cycloid, or parabola, before 
he has been taught by his senses, that two and two 
make foiir. Hamilton. 

H 2 
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ON LEARNING SCRIPTURE BY ROTE. 

Where the knowledge of scripture is forced upoi^ 
children as a task, — where they are compelled to 
recite long portions of it by rote, in the same 
manner as they decline nouns and conjugate verbs^ 
the passages learned may be retained by tbe me- 
mory, but we may reasonably doubt whether they 
will ever impress the heart. I am, I coinfess, the 
more inclined to doubt it, because the most con- 
firmed reprobates I have ever known, bad a^ 
accurate knowledge of scripture, acquired in the 
manner above alluded to. 

The first step, towards inspiring your children 
with a veneration for the sacred writings, and 
with a desire of knowing something of their con- 
tents, must be, the observations they will naturally 
and voluntarily make upon your frequent perusal 
of them. While they see other books read ajad 
dismissed, and that the Bible aloi^e remains tl|# 
constant companion of your serious hours, tlie 
subject of your daily and delightful medltatioa,^ 
they will associate the idea of superior ei^cellence 
with the Bible, before they are able to read. But, 
on the contrary, if they see it only brought out om 
a tedious and gloomy Sunday, and then rend M a 
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duty, and a task, the prepossession that will take 
place, in disfavoar of its contents, will probably 
never be eradicated. Ibid. 



ON ABRIDGEMENTS. 

An abridgement may be a bridge, it may help us 
over the water, but it keeps us from drinking. 

Guesses at Truth. 



There seems to be a mistake in the use of abridge- 
ments. They are put systematically into the 
hands of youth, who have, or ought to have, lei- 
sure for the works at large; while abridgements 
seem more immediately calculated for persons in 
more advanced life, who wish to recal something 
they had forgotten; who want to restore old ideas, 
rather than to recover new ones : or they are useful 
for persons immersed in the business of the worlds 
who have little leisure for voluminous reading. — 
They are excellent to refresh the mind, but not 
competent to form it. Hannah More. 



103 ON ARITHMETIC 



ON ARITHMETIC. 

In learning the power of numbers, the judgment 
is muctf improved, provided that the judgment be 
permitted to be duly exercised ; but if we only 
aim at hurrying the pupil on as fast as possible, 
through the rules of arithmetic, that we may be 
able to boast of its astonishing progress, in having 
got to the rule of three, while others of the same 
age, have not proceeded beyond simple addition ; 
the memory will probably have been the only 
faculty exercised, throughout the process. 

In the whole course of education, children are 
great sufferers, from our having forgotten the pro- 
cess, by which we ourselves acquired the know-« 
ledge we now possess. The intermediate ideas, 
which served as links in the chain of our original 
conceptions, have fled from our recollection ; we 
therefore never think of presenting them to the 
minds of our children ; and yet without these con- 
necting ideas, it is impossible that we should ever 
succeed in communicating instruction. 

Hamilton. 
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Number presents a most important field, on which 
to develope and strengthen the minds of children. 
Its obvious connexion with the circumstances 
surrounding them, the simplicity of its data, the 
clearness and certainty of its processes, the neat- 
ness and indisputable correctness of its results, 
adapt it in an eminent degree, for early instruc- 
tion. Arithmetical exercises tend to g^ve clear- 
ness, activity, and tenacity to the mind ; many 
an intellect that has not power enough for 
geometry, nor refinement enough for languages, 
finds in them a department of study, on which 
it may labour with the invigorating consciousness 
of success. But the advantages must of course 
depend, in a great measure, on the manner in 
which arithmetic is taught. More than any other 
branch of instruction, has it suffered in this coun- 
try, from the influence of circumstances. 

Were the true ends of intellectual education 
more clearly apprehended, the means of prose- 
cuting it would be more justly appreciated. — 
While the question. Cut bono? so judicious in 
itself, is answered by a sordid reference to mere 
money-getting, or by a narrow-minded consider- 
ation of mere professional advancement, every 
method of instruction, that proposes to itself a 
more exalted, though less obvious utility, will be 
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ridiculed as visionary, or neglected as unprofit- 
able. But when the true end of intellectual 
education shall be admitted to be, first the attain- 
ment of mental power, and then the application 
of it to practical and scientific purposes, that 
plan of early instruction, which dwells long en 
first principles, and does not haste to make 
learned, will be acknowledged to be the most 
economical, because the most effectual. £k- 
perience will shew, as it has indeed already 
she¥m, that while superficial teaching may pre^ 
pare for the mere routine of daily business, when^ 
soever a question, not anticipated in the manual 
occurs, none but the pupil whose faculties have 
been exercised in the investigation of truth, who 
is the master, not the slave of rules, will solve, the 
unexpected difficulty, by a novel application of 
the principles of the science. Mayo. 



SECTION III. 



ON THE MEANS MOST ADAPTED 

TO FROMOTB THB 

TRUE INTERESTS OF CHILDREN. 

" Our education should be like our guardian angels, suggest 
nothing to our minds, but what is wise and holy; help us to 
discover and subdue every vain passion of our hearts, and every 
false judgment of our minds." Law. 



ON THE MEANS MOST ADAPTED 

TO PROMOTE THB 

TRUE INTERESTS OF CHILDREN. 



ON RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION. 

EnucATioN should be essentially religious. Its 
end and aim should be, to lead a creature bom 
for immortality, to that conformity to the image 
of God, in which the glory and happiness of im- 
mortality consists. In pursuing this end, means 
strictly analogous to the divine dealing with man, 
in the scheme of redemption, are to be employed. 
The instructor must regard himself, as standing in 
God's stead to the child ; and as by the revelation 
of God's love, is the spiritual transformation 
of man accomplished, so must the earthly teacher 
build all his moral agencies, on the manifestation 
of his own love towards the pupil. Then, as ** we 
love God, because he first loved us,'^ so will the 
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affections of the pupil be awakened towards his 
instructor, when he feels himself the object of that 
instructor's regard. Again, as love to God ge- 
nerates conformity to his will, so will obedience 
to the instructor be the consequence of awakened 
affection. This is the basis of a right education* 
for as *' love is the fulfilment of the law/' so in 
love must be sought the elements, which in this 
fulfilment) have their ultimate result. 

Education should be essentially moral. The 
principles and standard of its morality should be 
derived from the precepts of the gospel, as illus- 
trated by the example of the Redeemer. Moral 
instruction, to be availing, must be the purified 
atid elevated expression of a moral life, actually 
pervading the scene of education. In carrying on 
the business of the school-room, or in watching 
over the diversions of the play-ground, the motives 
and restraints of the purest morality, and those 
only, must be employed. Moral diseases are not 
to be counteracted by moral poisons ; nor is the 
intellectual attainment to be furthered, at the 
expence of moral good. 

Moral education does not consist in preventing 
immoral actions ; but in cultivating dispositions, 
forming principles, and establishing habits. Nor 
does intellectual education attain its end, by the 
mere communication of intellectual truths, but 
rather in the developement of those faculties^ by 
which truth is recognized and discovered. 
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Activity is the great meaBS of deyelopement ; for 
aeti<m is the parent of powtr. The sentiments of 
the heart, the facultiea of the miocl, the powers 
of the body, advance to their maturity through a 
succession of actings, in conformity to their na- 
ture. Opportunities for the exercise of moral 
virtues, should be carefully sought out, or at least 
diligently applied. To cultivate benevolent dis* 
positions, the pupil should be invited to relieve 
the indigent; — to overcome his selfishness, he 
should be induced to share, or to part with the 
objects of his own desire. In intellectual culture, 
every branch of instruction should be so presented 
to the pupiFs mind, as to bring into the highest 
activity, the faculties most legitimately to be 
employed upon it. Mayo. 



When a watch goes wrong, it is not enough to 
move the hands, you must set the regulator^ 
When a man does ill, it is not enough to alter his 
handywork, you must regulate his heart. 

Guesses at Truth. 



Every hour that a Christian mother spends with 
her children, has balm on its wings. She con- 
trives to make even their pastimes a moral lesson. 
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and though it is not possible (and it is not desira- 
ble that she should) make their regular lessons 
a pastime, yet she adapts them well to the abi- 
lities of her scholars, accommodates them well to 
times and circumstances, and divests them of 
whatever is oppressive and revolting. To mix 
the pleasant with the useful is at least as im- 
portant in education, as in poetry ; but good 
mothers far exceed good poets in that art. Surely, 
then, a mother should be jealous of every thing, 
ndiich keeps her from the bosom of her family, 
a sphere in which she is so gifted to shine, and 
to be a blessing to those most dear to her. How 
sad it is, when she throws away this pure gold, 
for mere dross, by giving up those hours to an 
excess of visiting and company, or even of read- 
ing, which ought to be spent among her children ! 
And how sad, too, where such high powers to 
train her young charge for Christ and glory, are 
not under the guidance of an enlightened judg- 
ment, or receive a wrong direction.. 

Basing TON. 
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ON DEDICATING A CHILD TO GOD. 

He held him as an offering up to heaven, 

A living sacrifice unto the God 

Whom he invoked ; ^' Oh thou who art/' he cried, 

'' Let this my son, mine only son, 

Whom I thus dedicate to thee ; — let him, 

Let him, be taught thy will, and choose 

Obedience to it ; may he fear thy power. 

Walk in thy light— 

And oh ! my last, last prayer — to him reveal 

The unutterable secret of thy name." 

Montgomery. 



Captain of our salvation, take 
The souls we here present to thee ; 

And fit for thy great service make, 
These heirs of immortality ! 

And let them in thine image rise. 

And then transplant to Paradise. 

Unspotted from the world, and pure, 
Preserve them for thy glorious cause ; 
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Accustomed daily to endure, 

The welcome burden of thy cross : 
Innured to toil, and patient pain. 
Till all thy perfect mind they gain. 

Our sons, henceforth, be wholly thine, 
And serve and love thee all their days ; 

Infuse the principle divine. 
In all who here expect thy grace : 

X4et each inprove the grace bestow'd, 

Rise every man, a child of God ! 

Train up thy hardy soldiers, Lo^rd, 
In all their Captain's steps to tread, 

Oh send them to proclaim thy word. 
Thy gospel throiugh the world to spread, 

Freely as they receive, to give, 

AimI preach the death by which we live. 

Wesley, 



ON INTERCESSION FOR CHILDREN. 

To prevail in intercessions for others, we are to 
take care, that as our piety, so also must our 
offices be extraordinary. He that prays to recover 
a family from an hereditary cvaac^ or to reverse a 
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sentence of God, to cMicel a sentenoe of heaven, 
gone out against his friend — he that would heal 
the sick with his prayer-— or, with his devotion, 
prevail against an surmy, must not expect such 
great effects, upon a morning or evening collect, 
or an honest wish, put into the reoollections of a 
prayer, or a period put in on purpose. 

Jbrbmy Taylor. 



Father of lights ! thy needful aid 

To us that ask, impart ; 
Mistrustful of ourselves, afraid 

Of our own treacherous heart. 

Overwhelmed with justest fear, again 

To thee, for help we call. 
Where many mightier have been slain. 

By thee unsaved, we fall. 

Ah ! what avails superior light, 

Without superior love ? 
We see the truth, we judge aright. 

And wisdom's ways approve. 

We mark the idolizing throng, 

Their cruel fondness blame. 
Their children's souls we know they wrong, 

And we shall do the same. 

•i 
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- In spite of our resolves, we fear 

Our own infirmity, 
And tremble at the trial near, 
And cry, oh God, to thee ! 

We soon shall do, what we condemn. 

And, down the torrent borne. 
With shame confess our nature's stream. 

Too strong for us to turn. 

Our only help in danger's hour. 

Our only strength thou art. 
Above the world, and Satan's power. 

And greater than our heart. 

tJs, from ourselves, thou canst secure. 

In nature's slippery ways. 
And make our feeble footsteps sure. 

By thy sufficient grace. 

If, on this promised grace alone. 

We faithfully depend. 
Thou surely wilt preserve thine own. 

And keep them to the end. 

Wilt make us tenderly discreet, 
To guard what thou hast given, 

And bring our child with us to meet 
At thy right hand in heaven. 

Wesley, 



ON EARLY RELIGIOUS TEACHING. US 



Let all who have children, endeavoar to be the 
beginners and the stock of a new blessing to their 
family, by blessing their children, by praying 
much for them, by holy education, and a severe 
piety, by rare example, and an excellent religion. 

Jeremy Taylor. 



ON EARLY RELIGIOUS TEACHING. 

I EARNESTLY rcqucst all Christian parents, that 
they would have compassion on the souls of their 
poor children, and be faithful to the great trust, 
that God hath put on them. If you cannot do 
what you would for them, do what you can. Both 
church and state, city and country, groan under 
the neglect of this weighty duty. Will you there- 
fore resolve upon it, and neglect it no longer? 
Remember Eli. Your children are like Moses in 
the bulrushes, ready to perish, if they have not 
help. As ever you would not be charged before 
God, nor have them cry out against you in ever- 
lasting fire, see that you teach them how to escape 
it, and bring them up in holiness and the fear 

I 9 
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of God. I charge every one of you upon your 
allegiance to God, as you will very shortly answer 
the contrary at your peril, that you will neither 
refuse nor neglect this flKWt necessary duty. If 
you are not willing to do it, now yo«i know it to 
be 80 great a duty, you are rebels, and no true 
so^eots of Jesus Chiist. If you are willing, but 
know not haw^ I will add a iew words of direction 
to help you. Lead them, by your examples, to 
prayer, reading, and other religious duties. In- 
form their understandings, — store their memories, 
— rectify their wills,-— quicken their affections, — 
keep tender their consciences, — restrain their 
tongues, and teach them gracious speech, — reform 
and watch over their outward conversation. To 
these ends, get them Bibles and pious books, and 
see that they read thenf. Examine tihem often 
witat they learn ; e socially spend the iiord'a 
day in tiiis work, and suffer them not to spend it 
in sports or idleness. Shew them the meaning 
of what they read or learn ; keep them out of evil 
oompanyr and acquaint them with the godJy. 
Especially shew them the excellency, neoessity, 
and pleasure of serving God, and labour to fix 
all upon their hearts. Baxteh. 
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ON RELIGIOUS AND MORAL 
INSTRUCTION. 

Reltoious edncatitm should begin in the dawn 
of childhood. The earliest days, after intelli- 
genee is fairly formed in the mind, are ineom^ 
{Mtrably the best for this purpose. The chikl 
should be ta«ght, as soon wf he is capable of 
comprehending the instructions which are to be 
communicated. Nothing should be suffered to 
preoccupy the place, which is destined to trutk. 

If the intellect is not filled with sound instmc-^ 
tion, as fast as it is capable of receiving it, the 
enemy, who neyer neglects to sow tares, when 
psffents are asleep, will imperceptibly fill it with 
a dangerous and noxious growth. 

The great truths of religion should be taught 
so early, that the mind should never remember 
when it began to learn, or when it was without 
tilts knowledge. Whenever it turns a retrospee*- 
tive view upon the proceeding periods of its 
existence, these truths should always seem to 
have been in its possession ; to have the character 
of innate principles, to have been inwoven in its 
nature, and to constitute a part of all its current 
tfainidng. IXwight. 
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They talk like emissaries of Satan, who would 
undervalue parents for enforcing a discipline of 
knowledge and of action, and, above all, of obe- 
dience upon the child, lest forsooth they should 
cramp the liberty of nature. What do they mean 
by that word, " liberty of nature?" I know what 
liberty of will means, but of nature I have no 
notion, but as a bondage upon the natural liberty 
of the will : so that, all they do by the sufferance 
and endurance of childhood of youth, is to 
permit them to rivet the bonds and iniquity, to 
confirm and deepen the darkness, into which we 
are all by nature brought. 

Not however deeming these moping sentimen- 
talists worthy the expenditure of good sense, I 
cannot enough admire, nor could have belie ved, 
did I not know it for certain, that many pious 
people are so far overseen in this matter, as to 
believe and act upon the faith, that because 
they cannot change the heart, nor lead the mind 
to Jesus, nor in any other way bear a part 
in the work of their children's salvation, it is of 
little avail to distress themselves, with laborious 
pains-takings, and it is wicked to think that they 
can by all their efforts bring them a jot nearer 
to Christ : — all this Antinomian speculation and 
practice, which goes to a great height with some. 
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cometh, dear brethren, of this capital defect in 
their theology ; that they know not, or believe 
not, that there is a soil, as well as Sower of seed, 
and a Waterer of seed, and a Husbandman, which 
soil is in man, is in the heart of man ; which soil 
is looked to by God, and is honored with his 
caltivation, and made fmitfal of his hanrest. To 
the formation of which soil, I say again, nothing 
under heaven contributes so essentially ais the 
right training, and the good-breeding of a father*s 
house— by cultivating in the child many excellent 
qualities of the mind and heart, whereof by far 
the best is faith, or a simple reliance upon the 
word of its parents, and an undoubting confidence 
in their afiection. And next to this, is a rever- 
ence of their authority, and an implicit obedience 
of their commands. 

To believe, to revere, and to obey, are the three 
highest faculties and functions of man ; and the 
three most necessary requisites towards the re- 
ceiving and fructifying of the Divine seed, which 
must be believed, and revered, and obeyed, in 
order to bring forth any fruit. Irving. 



In combating Infidelity in youth, we must recol- 
lect the proverb, that ' a man may bring his horse 
to the water, but cannot make him drink.* 

The minds of the young are preoccupied: — 
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they will not listen : yet a crisis may come :- 
tbey will stop, and bethink themselyes. 

Crcil. 



God, only wise, almighty, good. 
Send forth thy truth and light, 

To point us oat the narrow road. 
And guide our steps aright. 

To steer the dangerous course, between 

The rocks on either hand, 
And fix us in the golden mean, 

And bring our charge to land. 

Made apt by thy sufficient grace 
To teach, as taught by Thee, 

We come to train in all thy ways 
Our rising progeny. 

Their selfish will in time subdue. 

And mortify their pride. 
And lend their youth a sacred clue 

To find the Crucified ! 

We would in every step look up. 

By thine example taught ; 
T' alarm their fear, excite their hope^ 

And rectify their thought 
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We would persuade their hearts t' obey. 

With mildest zeal proceed ; 
And never take the harsher way, 

When loye will do the deed. 

For this we ask in faith sincere, 

The wisdom froin above ; 
To touch their hearts with filial fear, 

And pare, ingenuous love. 

To watch their will, to sense inclined. 

Withhold the hurtful food ; 
And gently lead their tender mind. 

And draw their souls to God. 

Wesley. 



Innurb your children to good; instruct, admo- 
nish, educate them, in the knowledge and fear 
of God, and season their minds as early as pos- 
sible, with the fundamental truths of religion; 
and in such a manner, as is best suited to their 
capacity, and to train them up in all holiness. 
Every instruction should be seconded by example. 
Let them continually see, as well as hear, how 
they ought to walk acceptably, and to please 
God. 
Be pacticularly careful to set before your chil-* 
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dren, the copies and patterns of the virtues which 
yon teach ; and let them neither see nor hear any 
thing from you which you would not desire to 
haye copied hy them. Even a heathen, and none 
of the most virtuous, could say. Maxima dehetvr 
jmeris reverentia. We ought to reverence and 
stand in awe of children, that nothing may he 
spoken or done in their sight which may taint 
their tender minds. They are prone to imitate 
any, hut more especially those that are nearly 
related to them, which undoubtedly they will be 
most ready to do, when example strikes in with 
their natural propensity to evil. Wesley. 



Now it may well be said, that if we believe not, 
revere not, and obey not, our parents which are 
on earth, how shall we believe, revere, or obey 
our Father which is in heaven ? Wherefore, bre- 
thren, I do exhort you the more diligently to give 
heed unto your children, especially in these times 
which are unbelieving to the very core, and ir- 
reverent to the last degree ; that you may lay in 
them, from their infancy, the rudiments of these 
three excellent endowments. And to that effect 
never deal falsely with your children, on any 
pretence ; joke not with them ; give into no ex- 
travagance with them ; but keep to the bare and 
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naked truth, until your word, your look, your 
simplest si^, becomes an equivalent to truth; 
and let truth be ever in their ears, and let truth 
be ever in their eyes. Irving. ' 



I TOO frequently see parents make the reforma* 
tion of their children's faults, a matter in which 
religion is scarcely, if at all, referred to; and 
little or no appeal is directed to the heart and 
oonscietice. Thus morality comes to be consi- 
dered, as consisting entirely (or nearly so) in mere 
outward observances. 

God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit, are little 
brought into view in the course of the child's 
daily conduct ; and he gets into the habit of being 
satisfied with himself, if he does nothing contrary 
to rule, though his motive may not have been 
holy, and his heart may have been in a very 
indifferent state. 

You can describe to me, better than I to you, 
the evils of such a state, and the hardness of con- 
science, and other future evils threatened by it. 
The system here has been carefully to counteract 
these evils, both present and future, by doing our 
best to lead our children to have God in all their 
thoughts, and to habitual daily repentance, and 
tenderness of conscience before him ; in short, to 
that frame of mind, making proper allowance for 



1S4 ON RELIGIOUS AND MORAL INSTKIXCnON> 

their age, which id required in aU of us, hy o«r 
heavenly Father. To this end, we always OMlea^ 
your, in correcting a fault in a child^ to have a 
right religious view of it ; and to giire the dbild, 
partly by precept and illustration, and partly by 
sympathy, (for si vis me fiere, dolendum est primum 
ipsi tibif is eminently applicable in this case,) a 
right feeling respecting it, as an offence against 
his Maker, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 

It is too common, as you know, to cut short the 
notice of a fault. It is strongly blamed, the c^ild 
undergoes some punishment perhaps, perhaps he 
IB threatened with scTcre punishment if he repeats 
the fault, or perhaps he is required to say that 
he is sorry, and will not repeat it. The parent is 
peremptory, the child is frightened, and all is 
Over in a very short time, without any useful inn 
pression on the child, except that be is less dis- 
posed to commit the outward act, which has 
drawn upon him these animadversions. 

Mrs, B and I, on the contrary, endeavour 

to make every fault of our children to be felt by 
them, as an offence against God, and a sin to be 
repented of, and thereupon to be pardoned by our 
Saviour. We, therefore, carefully guard against 
the child's thinking his fault is reproved as a 
personal offence against ourselves. We talk to 
him solemnly, but tenderly, feeling and express* 
ing much concern that he has offended Grod; 
contrasting his conduct with the love c^ Gk>d, 
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paiiiting tlie pleasure with which his holiness 
woald be yiewed in heaven, especially by Christ ; 
and the pain which his sin has occasioned. 

In short, we talk with him mutatis muUmdit^ as 
with a friend, with whom we tenderly sympathifle, 
while we leel we have a right to command. We 
temper the terrors of the Lord with representations 
of his love and mercy: and we persevere in the 
coitrse till the child's mind appears hiimbie aad 
softened, and \mm%ht into a penitent frame. Snek 
as Ood loolcs upon with favour. 

The whole ends often in a short affectionate 
prayer, of half<-a-minute, for pardon and grace, 
dictated by ourselves, as far as the child's own 
thoughts will not of themselves supply it. This 
process is never hurried over, nor is it ever 
brought to a conclusion before the end seems to 
be attained ; as nothing can be la&te important, 
so nothing is suffered to supersede or interrupt it. 
It is taken up very early, and is always accommo- 
dated, in its different parts, to the years and 
knowledge of the child. 

It appears formidable on paper, but it is sur- 
prising how short and even pleasant it is, in all 
common cases, tiirou^ its being commenced so 
early and habitually practised. It has almost 
banished punishment from our house, and has 
brought If ith it various other good consequences. 
I need not say that a good deal of discrimination 
and discretion ought to be exercised by the 
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parent. Religion must be made to wear an ami- 
able and endearing, as well as awful countenance. 
The bruised reed must not be broken — the feelings 
must not be excited beyond what nature will 
bear ; and if a storm of feeling arises, it must be 
allayed without any improper indulgence destruc- 
tive of the effect which was aimed at. 

You will see that sagacity and self-command 
are wanted on the part of the parent, which cannot 
be hoped for if he do not maintain an unruffled 
mind. Babington. 



Come, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost^ 
To whom we for our children cry, 

The good desired, and wanted most. 
Out of thy richest grace supply, 

The sacred discipline be given, 

To train and bring them up for heaVn. 

Answer on them the end of all 

Our cares, and pains, and studies here, 
On them, recovered from the fall, 

Stamp with thy humble character; 
Rais'd by the nurture of the Lord, 
To all their paradise restored. 
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Error and ignorance remove, 

Their blindness, both of heart and mind. 
Give them the wisdom from above, 

Spotless, and peaceable, and kind ; 
In knowledge pure, their minds renew. 
And store with thoughts divinely true. 

Learning's redundant part and vain, 

Be here cut off and cast aside ; 
But let them, Lord, the substance gain, 

In ev'ry solid truth abide ; 
Swiftly acquire, and ne'er forego. 
The knowledge fit for man to know. 

Unite the pair, so long disjoined. 

Knowledge and vital piety. 
Learning and holiness combined, 

And truth and love let all men see. 
In those whom up to thee we give, 
Thine, only thine, to die, or live. 

Father, accept them thro' thy Son, 

And ever by thy Spirit guide ; 
Thy wisdom in their lives be shown, 

Thy name confest and glorified ; 
Thy pow'r and love diffused abroad. 
Till all the earth is fill'd with God, 

Wesley* 
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ON INTELLECTUAL INSTRUCTION. 

The first object of education is to shape and 
discipline the man; the second, to teach him. 
Yon must build the house before you furnish it. 
The communication and developement of power 
is of infinitely greater importance than the com- 
munication and infusion of knowledge ; even as it 
is the more wholesome and beneficial to give a 
person a good appetite and a good digestion, than 
to cram him with food, however choice and nutri- 
tive. This proposition is so evident, that I should 

not have repeated it here, unless the line of argu- 
ment pursued in most of the recent discussions 
on education had seemed to imply, Itiat it is 
forgotten. 

The problem considered in them has been, how 
to convey the greatest quantity of knowledge in 
the least time ; and not, as it ought to have been, 
how are good and able men, or, to speak more 
precisely, good and able Englishmen to be trained 
with the greatest likelihood of success? — I say, 
good and able Englishmen, because every useful 
system of education must accord with the spirit of 
the nation to be educated. True, it should pro- 
mote and help on that spirit ; but the only method 
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of doings so is, to go along with it ; if yoa take 
another road, you will affect it very little, if yoa 
pall it the contrary way, yoa will hardly help it 
on.- 

Here, howeyer, we find a verification of the 
truth, which Bacon after his custom has uttered 
in all its naked uniyersality ; for here, too, do 
knowledge and power coincide. It is by the judi- 
cious communication of knowledge, that the 
faculties of the mind are to be elicited and nou- 
rished ; in the yery act of tilling the ground, the 
seed is also sown. Guesses at Truth. 



If you understand how essential it is to let chil- 
dren form only perfectly just notions concerning 
the objects which strike their senses, you will 
have no difficulty in comprehending how necessary 
it is to them to learn to express themselves dis- 
tinctly, and with precision, about these objects. 
You hasten to satisfy their curiosity by raising 
them in your arms to the tree, which they are 
anxious to observe. That is well; but do still 
more — teach them the name of the object which 
occupies their attention; make them remark its 
form, its properties ; give them the idea of dis- 
tance: teach them at once the simple and plain 
elements of those sciences which have for their 
object number and size, 

K 
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It will no doabt be a great step, to have taught 
them to describe with clearness and perfect pre- 
cision, all the objects which strike their senses; 
but the circle of those of which they hear others 
speak ; and will in consequence learn to express 
themselves, is incomparably more extensive. 

Children ought to feel the affections of love, 
gratitude, and confidence ; and ought to know 
how to express them : and their moral perceptions 
ought to furnish them with terms for these, as their 
physical perceptions have furnished them for those 
which are the objects of their senses. 

As the art of knowing and speaking with rela- 
tion to material objects, unites itself with the first 
interests and first solicitudes of a mother, so the 
developeraent of the first moral affections, and the 
expression of this developement ought to be learnt 
whilst the child is yet in infancy. 

Pestalozzi. 



A MOTHER should givc her children a superfluity 
of enthusiasm, that after they have lost all they 
will lose on mixing with the world, enough may 
still remain, to prompt and support them through 
great actions. A cloak should be of three-pile, 
to keep its gloss in wear. 

Guesses at Truth. 
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The manner in which children describe what they 
have seen or learned, affords the best criterion 
that I am aware of, whereby to estimate the 
strength and vigour of conception. By requiring 
clear and accurate descriptions, we do much more 
to invigorate this faculty, than by all the set 
lessons in the world. 

Children who have never been exercised in this 
way, are at first at great loss for expression ; and 
it is no small advantage for the mind, to be thus 
set to work for words, to express the new ideas it 
has acquired. A little assistance, may at first be 
not only useful, but necessary. But of assistance 
in this way, the parent ought never to be lavish ; 
as it is one of the greatest drawbacks upon the 
improvement of the infant faculties, that teachers, 
to save themselves trouble, tell all, and leave 
the children to tell nothing. Hamilton, 



The little one was dancing at his side. 
And dragging him with petty violence, 
Hither and thither, from the onward path. 

The sage. 
Though dallying with the minion's wayward will. 
His own premeditated course pursued ; 

K 3 
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And while in tones of sportive tenderness, 
He answered all its qnestions, asked others 
As simple as its own, yet wisely framed 
To wake and prove an infant's faculties ; 
As though its mind were some sweet instrument. 
And he with breath and toach were finding out 
What stops and keys would yield the richest 
music. Montgomery. 



We are surprised that persons possessed of loads 
of knowledge, should speak and act so foolishly, 
as they sometimes do. We might as well wonder 
that the jack-daw who stole half-a-crown piece, 
did not lay it out in purchasing bread or barley. 

It is not merely being in possession of a certain 
sum of knowledge, that will give judgment or 
discernment. These are inherent qualities know- 
ledge may improve, but it cannot create them ; 
nay, I am verily persuaded, that in our ill-judged 
anxiety to fill the mind with what we call know- 
ledge, we often weaken or destroy those faculties, 
without the aid of which it can make no use of 
the knowledge it acquires. 

By assiduously cultivating the faculty of atten- 
tion in early infancy, we do more towards laying 
the foundation of a wise and useful character, 
than if we were to cram all we know into its little 
brains. The children of a sensible mother, have 
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all their faculties so jadicionsly exercised, that 
their minds are ever in a state of preparation for 
the reception of new ideas. Every field-flower 
which they gather in their walks — every pebble 
which they pick up in their road, will be rendered 
a source of new ideas to their tender minds. Ca- 
riosity will be thus awakened, it will be gradually 
turned to higher objects, and so judiciously grati- 
fied as to lay the foundation of a love of know- 
ledge, the first step to all improvement. Reading 
will then be taught with ease, and considered as a 
privilege rather than as a task. The command 
of attention having been already attained, it will 
be ready to obey the call ; and having been habi- 
tually exercised on all the objects of perception, 
will without difficulty apply to those new objects 
from which new ideas are now to be acquired. 

Hamilton. 



The ideal aim and end in a perfect scheme of 
education, as far it concerns the intellectual part 
of a man, is to produce a classical and catholic 
mind; classical, from the refinements, the justness, 
the orderliness of all its perceptions ; catholic, from 
the range of its comprehension, as well as from the 
cordial affectionate welcome and acknowledge- 
ment with which it receives and entertains every 
form of existence. Such a spirit will venerate all 
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tbings ; yet nothing will enslave it : thus is it the 
direct antipode to the liberal spirit now in vogue ; 
for of the latter it is not exaggeration to say, that 
it venerates nothing ; yet is the servilest of slaves 
to every shifting gust, tossing about amid that 
heap of dead leaves which a misplaced courtesy 
terms public opinion. 

The foregoing definition is a sufficient answer 
to the advocates of professional education. 

Guesses at Truth. 



Let us suppose a child, whose conceptions have 
been gradually improved by the unceasing, though 
almost imperceptible, efforts of a judicious and 
attentive parent. She marks the time when ideas 
upon the subject of numbers may be given with 
effect ; she seizes the most proper period for be- 
ginning her instructions, or rather leading the 
mind to instruct itself. By frequently-recurring 
opportunities, she exercises the conceptions and 
the judgments upon units ; she renders all the 
different combinations, that can produce numbers 
under ten, familiar to these faculties, and then 
proceeds to add ten to ten, till the conceptions 
can embrace hundreds. Tables of numbers are 
then given to be summed up, and at every step, 
the judgment is taught to decide on its truth 
and certainty* Multiplication is explained as a 
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shorter method of addition, and its principles 
unfolded in plain and easy terms. By frequent 
exercise the mind becomes so familiar to the sub- 
ject, that its knowledge appears intuitive ; its 
ideas are all clear and accurate; and although 
the rules may not be gone through with a tenth 
part of the speed with which they are sometimes 
galloped over, yet we canliot doubt that when 
two pupils, taught on different methods, come to 
put their knowledge into practice, the one we 
have described will have a great and manifest 
advantage. Hamilton. 



If you pull up your window a little, it is far 
likelier to give you cold or rheumatism or stiff- 
neck, than if you throw it wide open ; and the 
chance of any bad consequence becomes still less 
if you go out into the air, and let it act on you 
equally from every side. 

Is it not just the same with knowledge? Do 
not those who are exposed to a draught of it, 
blowing on them through a crevice, usually grow 
stiff-necked? When you open the windows of 
the mind, therefore, open them as widely as you 
can ; open them, and let the soul send forth its 
messengers to explore the state of the earth. 

The best, indeed the only method, of guarding 
against the mischiefs which may ensue from 
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teaching men a little, is to teach them more. — 
Knowledge is the true Wiar of Achilles : nothing 
but itself can heal the wounds it may have in- 
flicted. Guesses at Truth. 



ON MATERNAL INSTRUCTION. 

A MOTHER must not act by imitation, but by 
volition ; she cannot get feelings, and particularly 
those of a noble mother, by looking on any 
common school-process. She must begin at that 
point of perfection which seems to suit her best, 
and go forward incessantly with the moral 
developement. 

The work is a sublime one, and can only be 
performed properly, when the heart is the prime 
mover in it, and when the work finished is for 
Christ — Christ is the end, and the only end, for 
which every thing should be undertaken. 

J. 



With children, a vigilant superintendance is 
required, but not a frequent interference. 

Mrs. Huntington. 
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She tasted joys, which none bat woman knows, 

The hopes, fears, feelings, raptures of a mother. 

Dearer to her than all the aniverse, 

The looks, the cries, the embraces of her babes, 

In each of whom she lived a separate life, 

And felt the fountain^ whence their veins were 

fill'd. 
Flow in perpetual union with the streams. 
That swelled their pulses, and throbVd back thro' 

hers — 
Oh 'twas benign relief, when my vexed eye 
Could gaze on woman in her self-denial, 

^To her oJOTspring all alive. 

Dead only to herself. 

Montgomery. 



In the instruction of children, let a mother take 
her own way, and use the means she thinks the 
fittest ; let her not cramp herself with rules, but 
only use such instruments as she needs. 

Let her keep constantly in view the end to be 
attained, and encourage herself in the Lord. 

There is no need of her copying any thing but 
the deepest feelings of her own heart Copy 
these feelings in her voice, her countenance, in 
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her actions : — let her act the mother, dispossessing 
herself as much as possible of self-love, and then 
she is morally certain of that success upon which 
a blessing may with safety be asked. 

The whole affair is one of the heart: this view 
of education may to some be entirely new, but 
when felt it is then easily understood. J^ 



ON THE 

DISPOSITION OF MIND SUITABLE IN 
AN INSTRUCTOR. 

The disposition discovered and felt by the in- 
structor, should always be that of tender affection. 
No instructions are ever advantageously imbibed 
by children, except from those whom they love ; 
and they love none, except those by whom they 
think themselves beloved. The real air, aspect, 
and proof of affection, are as discernible by a 
child as by a man ; and his real friends as easily 
known. 

No persons feel affection more tenderly, or 
more carefully watch the conduct in which it is 
discovered. But the only wa}*^ to appear kind, 
is to feel kindly, and the only way to be believed 
to have this character, is to possess it. 

DWIGHT. 
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O'er wayward childhood wouldst thou hold firm 

sway, 
And snn thee in the light of happy faces, 
Love, Hope, and Patience, those must be thy 

graces. 
And in thine own heart let them first keep school ; 
For as old Atlas, on his broad neck places 
Heaven's starry globe, and there sustains it, so 
Do these upbear the little world below 
Of education ; Patience, Love, and Hope — 
Methinks I see them group'd in seemly show. 
The straightened arms uprais'd, the palms aslope. 
And robes that touching, as adown they flow. 
Distinctly blend, like snow emboss'd in snow — 
Oh ! part them never ! If Hope prostrate lie. 

Love too will sink and die* 
But Love is subtle, and will proof derive, 
From her own life, that Hope is yet alive ; 
And bending o'er with soul-transfusing eyes, 
And the soft murmurs of the mother dove, 
Woos back the fleeting spirit and half supplies : 
Thus Love repays to Hope what Hope first gave 

to Love. 
Yet haply there will come a weary day. 

When over-taskM at length. 
Both Love and Hope, beneath the load give way ; 
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Then with a statue's smile, a statue's strength, 
Stands the mute sister, Patience, nothing loth. 
And both supporting, does the work of both. 

I. T. Coleridge. 



We must bear in mind that it is essential to the 
welfare of children, to know how to obey, to sub- 
mit their wills, and to bear a denial. While, at 
the same time, their minds should be left free and 
vigorous, open to every innocent enjoyment, and 
unfettered by the thraldom of fear. We shall best 
unite these important advantages, by an authority 
firm, but affectionate ; equally free from peevish- 
ness or ill-temper, and an excess of indulgence ; 
regular and consistent : never unnecessarily called 
into action, but always with effect ; exercised with 
a simple view, to the good of those under our care, 
according to the dictates of judgment, and from 
the principle of love ; for the reproofis, corrections 
and restraints which are necessarily imposed upon 
children, should spring from love, as well as the 
encouragements and indulgences which we bestow 
upon them. Mrs. Huntington. 
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ON CHILDREN. 

A CHILD is a box full of gems, if we know how to 
work on them, so that he shall be able to show 
them, in all their brightness. These gems are 
discoloured, it is true, but they are made more so 
by a wrong education. J. 



ON DIVERSIFYING OCCUPATION. 

Let not yonr field or yonr mind lie fallow too 
long : they will produce a crop of weeds ; and 
weeds are much readier to take root than to leave 
it. The most profitable husbandry, that which 
best works the land without leaving it, is by a 
change of crops. 

Longhi, the great engraver of Raphael's lovely 
Marriage of the Virgin^ told me that he made it a 
rule always to have two prints in hand ; and that 
turning from one to the other was the only relaxa- 
tion he needed. — For relaxation means loosening, 
not untying ; and when you have loosened your 
faculties, you may soon tighten them again : but 
if you let them lie on the ground, they get en- 
tangled and knotted, until it is often no easy task 
to bring them into order. 

Guesses at Truth. 



SECTION IV. 



ON THE 

RULES AND EXAMPLES 
FURNISHED BY THE SCRIPTURES 

ON -THB 

SUBJECT OF EDUCATION. 

Tht word is a lamp nnto my fee^ and a light onto my path. 

Ps. 119; 105. 
For whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for 
otur learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures might have hope. Rom . xv. 4. 



ON TBK 

RULES AND EXAMPLES 
FURNISHED BY THE SCRIPTURES 

OV THB 

SUBJECT OF EDUCATION. 



ON THE COVENANT LOVE OF GOD. 

God has been pleased, from the creation of the 
world, to make with his people covenants or 
agreements. 

Adam was the first covenant head of his pos- 
terity ; and in his fall, they all fell likewise. 
" In Adam all die." 

Noah was the next illustrious individual with 
whom God vouchsafed to make a covenant, and 
to preserve, not only him, but all his family, on 
account of his faith. He is commanded to build 
an ark for the saving of his house, and is directed 
in these words to enter into it : Gen. vii. 1. " And 
the Lord said unto Noah, come tiiou and all thy 

L 
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house into the ark, for thee have I seen righteons 
before me in this generation/' 

When God would choose a people from the 
world unto himself, that he might in a visible 
manner form a church upon the earth, he called 
Abram from Ur, of the Chaldees, and promised 
him, that '^ in him and in his seed, should all tlie 
nations of the earth be blessed/' This promise 
was made not to all his posterity, but to Isaac, and 
then to his son Jacob, or Israel; and all the 
blessings run in this line. 

Gen. xvii. 7 — 9. " And I will establish my co- 
venant between me and thee, and thy seed after 
thee, in their generations, for an everlasting cove^ 
nant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger* 
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting posses- 
sion, and I will be their God." 

<< And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep 
my covenant therefore, thou and thy seed after 
thee in their generations." ver. 19. Nehemiah ix. 
7, 8. Acts vii. 5. 

Deut. iv. 37, 40. " And because he loved thy 
fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, 
and brought thee out in his sight, with his mighty 
power out of Egypt. Thou shalt keep, therefore, 
bis statutes and his commandments, which I com- 
mand thee this day, that it may go well with thee, 
and with tby children after thee, and that thou 
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mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee for ever/' 

Dent. X. 15. '' Only the Lord had a delight in thy 
fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after 
them, even you above all people, as it is this day.'* 

Deut. XXX. 5, 6. " And the Lord thy God will 
bring thee into the land which thy fathers pos- 
sessed, and thou shalt possess it. And he will do 
thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. — 
And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, 
and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy 
God, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
that thou mayest li?e.'' 

1 Chron. xvi. 11, 13, 15—17. " Seek the Lord 
and his strength, seek his face continually. — O ye 
seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, 
his chosen ones. Be ye mindful always of his co- 
venant ; the word which he commanded to a thou- 
sand generations ; even of the covenant which 
he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto 
Isaac ; and hath confirmed the same to Jacob for 
a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.'^ 
Psalm cv. 6—10. 

Psalm xcviii. 3. " The Lord hath remem- 
bered bis mercy and his truth toward the hoase 
of Israel : all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God." 

Psalm cxlviii. 14. " He exalteth the horn of his 
people, the praise of all his saints, even of the 
children of Israel, a people near unto him.'' 

L 3 
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Isaiah Ixi. 8, 9. '* I will iiiy&« an ^yerlasttng 
covenant with them ; and their seed shfeiU he kndwn 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring wanSt^g 
the people : all that see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are the seed which the Ik»d hath 
blessed." 

Jer. xxxi. 35—37. " Thus saith the Lord, whidi 
giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordi- 
nances of the moon and of the stars for a li^t by 
nighty which divideth the sea when the waves 
thereof roar — ^the Lord of Hosts is his name. If 
those ordinances depart from before me, saith the 
Lord, then the seed of Israel also i^all cease from 
being a nation before me for ever. Thus saith the 
Lord, If heaven above can be m^isttred and flie 
foundations of the earth searched out benealii, I 
will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that 
they have done, saith the Lord." 

Ezek. xxxvii. 25, 26. " And they shall dwell in 
the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they shall 
dwell therein, even they and their children, and 
their children's children for ever, and my ser- 
vant David shall be their prince for ever. More- 
over I will make a covenant of peace with them, 
it shall be an everlasting covenant with them.'' 

Acts xiii. 32, 33. " And we declare unto you 
glad tidings, how that the promise which was 
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
same, unto us their children.' 



» 
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Tbese are but a few of the many passages 
which are scattered up and down the book of 
6ody which declare, in anequiyocal language, 
that God takes pleasnre in the families of his 
people, and will bless them, in manifesting unto 
them his covenant love. M. 



EXAMPLES 
FURNISHED BY THE OLD TESTAMENT 

OF THC BLZ88INO ATTBNDINO THB 

RIGHT TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 



ISAAC. 

The character of Isaac, the child of promise, 
forms a prominent feature in t^e volume of in- 
spiration ; indeed the whole book, from the time 
of his birth, contains nothing else but a history 
of his posterity, till the promised '' seed of the 
woman'' was born ; who was descended from him 
according to the flesh, and in whom '^ all the 
families of the earth should be blessed.'' 
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To trace, then, in the early records of so eminent 
a character, the power of parental influence, and 
to discover thence, the agency of divine grace, in 
blessing such means, is at once to establish the 
fact of their importance. 

The argument loses nothing of its strength be- 
cause Isaac was a child of promise : so are the 
children of all believers, if they have been asked, 
and received in faith from the Lord. But did 
Abraham neglect to use the appointed means, 
because he knew that the Lord had promised 
to bless his son? On the contrary, did he not, 
strong in faith, give glory to God ; and delight to 
consecrate to him, that gift which he had at first 
received so une>cpectedly at his hands ? 

It was not till Abraham was just an hundred 
years old, that God gave him Isaac ; not till he 
had proved his faith to the uttermost. Rom. iv. 
17 — 21. " As it is written, I have made thee a 
father of many nations, before him whom he be- 
lieved even God, who quickeneth the dead, and 
calleth those things which be not as though they 
were. Who against hope believed in hope, that be 
might become the father of many nations, accord- 
ing to that which was spoken. So shall thy seed 
be. And being not weak in faith, he considered 
not his own. body now dead, when he was about 
an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness 
of Sarah's womb: He staggered not at the pro- 
mise of God through unbelief, but was strong in 



THB RIQHT TRAININO OF CHILDREN. 151 

faith, ^ying glory to God; and being fally per- 
saaded that what he had promised, he was able 
also to perform." Heb. xi. 11, 12, '' Throagh faith 
also Sarah herself received strength to conceive 
seed, and was delivered of a child when she was 
past age, because she judged him faithfal who 
bad promised; therefore sprang there, even of 
one, and him as good as dead, so many as the 
stars of the sky in mnltitude, and as tlie sand 
which is by the sea shore innumerable.*' 

That Isaac was early trained up in a manner 
becoming such parents, we learn from God's own 
declaration. Gen. xviii. 19, ** For I know him, 
that .he will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord to do justice and judgment.*' 

After his son was grown to man's estate, the 
faith of Abraham was again put to a severe trial. 
He in whom the promises were made, is by God's 
own command to be sacrificed. Gen. xxii. 1, 2. 
** And it came to pass after these things that God 
did ;tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; 
and he said. Behold, here I am ; and he said take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there for a burnt-offering, upon one of 
the mountains, which I will tell thee of." 

The feelings with which this command was 
obeyed are delineated in Hebrews xi. 17 — 19. 
'* By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
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op Isaac ; and he that had received the promiaes, 
offered up his only-begotten son, of whom it was 
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called : ac- 
counting that God was able to raise him up, eyeii 
from the dead ; from whence also he received him 
in a figure/' 

The promptness and unhesitating obedience of 
Abraham, we learn from the continuation of the 
narrative in Genesis xxii. 3 — 14. ** And Abraham 
rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass> 
and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt- 
offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. Then on the ihir4 
day, Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw th# 
place afar off; and Abraham said unto his young* 
men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the 
lad will go yonder and worship, and come again 
to you. And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son, 
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and 
they went both of them together. And Isaao 
spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My 
father : and he said. Here am I, my son. And he 
said. Behold the fire and the wood, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham 
said. My son, God will provide himself a lamb 
for a burnt offering : so they went both of them 
together. And they came to the place whicb 
God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar 
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there, and laid the wood in order, and bound 
Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the 
wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, 
and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel 
of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and 
said, Abraham, Abraham : and he said, Here am 
I. And he said. Lay not thine hand upon the 
lad, neither do thou any thing unto him; for 
now I know that thou fearest Grod, seeing thou 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from 
me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold behind him a ram; caught in a thicket 
by his horns: and Abraham went and took the 
ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering, in 
the stead of his son. And Abraham called the 
name of that place Jehovah jireh : as it is said 
to this day, in the mount of the Lord it shall be 
seen." 

We discover from this passage much of the 
character of Isaac, in his ready submission to his 
father's command, looking upon it as the voice 
of God. With what reverence and filial feai 
must he always have regarded Abraham, when 
even a direction, which appeared to involve so 
complete a contradiction to the laws of God, and 
to his father's known tenderness and love, excited 
no desire of resistance in his mind, but he quietly 
submitted to be bound, and laid upon the altar. 
Here is an example worthy of one, who should 
himself become the father of many nations. 
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His devotional habits are slightly alladed to in 
a subsequent chapter, his servant being sent by 
his father to a distant land, that Isaac might not 
be united with the idolatrous families amongst 
whom he dwelt, when he returned with Re- 
bekah, it is said, Gen. xxiv. 63, '' And Isaac 
went out to meditate in the field at even-tide,'^ 
evidently shewing that such was his custom. 

In the after part of his history, we find him still 
a man of faith and prayer ; the Lord condescends 
to renew again and again with him, the covenant 
he had made with Abraham. Gen. xxvi. 2 — 5 : 
*^ And the Lord appeared unto him, and said^ 
Go not down into Egypt, dwell in the land which 
I shall tell thee of: sojourn in this land and 
I will be with thee, and will bless thee, for unto 
thee and unto thy seed, I will give all these coun- 
tries, and I will perform the oath which I sware 
unto Abraham thy father. And I will make thy 
seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will 
give unto thy seed all these countries, and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and 
my laws." Verses 23, 24. " And he went up from 
thence to Beer-sheba, and the Lord appeared 
unto him the same night, and said, I am the God 
of Abraham thy father, fear not, for I am with 
thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed 
for my servant Abraham's sake." 
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On Isaac is podred out the spirit of prophecy ; 
he is directed to bless his sons ; and strictly 
charges Jacob, to whom the promise is made, and 
with whom God solemnly renews his covenant, 
'^ not to take a wife of the daughters of Canaan/' 
bnt to seek one amongst the Lord's people. 

In faith he sends away this beloved son, who, 
after an absence of many years, he is once again 
permitted to see before his death, '' fall with the 
blessing of the Lord." Gen. xxxv. 27—29 : " Ab<J 
Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, 
unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where 
Abraham and Isaac sojourned. And the days 
of Isaac were an hundred and four-score years. 
And Isaac gave up the ghost and died, and was 
gathered unto his people, being old and full of 
days ; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him." 

M. 



SAMSON. 

The record of Samson's history is contained in 
the book of Judges, from the 13th to the 16th 
chapters. The early particulars given of him are 
peculiarly interesting. 

He was promised by God to his parents when it 
seemed improbable that they should have any 
descendants. Without hesitation they receive and 
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credit the message of the angel, who appeared at 
first to the wife of Manoah when she was alone. 
(verses 3 — ^5.) He tells her what she herself should 
do; gives directions concerning her future ao», 
and promises that he should be a deliverer to his 
countrymen, who were then suffering under a 
grievous and galling yoke. Filled with joy and 
gratitude she hastens to her husband to cooamu- 
nicate to him the welcome intelligence. He falls 
^wn immediately and prays for a repetition of 
the angelic visit, (verse 8.) *' Then Manoah in- 
treated the Lord and said, O my Lord, let the 
man of God, which thou didst send, come again 
unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the 
child that shall be bom." In answer to this 
prayer for direction concerning the training of their 
child, the angel reappears as before to the woman. 
(verses 9 — 11.) " And God hearkened to the voice 
of Manoah, and the angel of God came again 
unto the woman, as she sat in the field ; but Ma- 
noah her husband was not with her. And the 
woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her hus- 
band, and said unto him. Behold the man hath 
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other 
day. And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, 
and came to the man, and said to him. Art thou 
the man that spakest unto the woman ? And he 
said, I am.'' 

The extreme anxiety of this believing pair to 
omit nothing from the time of the birth of their 
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child, which should be for his good, is beantifally 
poartrayed in tibe urgency of their request to the 
angel, (verse 12.) '' And Manoah said, Now let 
thy words come to passv How sdiall we order the 
child, and how shall we do unto him ? '' 

They seem to feel as secure that the thing shidl 
come to pass, because Grod has promised it, as 
if the child were already bom. And hairing re- 
oeiyed the answer from their hearenly visitant, 
tiiey proceed to offer to the Lord, sacrifices of 
praise and thanksgiving ; and the woman encou- 
rages herself and her husband in the expectation 
of future mercies, because of those they have 
already received, (verge 23.) '' His wife said unto 
him, If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would 
not have received a burnt-offering, and a meat- 
offering at our hands, neither would he have 
shewed us all these things, nor would he as at this 
time have told us such things as these.'' 

This child of faith and prayer is bom, '' And 
he grew, and the Lord blessed him ; *' and early 
in life *' the spirit of the Lord began to move him 
at times in the camp of Dan, between Zorah and 
and Eshtaol.'' 

Samson becomes a mighty deliverer to Israel, 
and differs from all the other judges whom the 
Lord raised up for the help of his people, in one 
r^emarkable particular. They were, indeed, many 
of them feeble ; and the aid given them to accom- 
plish their various ente.ri»ises, was altogether 
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inadequate to the work, that they might feel that 
it was not by might, nor by power, that they got 
the victory, bat by the help of the Lord their 
Orod. Bat Samson is sent single-handed against 
all his adversaries; he has no human friend to 
encoarage him; no arm of flesh to lean upon. 
He receives the command to go, and we find him, 
whatever be the peril, at once obeying the direc- 
tion; his whole life is one of obedient, unhe- 
sitating faith, and according to his faith, so was 
it unto him. 

That he was a man of prayer we can entertain 
no doubt, for in a memorable instance in his 
history, we find him in a great strait calling upon 
God, and urging him, by his faithfulness to his 
servant, to send him help, and he receives an 
immediate answer to his prayer. Judges xv. 18, 
19 : *' And he was sore athirst, and called on the 
Lord and said, Thou hast given this great deliver- 
ance into the hand of thy servant, and now shall 
I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the 
uncircumcised ? And God clave an hollow place 
that was in the jaw, and there came water there- 
out; and when he had drunk, his spirit came 
again, and he revived. Wherefore he called the 
name thereof £n-hakkone (i. e, the well of him 
that called or cried,) which is in Lehi unto this 
day." 

It is true that he manifested also much incon- 
sistency of character, at times fell into great 
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■nares in consequence, which caused the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme, and no doubt gpreatljr 
tried the faith of his parents. But the Lord 
chastened him as a child, and brought him into 
sore affliction, and humbled him. 

When the closing scene arrived, we see Samson 
calmly submitting to the cruel mockeries of his 
triumphant adversaries, and bearing the chasten- 
ing of the Lord because he had sinned against 
him. But here, as in a former instance, he calls 
upon God, he desires, e^en at the expense of his 
life, to maintain His injured honour, and willingly 
dies in his cause. Judges xvi. 28 — 30; And 
Samson called unto the Lord and said, O Lord 
God remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen 
me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I 
may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my 
two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two 
middle pillars upon which the house stood, and 
on which it was borne up ; of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with his left. And 
Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. 
And he bowed himself with all his might, and the 
house fell upon the lords, and upon all the 
people that were therein. So the dead which he 
slew at his death, were more than they which he 
slew in his life." 

The Holy Spirit speaking by the mouth of 
Paul, ranks Samson with '' David and the pro- 
phets, who, through faith, subdued kingdoms. 
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wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stop*- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violenee 
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens,'' 
" of wh(»n the world was not worthy." M. 



SAMUEL. 

In pursuing the scripture history, the example 
of Hannah next presents itself to our obsenration, 
as an instance of the blessing attending maternal 
devotedness. The story is given in 1 Sam. i. 
Elkanah and Hannah were both united in the 
worship and fear of the Lord, (verse 3.) " Elka- 
nah went up out of his city yearly to worship 
and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh.'' 
Hannah was childless, which was a cause of great 
grief to her, so that '' she wept and did not eat." 
(Verse 8 — 19.) '' Then said Elkanah her husband 
to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why 
eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? 
am not I better to thee than ten sons ? So Hannah 
rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after 
they had drunk. (]Now Eli the priest sat upon 
a seat, by a post of the temple of the Lord.) And 
she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto 
the Lord, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow, 



ram juqbt TRAiinina of cmumMK, idi 

and said, O hmd of H*8is» if tboa wih: indeed 
look upon tiie adUetioo «f thine iilUDdmaid, and 
nemendber me, and netCoq^ thine handmaid, but 
wilt give anCo thine handmaid a man-child, then 
I wiU ^Te him unto ttie Lord all the days of his 
iife, and there shall no raoor come upon his head. 
And it came to pass, as she eontinaed praying 
b^oie the Lord, that £ti anaited her mouth. Now 
Hannah, she spake in her heart, only her lips 
moved, but her Toice was not ibeard ; therefofe 
Eli thoughrt she had been dnKAien. And Eli said 
vmio her, How long will tiioa foe drunken? puit 
away the wine from thee. And Hannah answered 
and fiud, No, my Lord ; I am a woman of a sor* 
rowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine, nor 
strong drink, font have poured out my soul before 
^e Lord; Coiutt not thine handmaid for a daugh*- 
ter of Belial ; for out of the abundance of my 
e(Hnplaint and gprief have I spoken hitherto. Then 
Eli answered and said. Go in peace : and the God 
of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of him. And she said, Let thine handmaid 
find grace in thy si^^t. So the woman went her 
way, and did eat, and her countenance was no 
more sad. And they rose up in the morning early^ 
and worshipped before the Lord, and returned, and 
eame to their house to Ramah. " 

After a time, God granted to Hannah her re* 
quest; and '' she bare a son, and called his name 
gfUnnel, saying, Because I have ^sked him of the 

M 
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Lord. And the man Elkanah, and all his house 
went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrificoy 
and his tow. But Hannah went not up ; for she 
said unto her hushand, I will not go up till the 
child he weaned, and then I will hring him, that 
he may appear before the Lord, and there abide 
for ever."--(Fcr*€* 20—23.) 

When the child was sufficiently grown, Hannah, 
according to her vow, brought up her child to the 
temple, and solemnly dedicated him to Crod. 
(Verses 24 — 28.) *^ And when she had weaned him, 
she took him up with her, with three bullocks, 
and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and 
brought him up to the house of the Lord in 
Shiloh : and the child was young. And they slew 
a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. And she 
said, Oh, my lord, as thy soul liyeth, my lord, I 
am the woman that stood by thee here, prajdng 
unto the Lord. For this child I prayed ; and the 
Lord hath given me my petition which I asked 
of him : Therefbre also I have lent him to the 
Lord ; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the 
Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there." 

The following chapter records Hannah's song of 
praise and thanksgiving, for the Lord's mercies : 
** and the child Samuel grew before the Lord." 
Very early in life, God manifested himself to 
Samuel by his word. " And all Israel, from Dan 
even unto Beersheba, knew that Samuel was esta- 
blished to be a prophet of the Lord. And the 
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Lord appeared ag^n in Shiloh, fot the Lord re-* 
vealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word 
of the Lord," (Verses 20, 21.) 

This child of prayer continued to walk worthy 
of his high calling ; and through a long course of 
years, though he filled the highest oflSces amongst 
the Jewish people, his conduct was so upright and 
consistent, that when they chose a king, and so 
derived him of part of his authority, he was able 
to appeal to them all, {Chap, xii. 2 — 5,) and say : 
'^ I have walked before you from my childhood 
unto this day. Behold, here I am : witness against 
me before the Lord, and before his anointed; 
whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I 
taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have I 
oppressed ? or of whose hand have I received any 
bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will 
restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not 
defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou 
taken aught of any man's hand. And he said 
unto them. The Lord is witness against you, and his 
anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found 
aught in my hand, and they answered He is witness." 

Samuel continued to be their faithful friend 
and reprover, and acted in the same noble and 
fearless manner towards their king, so that even 
he trembled before him. At length, having lived 
to a good old age, he died. '' And all the Is- 
raelites were gathered together, and lamented him, 
and buried him in his house at Ramah." 

M % 
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It would be eay to mvltiplj examples of a dittiia^ 
kiiMi from die Old TestunoBt Hi^ttocy: limt tbe 
foregoing will suffice to prove the fact, tbat, if we* 
sow the seed in tiie mxmdag/^ the earljr and the 
latter rains ^* wiU descend to water and fructify 
it M. 



EXAMPLES 
FURNISHED BY THE NEW TESTAMENT 

OP TBB ai.B88lM« ATtBIfDXNO TBI 

RIGHT TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 



THE APOSTLES. 



Of the twelve men whom t)ur Lord selected for 
his apostlesy while not one of them belonged to 
Jerusalem, and not one of them, as far we kDow, 
was taken from the tribe of Levi, more than the 
half were under previous connexions amongst 
themselves. The nateiral relationship, however, 
of the apostles to each other, as well as tlieir 



MNUiexloB witfa fl» parentB who gave them bittii, 
is aot apparent at first Tiew ; dot does any single 
pasttage^ in so many words, infbrm as of either. 

As far as the aposties and their parents are 
notieed, in a iraiiety of {^ces, the following may 
be taken as the Msnlt : 

PARENTS* CHILDREN. 

JooM and Pttor and Andrew. 

Zebedee and Saloma Jam«8 and John. 

aeopas. or Alphena, and Mary { Jam«and Jade.i Staon"* and 



Cleopas and Mary had yet indeed another son, 
ealled Joees, or Joseph ; so Mary is said, in one 
place, to be the mother of James and Joses, of 
Simeon, and of Judas, and as she was also nearly 
related to the mother of our Lord, theile her chil- 
dren, in the large aeceptation of the Jewish 
phraseology, were ealled his brethren, while by 
the same passage it also appears that Mary had 
several daaghters. 

Thus of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, eight 
of tiiem were brothers, chosen out of three fami« 
lies; and, nothing, by the way, oould be more 
lovely, than these brothers going ont two and two, 
MS they afterwards did, by the direotion of their 
Saviour. On the eminenoe of these men I need 

1 Or Jndag, not Iscariot, or Lebbeus, or Thaddeus. 
9 Or Simon Zelotes, or Simon the Oanaanite. 
' Or Levi tlie aoa of Ali>lieii8. . 
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not dwell, nor on their importance in establishing; 
Christianity, They include the only individuals 
in the apostleship who wrote any part of the New 
Testament, nay^ five out of the eight are writers 
of Scripture ; ten of its books they are inspired 
to compose, including two lives of the Saviour 
himself, seven epistles, and the book of Revela- 
tion. One of tibem opens the door of faith to 
the nations of the world, and from attachment to 
their Master, one is the first, and one the last, who 
suffered for his sake. 

It is, however, on account of their parents, and 
in connexion with them, that they have been here 
introduced. Of these parents, the brief notices 
of them in the Scriptures are particularly in-» 
teresting; and when they are all united, it is 
presumed the inference will be clear and striking- 
that to them their children must have been sig- 
nally indebted. Of the parents of the two first 
mentioned, Peter and Andrew, we know the least. 
Of their mother indeed nothing is said, so that 
probably she was gone to a better world; and 
of their father, though but little is recorded, that 
little seems honourable to his character. 

When a man is introduced in the Scriptures, 
as ^^the son of'' such an one, it will be found 
generally to denote something either good or 
bad — honourable or the opposite, in the parent's 
character, — that most frequently it denotes that 
his character was exemplary, and worthy of 
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being handed down to posterity on the sacred 
page. 

Now immediately on Peter being called, yon 
hear him thus addressed — ^* Thou art Simon, the 
son of Jonas;" and at a later period, ** Blessed 
art thoa Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, bat my Father who is 
in heaven ;'' as though he had said, ' Here is one 
thing of which your own father never did, and 
never could inform you/ But it was on one of the 
most remarkable and affecting occasions of his 
future life, that he was reminded of this con* 
nexion with an emphasis, which I doubt not went 
with him to the grave—'' Simon,'' said Jesus, '' son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me?" Surely there must 
have been design in this motle of address, repeated 
as it was not less than three times. Was there 
not something under it, and more meant than 
met the ear? Was it not saying in effect, ' Oh ! 
Simon, only act in character, and be a son worthy 
of such a father, as well as an apostle worthy 
of your Lord and Master?' Thus at the calling, 
the congratulation, and the reproof of Peter, 
equally intended for the formation of his character, 
the name of his father is never omitted. 

Another son of this venerable parent was An- 
drew. He was one of the first, who, by the direc- 
tion of the Baptist, found the Messiah, and who 
not only evinced the strongest attachment, but 
exulted that he had found the key to a book with 
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which he had l»eeii well Acqualiited. He iflstjyitl5it 
seeks for his own brother Simon, saying, '^ W^ 
have found Hhn of whom Moses is l^e law, and 
file prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph."^ He it was to0», who, wit^ist loss 
of time, enjoyed the feii^y of fitst infrodnclDg 
Peter to his Lord and Saviovir. 

By ike time that these two* indiyidnals^ were 
called to a constant atfendanee on Jesns, the otd 
man, Jonas, is generally snppcN^ to hare been 
dead, no mention being made of him, as there is 
of Zebedee when his two Sons were called. If ao, 
this accounts for the slender mention of him in 
the evangelical history. His name, howerer, is 
introduced with honour, and in the training of 
these his sons, every candid reader will be dis- 
posed to believe he had been exemplary. 

The information, however, respecting the parents 
of the rest of these apostles is more ample, besides 
being in itself interesting in no common degree. 
James and John eome next in order — the inr 
fluence of whose parents, in the formation of 
their character, is more evident from the deep 
interest they themselves look in the cause of the 
Messiah. It is true that John &e Baptist 
came as the harbinger of the Messiah, but &till 
he came '^ to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord,'' as well as to call *' sinners 
to repentance.'' Much remained for him to do 
"and say in every case, but preparation work had 
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oAqiiestioiiably been going on, aad in thit it ii 
not difibcult to desciy the kaad of parents* 

To {Murt dieorftdly witk a son, already engaged 
in businessy often asakiting his father^ when 
called to wait donstantly on the Savionr in the 
days of his reproach, while yet his cause was 
only in prospect,, will sorely be admitted to have 
evidenced something like both faith and love. 
BiEt here was a father, who, in one day, parted 
with his two only sons, and yet seems to have 
cheerfully acquiesced. The old man Zebedee 
was with James and John when they were called 
away; yet, however much their leaving their 
nets, as well as himself, involved, so far as he is 
caticemed, not a word is heard against it. 

Here, too, was a mother, who not only ap- 
proved^ but followed their footsteps, nay, set them 
an example, and in some respects kept still a 
head of them ; for she not only followed Jesus, 
but ministered to him of her substanee. True^ 
her zeal, like that of her children, and all the 
apostles, was occasionally not according to know- 
ledge; and in requesting for these herohildrcQ 
the most honourable places in Christ's kingdom, 
she was wrong. Maternal ambition she might 
display in this instance, but still by her minister- 
tag to Jesus, she had diseov^ed her superiority 
to the love of the world, as well as her devout 
attachment to his person and kingdom. 

This incident, however, is iijopiirtant, so far as 
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Salome is concerned. James and John^ who 
themseWes also at that period desired to enjoy 
the right and left hand of the Sayioar^ seem to 
have thought that by employing their mQther as 
the petitioner, they were most likely to ensure 
success* At once a striking proof of the power 
which she still possessed over them, and of the 
high esteem which they believed the Saviour en- 
tertained for her character. Yes, she gave the. 
Messiah, with all her heart, two sons for apostles; 
followed herself in his train, contributing to his 
support; and to her v^s the melancholy but 
honourable task assigned, of receiving the mother 
of Jesus, and consoling her, whilst the Messiah 
was yet bleeding on the tree of execution. To 
her, too, on the morning of his resurrection, he 
appeared ; and to her he spoke, before he did so 
to either of her sons, nay, to any of the apostles. 

Such was Salome ; a woman worthy of being 
the mother of ** the disciple whom Jesus loved ;" 
surely then, without saying more of Zebedee, to 
such a mother both James and John must have 
been greatly indebted. 

Mary, the mother of four of the apostles,, as 
well as of Joses, or Joseph (who is generally 
supposed to have been one of the two individuals 
whom the apostles proposed as qualified to fill the 
place of Judas, and who, therefore, had accom* 
panied the Messiah in ail his travels,) sustained a 
character equal to that of Salome, her constant 
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joompanion. This eminent woman had the felicity 
not only of famishing four out of twelve apostles 
of ih6 Lamb ; she too followed him, and she also 
ministered to him of her substance, with the 
cordial consent of sach a man as Cleopas, her 
husband. At the closing scene, to her also was 
given the honour of standing by, and sustaining 
the mother of Jesus, when he was stretched on 
the cross. Yes, close by her, and near the crosf, 
stood Mary, accompanied by Salome, and there 
she heard tiie Saviour address his beloved John in 
these affecting words, " Woman, behold thy Son — 
Man, behold thy mother." In consequence of this 
dying injunction, we know what followed ; in 
*^ that hour*' the injunction was obeyed. At the 
-commencement of the ^* great darkness" she is 
generally supposed to have been borne off the 
ground by John and his mother Salome, and there 
she had an opportunity of gratifying an attach* 
ment, equally conspicuous with that of the wife 
of Cleopas. 

These two individuals, the parents of six of the 
apostles, united with Mary Magdalene in the 
purchase of spices for embalming the body of 
Jesus ; and though their purchase was altogether 
unnecessary, on the morning of the resurrection 
they were amply repaid. 

Salome has, indeed, been already noticed, but 
she may again be referred to, in company with 
her friend and inseparable companion. These 
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were the two women to vrhom the.iueigel first 
•mioiiiiGed the resarrectkMi, anil to whom he said, 
'^ Fear not ye : I know that jre seek Jesus whieh 
was cmeified. He is not here, for he is risen; 
eome> see the place where the Iiord lay." To 
them, also, did he give the diarge of infenidng 
the apostles; nay, to these two parents did our 
Lord himself make his second appearance, sajdng^, 
^ All hail! '^ and repeating the eoarndssion irtiieh 
the Angel had given, bat in still more endearing 
terms, he styles their children and the otk^ 
apostles, his brethren. Thns did they not only 
see Him, bat belieTed in the event before the 
apostles themselves. 

Nor most Gleopas,. or Alphens, the husband 
1^ Mary, and the fother of these apostles^ be for* 
gotten ; and you may conjecture what his cha* 
xaeter must have been$ and how very high he 
stood in the Saviour's estimation, when though 
not an apostle, he appeared to him before them, 
Peter only having seen him in the former part 
of the day. Cleopas was one of the highly-fa- 
voured men, to whom our Lord appeared on the 
road to Emmaus. ** Did not our heart,'' said tiliey, 
*' bum within us while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?" 

No wonder, for he walked with them leisurely 
several miles, for it was more than seven miles 
distant from Jerusalem; and vouchsafed to him^ 
and his companion, more of his conversation, on 



the diiy of his resiirreetio»9 litwi be did io any 
of his ciuldreiiy far he actaaUy *^ expoiurded to 
them in all the soriptiKea, tiie things coaoenung 
hSmsel£rV 

The deep interest whieh Cleopas and his eom* 
panioB took in all tibis^ is finely drawn in their 
tntreaties which proTailed wilh the Messiafi— -to 
sit down at the tahie with thcot. This was the 
■MUi with whom, after the resurrection, oar Lord 
first engaged in devotional exercises. Over the 
food which he was about to partake, die Savioor 
eondesoended to implore the divine blessing; 
nay, he himself broke the bread, and gave to them 
before he ceased to be visiMe. 

Judge then of the intense interest of Cleopas^ 
and with what feelings he must have returned, as 
he immediately did, though as one of his argu» 
ments with Jesus he said, *' the day is fair spent." 
— ^Judge what must have been his feelings when 
he returned to inform his sons, and the other 
apostles, of this appearance, and of this long 
conversation ; over and above ** all that had hap- 
pened/' What a change to him, upon entering 
Jerusalem, from the feelings with which he so 
pensively left it. 

Now, assuredly, the man to whom our Lord 
condescended, <m such a day, to pay such regard, 
must have enjoyed a Mgh place in his esteeoDu 
The man who could appreciate such an extensive 
expository range over ther Old Testament, must 
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have been well acquainted with this, his Bible : 
the man whose heart so burned within him, must 
have been a saint of the highest order. 

But then, this man was the father, and his wife 
the mother of a third of the apostleship. Is it 
not remarkable, is it not confirmatory of the sub- 
ject before us, that the husband and wife who 
appear so conspicuously in connexion with '' the 
great God, our Sayiour,'' and with the greatest 
of all earthly events, should turn out to be the 
parents of not less than four of the apostles? Is 
it not also especially worthy of notice, how the 
Saviour, on the day he rose from the dead, em- 
ploys first, matemaly and then paternal influence, 
to induce, in the minds of these their children, as 
well as of the other apostles, the faith of his own 
resurrection? Surely the influence of this emi- 
nent pair, and their weight of character, must 
have been great ; and where had these fallen with 
so much weight as on such sons ? Yes, unques- 
tionably, their influence and their example must 
have had corresponding power over these their 
children. 

In adverting to the Sun of Righteousness, I 
could not persuade myself to be less particular, 
since, if guided by his light, parental duty and 
influence will be regarded as belonging to the 
very root of society, and as laying a deep founda-* 
tion for spiritual prosperity in the church. 

For what is all this. If it is not a family g^roup. 
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or a little group of families? What is it biit 
** the Hearts of the fathers turned to the children^ 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers ?'' 
Is it not now manifest, is it not now felt, how 
remarkably, and to what extent, our blessed Lord 
availed himself of the influence of the parental 
characters, and the power of natural family at- 
tachments where the fear of God had been made 
the bond of union ? Anderson, 



TIMOTHY. 

The first mention made of this early disciple is in 
Acts xyi. 1 — 3. << Then came Paul to Derbe and 
Lystra, and behold a certain disciple was there, 
named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, 
which was a Jewess, and believed ; but his father 
was a Greek, which was well reported of by the 
brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. Him 
would Paul have to go forth with him/' It 
appears from these verses that he was held in high 
esteem by all to whom he was known. 

He was called to the work of the ministry so 
early in life, that St. Paul, in more than one 
place, expresses his fear that it might hinder his 
usefulness. 1 Tim. iv. 12. '^ Let no man de-« 
spise thy youth.'' 1 Cor. xvi. 10, 11. "Now if 
Timotheus come , see that he may be with you 



f 
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uvdicNit fear, for he w<»ketii tbo work of the Lord, 
as I jali» do. Let no maa therefore dei^ise him. 

BL Pa«l eoBcciYed for kim a^i^troag attachments 
hosioared him by addsessing to him two of hti 
epistles, and he frequeBtij speaks of him in tenns 
6f affectionate regard. He calls Mm '^ Timo- 
tkeus my workfellow.'^ Bom. xri. 21. Agaai 
^ i haye sent onto you TimoaliieaSy who is my 
beloved son^ and faithful in the Lord.*' i Cor. 
iv* 17. " Unto Timothy my own son in the faith, 
grace, mercy, and peace €v&ai God our Father, and 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 1 Tim. i. 2. " To Timothy 
my dearly beloved son, grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord." 
2 Tim. i. 2. 

Paul ehose him as his companion in his jour- 
neyings, and in some instances sent him before 
him to visit and confirm the churdies. Acts xix« 
22. ** So he sent into Macedonia two of tiiem 
that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastiu ; 
but he himself stayed in Asia feu* a seascm.*' l 
Cor. iv. 17. '^ For this cause have I sent ttnto 
you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faith- 
ful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remem- 
brance of my ways which be in Christ, as i teach 
every- where in every church.*' Phil. ii. 19, tO. 
<' But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Tmiotiieua 
shortly unto you, that I also may be. of ^ood emu* 
fort, when I know your state. For I have no man 
l^c^minded, who will natiKal^y oare fw fous. 
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state/^ 1 Thess. iii. 1, 2. ** Wherefore, when 
we could no longer forbear, we thought it good 
to be left at Athens alone; And sent Timotheus, 
our brother, and minister of God, and our fellow- 
labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, 
and to comfort you concerning your faith/' 

Timothy was afterwards made Bishop of Ephe- 
8US. He appears to have suffered much in the 
cause of Christ, see 1 Tim. vi. 12. '^ Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, where- 
unto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 
profession before many witnesses.'* Heb. xiii. 23. 
«' Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at 
liberty." 

At length he endured martyrdom under the per- 
secutions of the Christians which took place in 
the reign of Domitian ; he was beaten with clubs 
in so barbarous a manner that he died of his 
wounds two days after. 

But what do we know of the early history of 
this excellent man, to make it peculiarly appro- 
priate to introduce him here? The Holy Spirit 
has caused this record to be made concerning him. 
2 Tim. i. 2, 5. " To Timothy, my dearly beloved 
son. I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am 
persuaded that in thee also.'' 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15^. 
'^ But continue thou in the things which thou hast 
learned and hast been assured of ;< knowing of 

N 
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whom thou hast learned them; and that from 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." M. 



GOD HAS BOUND HIMSELF BY PROMISE 

TO BI.B8S 

THE CHILDREN OF BELIEVERS. 

Deut. y. 29. '^ O that there were such an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, and keep all my 
commandments always, that it might be well with 
them, and with their children for ever ! '' 

Deut. xii. 28. '^ Observe and hear all these 
words, which I command thee, that it may go well 
with thee, and with thy children after thee for 
ever, when thou doest that which is good and right 
in the sight of the Lord thy God." 

Deut. xxix. 29. '^ The secret things belong unto 
the Lord our God : but those which are revealed 
unto us and to our children for ever." 

Psalm XXV. 12, 13. " What man is he that 
feareth the Lord ? him shall he teach in the way 
that he shall choose ; His soul shall dwell at ease ; 
and his seed shall inherit the earth.'' 

Psalm xxxvii. 25, 26. '^ I have been young, and 
now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 
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forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. He is ever 
merciful, and lendpth ; and his seed is blessed." 

Psalm xlv. 16. '^ Instead of thy fathers shall be 
thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in 
all the earth." 

Psalm cii. 28. '^ The children of thy servants 
shall continue, and their seed shall be established 
before thee." 

Psalm ciii. 17, 18. " But the mercy of the Lord 
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that 
fear him, and his righteousness unto children's 
children ; To such as keep his covenant, and to 
those that remember his commandments to do 
them." 

Psalm cxv. 12 — 15. '' The.Lord hath been mind- 
ful of us ; he vrill bless us ; he will bless the 
house of Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron. 
He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small 
and great. The Lord shall increase you more and 
more, you and your children. You are blessed 
of the Lord, which made heaven and earth." 

Psalm cxxviii. 1, 3 — 6. " Blessed is every one 
that feareth the Lord ; that walketh in his ways. 
Thy children shall be like olive-plants round about 
thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be 
blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord shall 
bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the 
good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. Yea, 
thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace 
upon Israel." 

N 2 
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Psalm cxlvii. 11, 13. << The Lord taketh plea- 
sare in them that fear him, in. those that hope in 
his mercy. For he hath stren^hened the bars of 
^hy gates; he hath blessed thy children within 
thee." 

Prov. iii. 33. '' The Lord blesseth the habitation 
of the just." 

Prov. xi. 21. " The seed of the righteous shall 
be delivered." 

Prov. xii. 7. " The house of the righteous shall 
stand." 

Prov. xiv. 11, 26. " The tabernacle of the up- 
right shall flourish. In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence ; and his children shall have a 
place of refuge." 

Prov. XX. 7. '' The just man walketh in his 
integrity ; his children are blessed after him." 

Prov. xxii. 6. " Train up a child in the way he 
should go ; and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it." 

Prov. xxxi. 10, 28. " Who can find a virtuous 
woman ? for her price is far above rubies. Her 
children arise up and call her blessed." 

Isaiah vi. 13. " Yet in it (the land) shall be a 
tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten : as a 
teil-tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in 
them when they cast their leaves, so the holy seed 
shall be the substance thereof." 

Isaiah xliv. 3 — 5. " I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ; I 
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will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my bles- 
sing upon thine offspring : And they shall spring 
up as among the grass, as willows by the water- 
courses. One shall say I am the Lord's ; and 
another shall call himself by the name of Jacob ; 
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by the name of 
Israel." 

Isaiah xlv. 19. ''I said not unto the seed of 
Jacob, seek ye me in vain.*' 

Isaiah liv. 13. '^ And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord ; and great shall be the peace 
of thy children.'' 

Isaiah lix. 21. ^' As for me, this is my covenant 
with them, saith the Lord ; My spirit that is upon 
thee, and my words which I have put in thy 
mouth shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever." 

Isaiah Ixv. 22 — 24. '' They shall not build and 
another inhabit, they shall not plant and another 
eat, for as the days of a tree are the days of my 
people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, 
nor bring forth for trouble, for they are the seed 
of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring 
with them. And it shall come to pass that before 
they call I will answer, and while they are yet 
speaking I will hear." 
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Malachi iv. 6. '' And he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers/' 

Matt. xix. 13 — 15. " Then were there brought 
unto him little children, that he should put his 
hands on them and pray, and the disciples re- 
buked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little chil- 
dren and forbid them not to come unto me, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he laid 
his hands on them." 

Mark x. 14 — 16. Luke xviii. 15 — 17. 

Acts ii. 39. ^* The promise is unto you and 
to your children." 

1 Cor. yii. 14. ** The unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
sanctified by the husband, else were your children 
unclean, but now are they holy.' 



ff 
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GOD COMMANDS PARENTS 
TO TEACH THEIR CHILDREN HIS WAYS, 



AND 



TO BRING THEM UP IN HIS FEAR. 

Exodus xii. 26, 27. *^ And it shall come to pass 
when your children shall say unto you, What 
mean you by this service? that ye shall say. It 
is the sacrifice of the Lord's passove'r: who passed 
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, 
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our 
houses." 

Deut. iv. 9, 10. " Only take heed to thyself, 
and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the 
things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they 
depart from thy heart all the days of thy life ; but 
teach them thy sons and thy sons' sons. Specially 
the day that thou stoodest before the Lord thy 
God in Horeb, when the Lord said unto me, 
Gather me the people together, and I will make 
them hear my word, that they may learn to fear 
me all the days that they shall live upon the 
earth, and that they may teach their children." 

Deut vi. 5—9. " And thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy inight; and these words 
which I command thee tliis day, shall be in thine 
heart. And thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shall talk of them when then 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a 
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as front- 
lets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thine house, and on thy gates.'' 

Deut. xi. 18 — 20. 

Deut xxxi. 11—13, 19. " When all Israel is 
come to appear before the Lord thy God, in the 
place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this 
law before all Israel in their hearing. Gather the 
people together, men, and women, and children, 
and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that 
they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear 
the Lord your God ; and observe to do all the 
words of this law. And that their children, which 
have not known any thing, may hear, and learn 
to fear the Lord your God, as long as ye live in 
the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it* 
{Verse 19.) Now, therefore, write ye this song for 
you, and teach it the children of Israel : put it in 
their mouths, that this song may be a witness for 
me, against the children of Israel.'' 

Deut. xxxii. 46, 47. '^ And he said unto them, 
Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify 
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amoDg yon this day, which ye shall command 
jrour children to observe to do, all the words 
of this law. For it is not a vain thing for yon, 
because it is your life. 

Joshua iv. 5—7. '^ And Joshua said onto them, 
Pass over before the ark of the Lord your God 
into the midst of Jordan, and take you up every 
man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according 
unto the number of the tribes of the children 
of Israel: that this may be a sig^ among you, 
that when your children ask their fathers in time 
to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? 
Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of 
Jordan were cut of before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord: when it passed over Jordan the 
waters of Jordan were cut off; and these stones 
shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel 
for ever." {verses 21 — 23.) 

Psalm Ixxviii. 2—8. " I will open my mouth 
in a parable, I will utter dark sayings, of old, 
which we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us. We will not hide them from their 
children, shewing to the generation to come the 
praises of the Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done. For he esta- 
blished a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a 
law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, 
that they should make them known to their chil- 
dren: that the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which should be bom ; 
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who sfaoald arise and declare them to their chil- 
dren, that they might set their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, hut keep his com- 
mandments. And might not he as their fathers, 
a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation 
that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit 
was not stedfast with God.*' 

Isaiah xx\iii. 9, 10. '' Whom shall he teach 
knowledge? and whom shall he make to under- 
stand doctrine? them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breast. For precept 
must be upon precept, and line upon line, here a 
little and there a little.'' 

Joel i. 2, 3. ^< Hear this, ye old men ; and give 
ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been 
in your days, or even in the days of your fathers ? 
Tell ye your children of it, and let your children 
tell their children, and their children another 
generation.'' 

Luke i. 17. ** And he shall go before him, in 
the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord." 

Eph. vi. 4. " And ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord." 

1 Tim. iii. 2 — 4. « A bishop must be blameless 
—one that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity." 
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GOD HAS GIVEN PROMISES 

OF 

PECULIAR CARE AND PROTECTION 

TO 

FATHERLESS CHILDREN. 

Exodus xxii. 22 — 24. " Ye shall not afflict any 
widow or fatherless child. If thou afflict them 
in any wise and they cry at all unto me, I will 
sorely hear their cry, and my wrath shall wax 
hot, and I will kill yon with the sword, and your 
wives shall he widows, and your children father- 
less." 

Dent. X. 17, 18. " For the Lord your God is 
God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, a great God, 
a mighty and a terrible, which regardeth not per- 
sons, nor taketh reward. He doth execute the 
judgment of the fatherless and the widow." 

Psalm X. 14. *^ The poor committeth himself 
unto thee, thou art the helper of the fatherless." 

Psalm xxvii. 10. " When my father and my 
mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me 
up." 
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Psalm Ixviii. 5, 6. ^' A father of the fatherless, 
and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy 
habitation, he setteth the solitary in families." 

Psalm cxM. 9. *^ The Lord preserveth the 
strangers, he relieveth the fatherless and widows/^ 

Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. '^ RemoTe not the old 
landmark, and enter not into the fields of the 
fatherless, for their Redeemer is mighty, he shall 
plead their cause with thee.'' 

Jer. xlix. 11. '^ Leave thy fatherless children, 
I will preserve them alive ; and let thy widows 
trust in me." 

Hosea xiv. 3. '' In thee the fatherless findeth 
mercy." 

Malachi iii. 5. '^ And I will come near to yoa 
to judgment, and I will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and 
against false swearers, and against those that 
oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow and 
the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger 
from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord 
of Hosts." 
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PATERNAL CHARACTER OF GOD. 



THE LOVE OF GOD. 

Christian parents hare the example of their 
Father, who is in heaven, given them as a model 
for their imitation in training their offspring. 

God draws his children to himself, and leads 
them by the manifestation of the most tender 
love. 

Dent, xxxii. 9 — 14. " The Lord's portion is 
his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 
He found him in a desert land, and in the waste 
howling wilderness. He led him about, he in- 
structed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye ; 
As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over 
her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth them on her wings, so the Lord 
alone did lead him, and there was no strange 
God with Him. He made him ride on the high 
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places of the earth, that he might eat the increase 
of the fields ; and he made him to suck honey out 
of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock, batter 
of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, and 
bulls of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the 
fat of the kidneys of wheat ; and thou didst drink 
the pure blood of the grape." 

Psalm ciii. 13, 14. '' Like as a father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him. For he knoweth our frame ; he remembereth 
that we are dust.'' 

Cant. ii. 4. '* He brought me to the banqueting 
house, and his banner over me was love.'* 

Isaiah xxxviii. 17. '' Thou hdst in love to my 
soul delivered it from the pit of corruption : for 
thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.'' 

Isaiah xl. 1, 11. '^ Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God. He shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his bosom." 

Isaiah xlix. 15. '^ Can a woman forget her 
sucking child, that she should not have compas- 
sion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee." 

Isaiah liv. 6 — 8. '' The Lord hath called thee 
as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a 
wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy 
God. For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer.' 



w 
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Isaiah Ivii. 15. <' Thas saith the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones/' 

Isaiah Ixiii. 9, 15, 16. << In all their affliction 
he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 
saved them: in his love and in his pity he re- 
deemed them: and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. The sounding of thy 
bowels and thy mercies towards me: are they 
restrained ? Doubtless thou art our Father, though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknow- 
ledge us not : thou, O Lord, art our Father, our 
Redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.'' 

Isaiah Ixvi. 13. ^* As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you." 

Jer. xxxi. 3. <' The Lord hath appeared of old 
unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love; therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee." (verses 9—11.) " They shall 
come with weeping, and with supplications will I 
lead them : I will cause them to walk by the rivers 
of water in a straight way, wherein they shall not 
stumble ; for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my first-bom. Hear the word of the Lord, O 
ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off. He 
that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep 
him, as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord 
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hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him fnm. the 
hand of him that was stronger than he/' (verses 
18 — 20.) '* I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himself thus ; Thou hast chastised me, and I was 
chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke : 
turn thou me, and I shall be turned ; for thou art 
the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned' 
I repented; and after that I was instructed, I 
smote upon my thigh : I was ashamed, yea, even 
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of 
my youth. Is Ephraim my dear son^ is he a 
pleasant child? For since I spake against him, 
I do earnestly remember him still ; therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him : I will surely have 
mercy upon him, saith the Lord.'' 

Hosea iii. 1. *^ Then said the Lord unto me, 
Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet 
an adulteress, according to the love of the Lord 
toward the children of Israel." 

Hosea vi. 1, 2, 3. '^ Come, and let us return 
unto the Lord : for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us : he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After 
two days he will revive us ; and we shall live in 
his sight. His going forth is prepared as the 
morning ; and he shall come unto us as the rain, 
as the latter and former rain unto the earth.'' 

Hosea xi. 3, 4. *' I taught Ephraim also io go, 
taking them by their arms ; but they knew not 
that I healed them. I drew them with cords of a 
man, with bands of love ; and I was to them as 
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Ijiey that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I 
laid meat unto them*'' (verses 8, 9.) ** How shall 
I giye thee up, Epfaraim? how shall I deliver thee, 
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how 
shall I set thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled together." 

Hosea xiii. 9. ** O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
tiiyself ; but in me is thine help.'' 

Nahum i. 3. ^ The Lord is slow to anger, and 
great in power.*' 

Zeph. iii. 17. *^ The Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty ; he will sai^e, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy ; he will rest in his loye ; he 
will joy over thee with singing." 

Mai. i. 2. ^* I have loved you, saith the Lord.'' 

Matt. xii. 20. '* A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and smoking flax shall he not quench.'' 

John iii. 16. '^ God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
betieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting Ufe." 

Rom. V. 8. *^ God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us." 

Bom. viii. 35, 38, 39. *^ Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword ? I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

o 
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nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the loye of God j 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'' 

£ph. iii. 19. '' The love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge." 

1 John iii. 1, 16. '^ Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God. Hereby perceiye we 
the love of God, because he laid down his life 
for us." 



THE CHASTISEMENTS OF GOD. 

Though God is love, and all his ways are gracious 
and kind, yet when he sees it needful for their 
spiritual good, he does not withhold chastisement 
from his children. 

Deut. viii. 5. " Thou shalt also consider in 
thine heart, that as a man chasteneth his son, so 
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee." 
, Leviticus xxvi. 14 — 39. " But if ye will not 
hearken unto me, and will not do all these com- 
mandments ; and if ye shall despise my statutes, 
or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye 
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will not do all my commandinents, but that ye 
break my covenant : I also will do this unto you, 
I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall consume the 
eyes, and cause sorrow of heart; and ye shall 
sow your seed in yain, for your enemies shall eat 
it. And I will set my face against you, and ye 
shall be slain before your enemies : they that hate 
yon shall reign oyer you ; and ye shall flee when 
none pursueth you. And if ye will not yet for all 
this hearken unto me, then I will punish you 
seven times more for your sins. And I will 
break the pride of your power ; and I will make 
your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass : and 
your strength shall be spent in vain: for your 
land shall not yield her increase, neither shall the 
trees of the land yield their fruits. And if ye 
walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto 
me, I will bring seven times more plagues upon 
you, according to your sins. I will also send 
wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of 
your children, and destroy your cattle, and make 
you few in number; and your high ways shall 
be desolate. And if ye will not be reformed by 
me for these things, but will walk contrary unto 
me ; then will I also walk contrary unto you, and 
will punish you yet seven times for your sins. 
And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall 
avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when 
ye are gathered together within your cities, I 

o 2 
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will send the pestilence among jron ; aad ye sbaU 
be delivered into the hand of the enemy. Am4 
when I have broken the staff of your bread, tea 
women shall bake yoor bread in one oy^i« and 
they shall deliyer yon your bread again by wei^it; 
and ye shall eat, and not be satisied. And if ye 
will not for all this hearken unto me, bat wallc 
contrary nnto iue, then I will walk contrary ante 
yon also in fary ; and I, even I, will chastise 
you seven times for your sins. And ye ahall 
eat the flesh of your sons, and the fle^ of your 
daughters shall ye eat And I will destroy yonr 
high places, and cut down your images, and ca^ 
your carcases upon the carcases of your idola^ 
and my soul shall abhor you. And I will make 
your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries 
unto desolation, and I will not smell the savour 
of your sweet odours. And I will bring the land 
into desolation; and your enemies whi<^ dwell 
therein shall be astonished at it. And I will 
scatter you among the heathen, and draw oat a 
sword after you ; and your land shall be desolate, 
and your cities waste. And upon them that are 
left alive of you, I will send a faintness into their 
hearts, in the lands of their enemies ; and the 
sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and 
they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword ; and fhey 
shall fall when none pursueth. And they shall 
fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, 
when none pursueth ; and ye shall have no power 
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to stand before your enemies. And ye shall 
perish among the heathen, and the land of your 
enemies shall eat you up. And they that are left 
of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your 
enemies' lands ; and also in the iniquities of their 
fathers shall they pine away with them/' 

2 Samuel vii. 14. <* I will be his fathw, and he 
shall be my son ; if he commit iniquity, I will 
diasten him with the rod of men, and with the 
stripes of the children of men." 

Ezra ix. 13. *' After all that is come upon us 
for our evil deeds, and for our great trespass, 
seeing that our God hatli punished us less than 
our iniquities desenre.'' 

Job V. 17, Id. *' Behold, happy is the man 
whom*6od correcteth ; therefore despise not thou 
the chastening of the Almighty : for he maketh 
sore, and he bindeth up ; he woundeth, and his 
hands make whole.'' 

Job xxxiT. 31. '' Surely it is meet to be said 
unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not 
offend any more." 

Psalm Ixxxix. 30 — 32. *^ If his children for- 
sake my law, and walk not in my judgments; 
if they break my statutes^ and keep net my com- 
mandments; then will I visit their transgression, 
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes." 

Psalm xciv. 12. '' Blessed is the man whom 
thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out 
of thy law.' 
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Psalm cxTiii. 18. '' The Lord hath chastened 
me sore." 

Proverbs iii. 11, 12. '^ My son, despise not the 
chastening of the Lord, neither be weary of his 
correction; for whom the Lord loveth he cor- 
recteth, even as a father the son in whom he 
delighteth/' 

Lamentations iii. 1 — 3. ^< I am the man that 
hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. He 
hath led me, and brought me into darkness, and 
not into light. Surely against me is he turned ; 
he tumeth his hand against me all the day.'' 

Ezekiel xx. 35—37, ** And I will bring you 
into the wilderness of the people, and there will 
I plead with you face to face. Like as I pleaded 
with your fathers in the wilderness of the land 
of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord 
God. And I \nll cause you to pass under the 
rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the 
covenant." 

Hosea ii. 6. '^ Therefore, behold, I will hedge 
up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that 
she shall not find her paths." Ver. 9. " There- 
fore will I return, and take away my com in the 
time thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, 
. and I will recover my wool and my flax given to 
cover her nakedness.'' Ver. 11, 12. "I will also 
cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her 
new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn 
feasts. And I will destroy her vines and her fig 
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trees, whereof she hath said, These are my re- 
wards that my lovers have given me." 

Hosea vii. 1 1, 12. '' Ephraim also is like a silly 
dove. When they shall go, I will spread my net 
upon them ; I will bring them down as the fowls 
of the heaven ; I will chastise them." 

Hosea x. 9, 10. ^* O Israel, thou hast sinned 
from the days of Gibeah. It is in my desire that 
I should chastise them." 

Amos iii. 2. '' You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth : therefore I will punish 
you for all your iniquities.'' 

Micah vi. 9. " The Lord's voice crieth unto the 
city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name : 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it." 

Zephaniah i. 12. '^ I will search Jerusalem 
with candles, and punish the men that are settled 
on their lees : that say in their heart, The Lord 
will not do good, neither will he do evil." 

1 Cor. xi. 32. " When we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the world." 

Hebrews xii. 5 — 11. "Ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children. My son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If 
ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 
with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
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chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not sons. Furthermore, we have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence : shall we not much rather be in sub- 
jection to the Father of spirits, and live? For they 
verily for a few days chastened us alter their own 
pleasure ; but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but griev-* 
ous ; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness, unto them that are 
exercised thereby/' 

Revelation iii. 19. ''As many as I love, I 
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent." 
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ON PARENTAL DISCIPLINE. 

The love of earthly parents is to be shewn in 
strict conformity to this unerring standard. Love 
is to be the source and spring of all their actions, 
and their children's real good their aim; and 
therefore whoa they transgress, they are not to 
permit their sins to pass unpunished. 

The declarations, Ephesians id. 4, <' And ye 
fathers, proToke not your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord;'' and Colossians ill. 21, '< Fathe^Sf 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they 
be discouraged;'' are no less binding than the 
following. 

Proverbs x. 13. ^' A rod is for the back of him 
tiiat is Toid of understanding." 

Proverbs xiii. 24. '< He that spareth his rod, 
hateth his son; but he that loveth him, cbasteneth 
him betimes/' 

Proverbs xix. 18. '^ Chasten thy son while 
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for bis 
crying." 

Proverbs xxi. 11. ''When the scomer is 
punished, the simple is made wise.'' 



aos WARNINGS TO INCONSISTENT PARENTS. 

Proi^erbs xxii. 15. ** Foolishness is bound in 
the heart of a child, but the rod of correction 
shall drive it far from him/' 

Proverbs xxiii. 13, 14. " Withhold not cor- 
rection from the child ; for if thou beatest him 
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from 
hell." 

Proverbs xxix. 15, 17. " The rod and reproof 
give wisdom ; but a child left to himself, bringeth 
his mother to shame. Correct thy son, and he 
shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight 
unto thy soul.' 



ft 



WARNINGS TO INCONSISTENT 
PARENTS. 

The promises given to believing parents, are 
mixed with threatenings to those who presumptu- 
ously suppose, that they shall obtain the blessing, 
whilst they neglect the appointed means of ob- 
taining it. We have an awful example to this 
effect in the history of Eli. 

Eli was a man of God, the Lord's anointed 
priest, on whom it peculiarly devolved to walk 
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in all the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord blameless, and to set an example to all the 
people of bringing up his children in the fear 
of God. Instead of this, we find that *' the sons 
of Eli- were sons of Belial ; they knew not the 
Lord.'' ' Their conduct was so yile and abomina- 
ble, that ** the sin of the young men was very 
great before the Lord: for men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord."' 

Had Eli faithfully admonished and corrected 
his profane sons, his situation would hai^e excited 
compassion rather than blame ; — ^but, on the con- 
trary, he overlooked their transgressions, though 
he was so well acquainted with them; merely 
said, " Why do ye such things ? For I hear 
.of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, my 
sons, for it is no good report that I hear ; ye make 
the Lord's people to transgress."* 

The Lord was so incensed with his weakness, 
and the dishonour that Eli thus brought upon his 
name, that he charges him with their sins. '^ And 
there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear 
unto the house of thy father, when they were in 
Egypt in Pharaoh's house? And did I choose 
him, out of all the tribes of Israel, to be my priest, 
to offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to 
wear an ephod before me? and did I give unto 

» I Samuel ii. 12. • Ver. 17. 

• 1 Samnel ii. 23, 24. 
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the house of thy father all the offemigs made by 
fire of the children of Israel ? Wherefore kick ye 
at my sacrifice, and at mine offering, which I have 
commanded in my habitation, and honourest thy 
sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the 
ehiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people ? 
Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith» I said 
indeed that thy house, and the house of thy 
father, should walk before me for ever ; but now 
the Lord siaith. Be it far from me ; for them that 
honour me I will honour, and they that despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold the days 
come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm 
of thy father's house, that there shall not be an 
old man in thine house. And thou shalt see an 
enemy in my habitation, in all the wealth which 
God shall give Israel ; and there shall not be an 
old man in thy house for ever. And the man 
of thine whom I shall not out off from mine altar, 
shall be to consume thine eyes, and to grieve 
thine heart ; and all the increase of thine house 
shall die in the flower of their age. And this 
shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon 
thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas ; in one day 
they shall die, both of them. And I will raise me 
up a faithful priest, that shall do according to 
that which is in mine heart, and in my mind, and 
I will build him a sure house , and he shall walk 
before mine anointed for ever. And it shall come 
to pass, that every one that is left in thine house 
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shall come and croaeh to him for a piece of silver 
and a morsel of bread, and shidl say, Pat me, I 
pray thee, into one of the priest's offices, that I 
may eat a piece of bread.^ > 

This heavy dennnciation is repeated again to 
Samuel, as we read in the following diapter, and 
Eli obliges the child to repeat to him the words 
of the Lord. The poor old man, convinced too 
late of his unfaithfulness, can only submit to the 
just chastisement appointed for it. ** And he said. 
It is the Lord ; let him do what seemeth him 
good.'" 

Shortly after we find Hophni and Phinehas 
profanely removing the ark of God from its place, 
and carrying it into the midst of the army, where 
it is taken by the Philistines, and they are both 
slain. These grievous tidings are carried hastily 
to the aged Eli, and are the cause of his melan- 
choly end. ** And when he (the messenger) came, 
lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching, 
for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And 
when the man came into the city and told it, all 
the city cried out. And when Eli heard the noise 
of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise 
of this tumult ? And the man came in hastily and 
told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight years 
old, and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. 
And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came 

1 1 Sam. ii. 27-36. > i sam. iii. 18. 
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out of the army, and I fled to-day out of the army. 
And he said, What is there done, my son ? And 
the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled 
before the Philistines, and there hath been also a 
great slaughter among the people, and thy two 
sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and 
the ark of God is taken. And it came to, pass, 
when he made mention of the ark of God, that he 
fell from off the seat backward, by the side of the 
gate, and his neck brake, and he died : for he was 
an old man and heavy. And he had judged Israel 
forty years." * 

Shall not '^ the ears of all those '' who read this 
history '< tingle ? Shall they not ask themselves, 
Am I, like Eli, sparing correction to my children, 
because my self-love makes me shun the painful 
task? And if conscience answers, Yes: let the 
fall of Eli teach them to beware betimes, lest 
'' they fall into the same condemnation.*' 

> 1 Sam. iv. 13—18. 
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GOD HAS DECLARED 

THAT 

A CURSE SHALL DESCEND 

ON 

THE CHILDREN OF UNBELIEVERS. 

The children of ungodly parents are not only 
deprived of the blessings promised to the seed 
of believers, but are subjected to a curse. This 
curiae is sometimes only temporal in its nature, 
but sometimes it is spiritual. 

Exod. XX. 5. *' 1 the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquities of the fathers 
upon the children, unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me.'' Exod. xxxiv. 
7. Numb. xiv. 18. Deut, v. 9. 

Deut. xi. 2, 6. And know ye this day, what 
he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab, the son of Reuben ; how the earth opened 
her mouth and swallowed them up, and their 
households^ and their tents, and all the substance 
that was in their possession, in the midst of all 
Israel." Numb. xvi. 1 — 35. 
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Dent. xxTiii. 15. '' But it shall come to pass, if 
thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe to do all his commandments, 
and his statutes which I command thee this day ; 
that all these curses shall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee. (Verse 18.) Cursed shall be the 
fruit of thy body. (Verse 45.) Moreover all these 
curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue 
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed. 
(Verse 46.) And they shall be upon thee, for a sign 
and for a wonder, and upon thy seed for ever. 
(Verse 59.) The Lord will make thy plagues won- 
derful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great 
plagues, and of loi^ continuance ; and sore sick- 
nesses, and of long continuance." 

Job xxi. 17 — 21. *^ How oft is the candle of the 
wicked put out? and how oft cometh their de- 
struction upon them? God distributeth sorrows 
in his anger. They are as stubble before the 
wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth 
away. God layeth up his iniquity for his chil- 
dren; he rewardeth him, and he shall know it 
His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall 
drink of the wrath of the Almighty. For what 
pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the 
number of his months is cut off in the midst." 

Psalm cix. 2. '^ The mouth of the wicked, and 
the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me. 
(Verse 9.) Let his children be fatherless, and his 
wife a widow. Let his children be continnally 
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vagabonds, and beg. Let them seek their bread 
also out of their desolate places. {Verses 12 — 14.) 
Let there be none to extend mercy unto him, 
neither let there be any to favour his fatherless 
children. Let his. posterity be cut off, and in the 
generation following, let their names be blotted 
out. Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered 
with the Lord, and let not the sin of his mother be 
blotted out," 

Prov. iii. 33. '' The curse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked.'' 

ProT. xiv. 11. *^ The house of the wicked shall 
be overthrown." 

Prov. XV. 25. " The Lord will destroy the 
house of the proud." 

Isaiah xiv. 20. ** The seed of evildoers shall 
never be renowned." 

Jer. xviii. 19 — 21. " Give heed to me, O Lord, 
and hearken to the voice of them that contend 
with me. Shall evil be recompensed for good? 
for they have digged a pit for my soul. Remem- 
ber that I stood before thee to speak good for 
them, and to turn away thy wrath from them. 
Therefore, deliver up their children to the famine, 
and pour out their blood by the force of the 
sword, and let their wives be bereaved of their 
children, and be widows; and let their men be 
put to death." 

Jer. xxix. 30 — 32. " Then came the word of 
the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying, Send to all them 

p 
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of the captivity, saying, Tbus saith the Lord 
concerning Shemaiah, the Nehelamite, Because 
that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you and I 
sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold I will 
punish Shemaiah the Nefhelamite, and his seed ; 
and he shall not have a man to dwell among this 
people ; neither shall he hehold the good that I 
will do for my people, saith the Lord ; because 
he hath taught rebellion against the Lord/' 

Jer. xxxii. 18. " Thou shewest loving-kind- 
ness unto thousands, and recompensest the ini- 
quity of the fathers, into the bosom of their chil- 
dren after them : the great, the mighty God, the 
Lord of Hosts is his name." 

Jer. xxxvi. 30, 31. " Therefore thus saith the 
Lord, of Jehoiakim king of Judah, He shall have 
none to sit upon the throne of David. And I 
will punish him and his seed and his servants, 
for their iniquity.*' 

Hosea iv. 6. " My people are destroyed for 
Jack of knowledge : because thou hast rejected 
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou 
shalt be no priest to me, seeing thou hast for- 
gotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children/* 

Matt, xxvii. 25. " Then answered all the 
people and said, His blood be on us, and on our 
children." 
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TEMPORAL CURSES. 

As an instance of a temporal curse descending to 
a family because of the sin of the parent, we have 
the history of Gehazi : 

'2 Kings V. 25 — ^27. " He went in and stood 
before his master, and Elisha said unto him, 
Whence comest thou, Gehazi. And he said, Thy 
servant went no whither. And he said unto him, 
Went not my heart with thee, when the man 
turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it 
a time to receive money, and to receive garments, 
and olive yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and 
oxen, and menservants and maidservants? The 
leprosy therefore of Naaman, shall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out 
from his presence a leper as white as snow.*' 



HINTS TO THE CHILDREN of UNGODLY 

PARENTS. 

These denunciations, though they are awful 
warnings to ungodly parents, yet form no excuse 
for those of their children who neglect to embrace 

p 4 
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Christ's salvation for themselves. '' Every man 
shall give an account of himself to God," — " every 
man shall die for his own iniquity'^ — " Yet say 
ye, why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of 
the father ? When the son hath done that which 
is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, 
and hath done them, he shall surely live. The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son : the righteous- 
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.'' * 

Though God, to keep alive a seed upon the 
earth, has vouchsafed especial promises to the 
children of believers, yet his grace is sovereign i 
^* He is no respecter of persons.'' Abraham him- 
self, the father of the faithful, was called out of 
an idolatrous family^ And at this day, and to the 
end of time, this word is faithful and true. '^ Who- 
soever comeih unto me, I will in no wise cast out." 

M. 

' Ezek. XYiii. 19> 20. 
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ON TH£ 

SUPPORTS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS 

▲rroRDKD 

TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS 

IN THB 

EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

Oh ! when a mother meets on high 
The babe she lost in infancy, 
Hath she not t^n for pains and fears, 
The day of woe, the watchfol night. 
For all her sorrow, all her tears. 
An over-payment of delight ? 

SOUTHRV. 
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ON THE 

SUPPORTS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS 

AFFORDED 

TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS 

IN THE 

EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN, 



ON GOD'S COVENANT PROMISES. 

God is wonderfully manifesting himself for the 
seed of his people at the present day. Pioas 
laymen now have an opportunity of doing almost 
as much for the advancement of Christ's kingdom 
as ministers^ 

For my own children, I desire not to prescribe 
how, or where, they shall serve God ; this I would 
leave to his wisdom, whether it shall be in heaven 
or on earth ; at home, or at the ends of the earth ; 
as public or as private characters. 

But that they may he his servanU — this one hope 
I would press to my bosom till I die. Not because 
I deserve any blessing, but because nothing is too 
much to hope from that God, who hath given his 
only-begotten Son to die for the redemption of 
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man ; and because that work is finished, and be 
ean now glorify himself in onr salvation; because 
he has promised that the Redeemer ^* shall see 
of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied ;" and 
because he has declared himself the Covenant 
God of belieyers, ** and of their seed after them.'' 
I have forfeited all claim to the covenant of his 
grace a thousand thousand times ; nevertheless, 
'* He is mindful of his covenant/' Though we 
change, '* He abideth faithful.^ His purposes 
of mercy shall prevail, not only in opposition to 
our numberless sins, but to their utter destruction, 
if we are his children ; and the top-stone of our 
salvation shall be laid, amidst the shoutings 
of " Grace, grace unto it! " Here is all my hope 
for myself, or my children. Mrs. Huntington. 



We meet with very glorious promises that God 
has made to the posterity of the saints, " The 
Lord will circumcise thine heart and the heart 
of thy seed." ' " Fear not Jacob my servant, 
and thou Jeshurun, whom I have chosen ;'' ** 1 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my bless- 
ing upon thine offspring ; and they shall spring 
up as among the grass, and as willows by the 
water-courses."* " As for me, this is my covenant 

> Deut XXX. 6. < Isa. xUv. S — 4. 
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with them, saith the Lord, My spirit that is upon 
thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed's seed, from henceforth and for ever." ^ Now, 
though these promises shall not be made good to 
every particular person in the church, yet it is the 
church of God that is the proper subject unto 
whom they shall be made good, and in an ordi- 
•nary way they shall be accomplished unto none 
else : and by nature, one man has no more right 
to a promise than another, nor ground to expect 
it ; only the covenant of God makes the difference ; 
they are all heirs of the promises, as they are 
children of the covenant and kingdom. 

This is gospel, and therefore to be believed and 
laid hold upon, as well as any other part of the 
second covenant ; for a believer in the exercise 
of his faith is to take in the whole covenant, as 
in the obedience of faith he is to take in the whole 
commandment. A man's faith, if it be sincere, 
must be universal, as well as his obedience : that 
this is gospel and a gospel promise, we suppose 
no man will deny, '< I will be thy God, and the 
God of thy seed." ' Now how does the Lord be- 
come the God of the parents ? It is only by cove- 
nant, and so he is said to be Ihe God of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; he saith, '* I ascend unto my Father 
and your Father, unto my God and your God.*' 

1 I8a.liz. 21. > Gen. ZYii. 7* 'Jc^mxx. 17. 
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*^ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken ine ? " * 
It is spoken with reference unto the covenant into 
which Christ had entered with the Lord. Now 
being the parents' God in covenant, he says he 
will be the God of their seed, that is, their's in 
covenant also. We may observe that God hath 
revealed this as gospel, and also that the people 
of God have exercised their faith upon it as 
gospel, in the behalf of their children. 

Strong. 



BETTER MOMENTS. 

My mother's voice ! — how often creeps 

Its cadence on my lonely hoars ; 
Like healing sent on wings of sleep. 

Or dew to the unconscious flowers. 
I can forget her melting prayer. 

While leaping pulses madly fly, 
But in the still unbroken air 

Her gentle tone comes stealing by. 
And years, and sin, and manhood flee. 
And leave me at my mother's knee. 

The book of nature, and the print 
Of beauty, qfi the whispering sea. 

Give aye to me, some lineament 
Of what I have been taught to be. 

> Matt zxvii. id. 
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My heart is harder, and perhaps 
My manliness hath drank up tears ; 

And there's a mildew in the lapse 
Of a few miserable years ; 

But nature's book is even yet 

With all my mother's lessons writ. 



I have been out at eventide 

Beneath a moonlight sky of spring. 
When earth was garnished like a bride, 

And night had on her silver wing ; 
When bursting leaves, and diamond grass, 

And waters leaping to the light, 
And all that makes the pulses pass 

With wilder fleetness thro' the night; 
When all is beauty — then have I, 

With friends on whom my love is flung. 
Like Myrrh on wings of Araby, 

Gaz'd up where evening's lamp is hung; 
And when the beautiful spirit there 

Flung over me its golden chain, 
My mother's voice came on the air. 

Like the light dropping of the rain. 
And rested on some silver star. 

The spirit of a bended knee ; 
I've poured her low and fervent prayer. 

That our eternity might be. 
To rise in heaven, like stars at night. 
And tread a living path of light ! 



m BSITSR MOMENTS. 

I haye been on the dewy hills, 

When night was stealing from the dawn, 
And mist was on the waking rills, 

And tints were delicately drawn 
In the grey east — where birds were waking. 

With a low murmor in the trees, 
And melody by fits was breaking 

Upon the whisper of the breeze. 
And this, when I went forth perchance. 
As a worn reyeller from the dance. 

And when the sun sprang gloriously 

And freely up, where hill and river 
Were catching upon wave and wave, 

The arrows from his subtle quiver, 
I say a voice has thrilled me then. 

Heard on the still and rushing light ; 
Or, creeping from the silent glen. 

Like words from the departing night. 
Hath stricken me, and I have press'd 

On the wet grass my fever'd brow. 
And, pouring forth the earliest 

First prayer with which I learnt to bow. 
Have felt my mother's spirit rush 

Upon me, as in by-past years, 
And, jdelding to the blessed gush 

Of my ungovernable tears, 
Have risen up, the gay, the wild. 
As humble as a very child. 
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ON GUARDIAN ANGELS. 

Infancy hath life but in effigy ; or, like a spark 
dwelling in a pile of wood, the candle is so newly 
lighted, that every little shaking of the taper, and 
every ruder breath of air puts it out, and it dies. 

Childhood is so tender, and yet so unwary, so 
soft to all the impressions of chance, and yet so for- 
ward to run into them, that God knew there could 
be no security without the care and vigilance of an 
angel-keeper; and the eyes of parents, and the 
arms of nurses, the provisions of art, and all the 
effects of human love and providence, are not 
sufficient to keep one child from horrid mischiefs, 
from strange and early calamities and deaths, 
unless a messenger be sent from heaven to stand 
centinel and watch over the very playthings, and 
sleepings, the eatings, and drinkings of the chil- 
dren. Jeremy Taylor. 
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ON PRAYER. 

* You give yourself too much trouble about P : 

After you have prayed for him, as you have done, 
and conmiitted him to God, should you not cease 
to feel anxious respecting him ? The command, 
*^ Be careful for nothing^' is unlimited ; and so is 
the expression, '^ casting all your care upon him.'' 
If we cast our burdens upon another,' can they 
continue to press upon us? If we bring them 
away with us from the throne of grace, it is 
evident we do not leave them there. With respect 
to myself, I have made this one test of my prayers. 
If after committing any thing to God, I can like 
Hannah, come away, and have my countenance 
no more sad, my heart no more pained and 
anxious, I look upon it as one proof that I prayed 
in faith : but if I bring away my burden, I con- 
clude that faith was not in exercise. Of course I 
do not urge this as a reason for neglecting to pray 
for any one ; but as a reason why, when we have 
performed this duty, we should be free from all 
care and anxiety respecting the event. — Pay son. 

Christian mothers, do you act thus? Do you 
bring your children to the Lord, in the belief that 
he has an infinitely greater desire both for their' 
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good and his own glory, than you can have ? That 
their salvation was the cause which prompted him 
to send his own Son from heaven to earth ? That 
your importunity on their behalf, is the means 
which he himself has appointed for accomplishing 
his own ends, even their salvation ? That though 
his grace is omnipotent and sovereign, yet means 
and ends are so closely linked together, that the 
one is inseparable from the other ? Do you be- 
lieve that when he presents you a chain of the 
most gpncious, and full, and rich promises, for 
your offspring, and puts the last link of it into 
your hands, with these words, ** I will yet for this 
be inquired of, by the house of Israel, to do 
it for them," do you think that he means what he 
says? Then trust him for the fulfilment. Do 
your part, and he will assuredly do his : yea, and 
abundantly, more abundantly than you can ask or 
think. 

Take your burden to him, but leave it there. 
Take hold of his strength ; claim his promises ; 
lean upon them ; rest upon them ; repose in 
them. Do not fancy that you believe his word, 
if you cannot rest on it. Do not fancy that you 
give God full credit for it, unless you can say, 
>* I will trust, and not be afraid." 

But can I be too anxious for the soul of my 
child? Impossible, and yet possible too. Im- 
possible, if that anxiety leads you to renounce 
all your own wisdom, all your own endeavours 
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for his goody except as they are made in the 
strength of the Lord God : and possible, if you 
go mourning all the day long, saying, *■ How can 
I bear to think that my child may perish, after 
all, through my neglect;' and so carrying the 
burden which belongs to the Burden-bearer, you 
are crushed under its weight. 

" Hope that is seen, is not hope," — ^if then you 
wait till you see the realization of your hopes, 
accomplished in his conversion, you have not 
honoured God by trusting him in the dark,— > 
'* Blessed is she that hath not seen, and yet hath 
believed.^' But you ask. What right have I to 
believe that God purposes to save the soul of my 
child ? Have you any right to disbelieve that he 
is the hearer and answerer of prayer? Has he 
hot given abundance of promises to this effect? 
Has he not said, '' Before they call I will answer, 
and whilst they are yet speaking I will hear." 

But are there not proofs, both in Scripture and 
in our own experience, that the children of godly 
parents often turn out reprobates ? It is true, too 
true, alas! But is there one instance, either in 
Scripture or experience, of a child trained up 
from the first in the way he should go> watched 
over, nurtured in the admonition of the Lord, who 
did finally go astray ? Unless this can be proved, 
nothing is proved. The truth is, that few, how 
few! of the most devoted parents are aware of 
their in&nite responsibility of all the avenues 



ON PRAYER. 2S5 

of evil that they should carefully close, — of all 
the bad influences to which they subject their 
children, — of the indelible impressions which are 
made upon their minds, when they perhaps fancy 
that they are too tender to receive any impres- 
sions at all, — of the effects of bad example, yea, 
even of the expression of the countenance, or 
of the tones of the voice, — of all they see around 
them, of all the various things that are forming 
their minds '^ when men sleep /' — all this, and ten 
thousand times more than this is true, and yet is 
generally overlooked ; and then we say, here is a 
child religiously brought up, how has it turned 
out? Just as you might have expected, if you had 
looked a little deeper than the mere surface. 

We cannot wonder when we see the careless 
and thoughtless manner in which mothers enter 
into their responsible stations, if their children 
become eventually curses instead of blessings. 

' But what a hard task you would thus impose 
on us,' they answer. If you feel it so, then cast 
your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain 
you. * But even if we do all that we can, we must 
sometimes leave our children with servants, — at 
least in their infancy.' Granted. Are those ser- 
vants the constant subjects of your prayers ? Have 
you led them to see the responsibility they share 
with you ^ Do you pray with them ? Did you pray 
far them? Did you ask that you might be directed 
to those best suited for their important office ? Do 

Q 
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yoar consciences answer, Yes, to these ques- 
tions? Then take courage; if. No; then wonder 
not at the results of your own neglect. God 
has given you the means, you have not used 
them. 

Oh, mothers, mothers, awake ! and see that the 
regeneration of the world depends, in a great 
measure, on your efforts, on your prayers : What 
are all other duties to yours? Oh! be women 
of prayer, of holiness, of faith, of love, see that 
the generations to come will from you receive 
their impress : look at the little immortals you are 
training, as the instruments perhaps of incalcu- 
lable good, or incalculable evil, to the whole 
human race : look at them, and see in those 
germs the future man — nay more, see in them the 
future immortal, destined to live on through 
illimitable ages, — destined to exist, when the 
earth shall have been swallowed up in the last 
flames: look upon them and wonder, that God 
has entrusted such precious jewels to such weak 
hands : look on them and think, my child's 
destiny through eternity depends instrumentally 
on me : oh look, and fall down with adoring 
gratitude and praise at his feet, who says, *' I 
will help thee.*' I have shewn thee the weight 
of thy burden, that thou mightest not rest till thou 
had St laid it on me. I will '* strengthen the weak 
hands, and support the feeble knees;" and at 
length thou shalt stand, the conflict over, and the 
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trial past, with these immortal spirits before mj 
throne, washed and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb. M. 



ON MAN'S INSUFFICIENCY AND 
GOD'S SUFFICIENCY. 

But who sufficient is to lead, 
And execute the vast design ? 

How can our arduous toil succeed, 
When earth and hell their forces join ; 

The meanest instruments to overthrow, 

Which thou hast ever used below? 

Mountains alas ! on mountains rise. 
To make our utmost efforts vain ; 

The work our feeble strength defies, 
And all the helps and hopes of man : 

Our utter impotence we see ; 

But nothing is too hard for thee ! 

The things impossible to men. 
Thou canst for thine own people do ; 

Thy strength be in our weakness seen, 
Thy wisdom in our folly shew ! 

Prevent, accompany, and bless. 

And crown the whole with full success. 

Q s 
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Unless the power of heavenly grace. 

The wisdom of the Deity, 
Direct and govern all our ways, 

And all our works be wrought in Thee, 
Our blasted works we know shall fail. 
And earth and hell at last prevail. 

But oh, almighty God of love, 
Into thy hands the matter take ; 

The mountain obstacles remove. 

For thine own truth and mercy's sake ; 

Fulfil in ours, thy own design, 

And prove the work entirely thine. 

Wesley. 



One principle which I would desire to impress is, 
that education, such as deserves the name, is, 
of all things, the most difficult. Ask the parent, 
who is sensible of the importance of his sacred 
and interesting duties, and who endeavours to 
educate his children for happiness and heaven; 
ask his opinion, and he will tell you, that, sen- 
sible of the difficulties which will meet him on 
every side, he rests on God's assistance, and on 
God's blessing alone, for counsel and for success. 

Hints on Education. 
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Let not parents expect too much from their 
labours, and be disheartened when they expe- 
rience important failures. They will assuredly 
meet with much forgetfulness in their children, 
many instances of negligence, with some capri- 
cious fancies, and some cross humours. But let 
them not be discouraged. A deep sense of their 
own frailty, and propensity to evil, notwithstand- 
ing all the grace of God may have done for them, 
and a recollection that the same qualities, less 
corrected perhaps by divine grace, are inherent in 
their children, should lead them to expect great 
obstacles, and rather to wonder at the degree 
of success they meet with, than at their failures. 

In fact, how could they succeed in any one 
instance but for the diyine aid ? How patiently 
and sweetly then should they bear with difficulties 
and hindrances among their children, praying 
and waiting, quietly and serenely, for the blessing 
of God, while they steadily and unweariedly con- 
tinue to employ the means which, on full con- 
sideration, appear to them to be the best in their 
power. It is surprising how such conduct suc- 
ceeds in the end: — children altering unaccount- 
ably for the better, and a bright dawn opening on 
a parent, when he thinks that a long and dari: 
night is before him. Babinoton. 
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ON CHRISTIAN HOPE. 

Christians are apt to oyerlook the duty of cul- 
tivating those graces to which their natural cha- 
racters are most opposed. One inclined to de- 
spondency gives way to the most discouraging 
views which may present themselves to the mind, 
without reflecting that God has commanded us 
not only to pray always, but to *' hope in the 
Lord" — ^to hope under the most unpromising cir- 
cumstances, and to hope with the assurance, that 
those who do so '' shall yet praise Him.^' 

This view is very important in the work of 
Christian education. The fairest promise of open- 
ing youth is often blighted ; those who seemed to 
be all that we could desire, sometimes without 
any obvious cause at all, disappoint u^ turn 
aside from the good way; seem as if every im- 
pression was erased from their hearts which we 
flattered ourselves had been written there indeli- 
bly; yea, sometimes they even hate the thing 
which they once loved. The mother, disappointed 
of her expectations, thinks that all is lost; that 
she has '^ laboured in vain, and spent her strength 
for nought." Here is the time for leaning on the 
anchor of Hope ; she has cast that anchor within 
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the yeil ; God's promise is pledged that he will 
not fail her ; let her lean on it : it will not give 
way. ** Hope thou in God." 

It was hope that stayed up the mind of the 
^* Father of the Faithful " and his helieving part- 
ner, when ^* against hope they believed in hope ; 
because they counted Him faithful that had pro- 
mised ; " and it is against hope that we are called 
to believe in hope : and such as do so shall find 
that Abraham's God '* will not fail them." 
. A mere empty expectation, which has nothing 
to rest upon, may, and often will, end as it began, 
in vanity ; but a hope which has respect to the 
promise of Him '^ who cannot lie," shall never go 
unrewarded. It is true that God has not given an 
unconditional pledge that the child of every be- 
liever shall be bom from above ; had he done so, 
this might, and no doubt would, from the evil and 
corrupt nature of our hearts, have produced care- 
lessness and indifference, both in parents and in 
their offspring in the use of means. But He has 
done something infinitely more consonant with bis 
own unsearchable wisdom ; he has set forth in the 
plainest terms, the means which he promises to 
bless; he has set death and life before Chris- 
tian parents, and said. Choose which ye will have 
for your children. '' The kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence and the violent take it by force." 
Nor does this view militate in the slightest degree 
against the sovereignty of divine grace ; God hath 
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been pleased so wonderfally to link, together 
means and ends, so closely to fit one to the other, 
that '' What God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder/' 

Those men were not less '* wicked by whom 
our Lord was '< crucified and slain,'' because he 
was delivered up to them '' by the determinate 
counsel and fore-knowledge of God;'' and the 
salvation of every converted sinner is no less the 
result of the divine sovereignty, because God is 
pleased to employ human agency in working out 
his designs. '* Oh ! the depth of the riches, both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God, how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways, past 
finding out ! " 

Our hope is not to have respect to any parti- 
cular time ; and this for the obvious reason that 
it would then be changed into certainty ; but it is 
to be a hope fixed on the Promiser, a ^' hope in 
God:' 

Christian parents are too anxious to see quick 
results, — to have the seed not only sown, but im- 
mediately springing up ; whereas '' the husband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruits of the earth.*' 
Difficult as it is to '* sow in hope," without even 
desiring a very rapid appearance of vegetation, 
this is assuredly the right way. Religion should 
" take root downwards," as well as " bear fruit 
upwards ; " and the seed that lies the longest hid- 
den beneath the earth, is more likely to become a 
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strong and healthy plant, than one which shoots 
np a green and weak stem, puts forth its leaves 
rapidly, and is perhaps blighted by the first 
nipping frost. 

Let the seed sown be well watered with tears : 
not tears shed in despondency, bat in joyful hope, 
and '* the sun of righteousness '' will graciously 
shine upon that prepared soil and make it bring 
forth abundantly. '* Hope thou in God, for thou 
shalt yet praise Him.** M. 



To mark the sufferings of the babe 

That cannot speak its woe ; 
To see the infant tears gush forth. 

Yet know not why they flow ; 
To meet the meek uplifted eye, 

That fain would ask relief, 
Yet can but tell of agony — 

This is a mother's grief. 

Through dreary days and darker nights. 

To trace the march of death. 
To hear the faint and frequent sigh. 

The quick and shortened breath ; 
To watch the last dread strife draw near. 

And pray that struggle brief. 
Though all is ended with its close, — 

This is a mother's grief. 
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To see in one short hour decayed 

The hope of future years ; 
To feel how vain a father's prayers. 

How vain a mother's tears : 
To think the cold grave now must close 

O'er what was once the chief 
Of all the treasured joys on earth — 

This is a mother's grief. 

Yet when the first wild throb is past, 

Of anguish and despair, 
To lift the eye of faith to heav'n, 

And think my child is there ! 
This best can dry the gushing tears, 

This yield the heart relief, 
Until the Christian's pious hope 

O'ercomes a mother's grief. 

Rev. T. Dale. 



Did we duly consider how far the goodness of a 
single individual may be influential in his neigh- 
bourhood ; how that influence may be propagated, 
in ever widening circles, and may ultimately, in 
no small degree, promote the welfare of his 
country, it would surely be a great support and 
strengthening to our weak faltering virtue. 
It ten righteous men had been found in the 
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city, Sodom woald have been spared ; indeed it 
could hardly have been Sodom : but among ten, 
every unit is important. 

The kingdom of heaven we know, is as a grain 
of mustard seed ; and whatever belongs to that 
kingdom, is in like manner fruitful. 

Guesses at Truth. 



ON THE FUTURE BLESSEDNESS OF 

CHILDREN. 

Yea, in the rapture of that hour, though songs 

Of cherubim, to golden lyres and trumpets, 

And the redeemed upon the sea of glass. 

With voices like the sound of many waters, 

Came on mine ear, whose secret cells were open'd 

To entertain celestial harmonies ; 

The small sweet accents of those little children. 

Pouring out all the gladness of their souls 

In love, joy, gratitude, and praise to Him, 

Him, who had loved and washed them in his 

blood. 
These were to me, the most transporting strains. 
Amidst the hallelujahs of all heaven. 

Though lost awhile in that amazing chorus. 
Around the throne ; — at happy intervals. 
The shrill hosannahs of the infant choir. 
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Siofpng in that eternal temple, brought 
Tears to mine eye, which seraphs had been glad 
To weep, could they have felt the sympathy 
That melted all my soul, when I beheld 
How condescending Deity, thus deigned 
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings here, 
To perfect his high praise : — the harp of Heav'n 
Had lacked its least, but not its meanest string, 
Had children not been taught to play upon it. 

Montgomery. 



ON THE PLEASURE ARISING FROM THE 
SOCIETY OF CHILDREN. 

No man can tell, but he that loves his children, 
how many delicious accents make a man's heart 
dance in the pretty conversation of those dear 
pledges ; their childishness, their stammering, their 
little angers, their innocence, their imperfections, 
their necessities, are so many emanations of joy 
and comfort to him that delights in their persons 
and society. Jeremy Taylor. 
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ON OBTAINING A HOLD ON THE 
CONSCIENCES OF CHILDREN. 

It is of incalculable importance to obtain a hold 
on the conscience. Children have a conscience, 
and it is not seared though it is evil. Bringing 
the eternal world into their view, planning and 
acting with that world before us, this gains at 
length such a hold on them, that with all the 
infidel poison which they may afterwards imbibe, 
there are few children who at night in their 
chamber, in the dark, in a storm of thunder, will 
not feel. They cannot cheat like men. They 
recollect that eternity which stands in their way. 
It rises up before them like the ghost of Banquo 
to Macbeth. It goads them, it thunders in their 
ears. After all, they are obliged to compound the 
matter with conscience, if they cannot be pre- 
vailed on to return to God without delay. ' I 
must be religious one time or other, that is clear ; 
I cannot get rid of this thing. Well! I will begin 
at such a time. I will finish such a scheme — and 
then — ' Cecil. 
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ON THE GRADUAL ADVANCE OF 
KNOWLEDGE. 

The prog^ss of knowledge is slow, like the march 
of the son. We cannot see him moving ; but 
after a time we may perceive that he has moved 
onward. Guesses at Truth. 



ON THE POWERS OF PARENTAL 
INFLUENCE. 

I FIND in myself an evidence of the gpreatness 
of parental influence. I detect myself to this day 
in laying down maxims in my family, which I 
took up at three or four years of age, before I 
could possibly know the reason of the thing. 

Cecil. 
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ON A MOTHER'S FITNESS FOR HER 

DUTIES. 

A MOTHER, to be truly respectable in the eyes 
of her children, must not only be to them as a 
tender protector, a perpetual solace, and a source 
of every joy, but as a guide and oracle ; one to 
whom they are to apply in every perplexity ; from 
whom they are, at all times, certain of receiving 
light. 

The mother who is capable of fulfilling the 
former part of the parental character only, will 
soon find that not all the tenderness and afi'ection 
she can shew will procure for her that filial 
respect and veneration, which is the precious re- 
ward of maternal sufierings and anxieties. To 
be truly respectable in the eyes of her offspring, 
a mother must be capable of instructing them. 

But is it by the common mode of boarding- 
school education that she is to attain this capa- 
bility ? Alas ! no. She may have been the glory 
of the school, have learned to play and sing and 
dance to admiration ; and at the same time have 
had her judgment so little exercised, as to be 
incapable of giving her children that degree 
of information which the mother, who would be 
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respected by her children, ought always to ha^e 
it in her power to bestow. 

It is likely that neither her obserration nor 
judgment have been so far cultivated ; but is it 
too late for her to set about the cultivation? The 
belief that it is so, is a fatal delusion. JDo we not 
see frequent instances of men who have passed 
their youth in idleness, but who, at a period of 
life when many women are mothers of families, 
begin to make up for lost time by serious appli- 
cation to those studies which they had formerly 
neglected? Do we not see such men succeed 
in their attempts? Do we not sometimes see 
those who were at twenty idle, ignorant, and 
uninformed, become in a few years after men 
of science and information ? Why then should a 
woman of twenty, or of any age, think that, 
because she is married, all improvement is 
impossible? Hamilton. 



ON LKADING CHILDREN TO GOD. 



ON A UNITED FAMILY. 

What a type of a happy family is the family 
of the sun ! With what order, with what har- 
mony, with what blessed peace, do his children, 
the planets, move around him : shining with the 
light which they drink in from their parent's face, 
at once upon liim and one-another. 

Guesses at Truth. 



ON LEADING CHILDREN TO GOD. 

You whom God hath intrusted with the care 
of children, I would persuade to the great work 
of helping them to the heavenly rest. Think what 
a comfort you may have if you be faithful in this 
duty. If you succeed, the comfort is inexpressi- 
ble, in their love and obedience, their supplying 
your wants, and delighting you in all your re- 
maining path to glory. But the greatest joy 
will be when you shall say, ' Lord, here am I, 
and the children thou hast given me ; ' and shalt 

R 



S4a ON LEADING CHILDREN TO GOD. 

joyfully live with them for ever. I also entreat 
parents to consider what excellent advantages 
they have for saving their children. They are 
with yon while they are tender and flexible : yon 
have a twig to bend, and not an oak ; none in the 
world have such interest in their affections as yon 
have ; you have also the greatest authority over 
them; their whole dependance is on you for a 
maintenance; you best know their temper and 
inclinations ; and you are ever with them, and can 
never want opportunities; especially you, mo- 
thers, remember this, who are more with your 
children while young than their fathers. What 
pains are you at for their bodies ; and will you 
not be at as much pains for the saving of their 
souls? I beseech you watch over them, teach 
them, admonish them, and give them no rest till 
you have brought them to Christ. Baxter. 



SECTION V. 



EXAMPLES OF THE BLESSING 

WHICH RESULTS FROM 

EARLY PARENTAL INSTRUCTION. 

Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt And it after many 
days. EccLBSiASTKSxi. 1. 

Thbt that BOW hi tears shall reap in joy : He that goeth forth and 
weepetb, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rc;}oicing, bringing his sheaves with him. Psalm cxzvi. 5, 6. 
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EXAMPLES OP THE BLESSING 

WHICH RESULTS FROM 

EARLY PARENTAL INSTRUCTION. 



SAINT AUGUSTINE. 



Saint Angnstitte is one of the most encouraging 
and striking instances of the benefits resulting 
from early maternal instruction and prayer. In 
his youth he was ' far from righteousness, and 
not only abandoned to the pleasures and vices 
of the worhi, but he fell into great errors of doc- 
trine, through the love of philosophy falsely so 
called.' * In much ignorance/ he says, ' I at 
that time derided thy holy servants, and was 
justly exposed to believe most ridiculous absur- 
dities. And thou didst send thy hand from 
above, O Lord, and free me from this depth 
of evil, while my mother was praying for me, 
more solicitous on account of the death of my 
soul than other parents for the death of the body* 
She was favoured with a dream, by which thou 
comfortedst her soul with hope of my recovery. 
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She appeared to herself to be standing on a 
plank, and a person came to her and asked her 
the cause of her affliction; and on being answered 
that it was on my account, be charged her to be 
of good cheer, for where she was there also I 
should be. On which she immediately beheld 
me standing by her, on the same plank. Whence 
was this but from thee, gracious Omnipkotent, wio 
takest care of each one, and of all of us ? 

' When she related this to me, I endeavoured to 
avoid the force of it, by observing that it might 
mean to exhort her to be where I was. Without 
hesitation she replied. It was not said where he 
is, there thou shalt be ; but, where thou art, there 
he shall be. Her prompt answer made> a stronger 
impression on my mind than the dream itself. 

* For nine years, while I was rolling in the filth 
of sin, often attempting to rise and still sinking 
deeper, did she, in vigorous hope, persist in in. 
cessant prayer. I remember also that she en- 
treated a. certain bishop to undertake to reason 
me out of my errors. He was a person not back, 
ward to attempt this, where he found a docile 
subject. ' But your son,' said he, * is too much 
elated at present, and carried away with the 
pleasing novelty of his error, to regard any argu- 
ments, as appears by the pleasure he takes in 
puzzling many ignorant persons with his captious 
questions. Let him alone ; only continue praying 
to the Lord for him ; he will, in the course of his 
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study, discover his error." All this satisfied not 
my anxious parent ; with floods of tears she per- 
sisted in her request, when at last he, a little out 
of temper on account of her importunity, said, 
' Be gone, good woman, it is not possible that the 
child of such tears should perish/ She has often 
told me since, that this answer impressed her 
mind like a voice from heaven/ 

For nine years after this, St. Augustine con- 
tinued to be alienated from the life, of God, seek- 
ing death in the error of his ways. * Yet,' says he, 
* thy hands, my God, in the secret of thy provi- 
dence forsook not my soul day and night; the 
prayers of my mother came up before Thee, and 
tiiou wroughtest upon me in ways marvellous 
indeed, but secret. Thou didst it, my God ; for 
man's goings are from the Lord ; and who affords 
salvation but thy hand which restores what thou 
hast made?' 

He detennined to go to Rome in pursuit of 
worldly honour ; but ' the true cause of my re- 
moval,' he says, ' was at that time hidden both 
from me and my mother, who bewailed my going 
away, and followed me to the sea-side, but I 
deceived her though she held me close, with a 
view either to call me back, or to go along with 
me. I pretended that I only meant to keep com- 
pany with a friend till he set sail, and with 
.difficulty persuaded her to remain that night in a 
place dedicated to the memory of Cyprian. But 
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that night I departed privily, and she continaed 
weeping and praying. Thus did I deceive my 
mother, and such a mother ! Yet I was preserved 
from the dangers of the sea, foal as I was, in all 
the mire of sin; and a time was coming when 
thou wouldst wipe away my mother's tears with 
which she watered the earth, and ev^i forgive this 
my base undatifalness. 

' And what did she beg of thee, my God, at 
that time, but that I might be hindered from 
sailing? Thou, in profound wisdom, regarding 
the hinge of her desire, neglectedst the particular 
object of her present request, that thou mightest 
gratify the general object of her devotions. 

* The wind favoured us, and carried us out 
of sight of the shore, when in the morning she 
was distracted with grief, and filled thine ears 
with groans and complaints, whilst thou punish- 
edst her carnal desire with the jtist scourge of 
immoderate grief. She loved my presence with 
her as is natural to mothers, though in her the 
affection was uncommonly strong ; and she knew 
not what joy thou wast preparing for her from my 
absence. She knew not, therefore she wept and 
wailed. Yet after she had wearied herself in 
accusing my perfidy and cruelty, she returned to 
her former employment of praying for me, and 
went home while I went to Rome.' 

There St. Augustin fell ill of a fever. ' She was 
ignorant' says he, * of this, and yet prayed for 
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me, being absent. But thon, every where present, 
didst hear her, and pity me. Morning and even- 
ing she frequented the church, to hear thy word 
and to pray ; and the salvation of her son was the 
constant bjarden of her supplications. Thou 
didst hear her, O Lord, and perform, in due 
season, what thou hadst predetermined. Thou 
recoveredst me from the fever, that at length I 
might obtain also a recovery of still greater 
importance/ 

From Rome St. Augustine went to Milan, 
where he was led to attend the ministry of Am- 
- brose. He was first delighted with him as a man, 
then as an orator; and he attended only to the 
beauty of his language : but, says he, ** the ideas 
which I neglected came into my mind with the 
wordB with which I was pleased, and I was gra- 
dually brought to attend to the doctrine of the 
bishop. My mother was now come to me, cou- 
rageous through piety, following me by land and 
sea, and secure of thy favour in all dangers. 

* She found me very hopeless with regard to 
the discovery of truth : but when I told her my 
present situation, she answered, that she believed 
in Christ; that before she left this world, she 
should see me a sound believer. To thee her 
prayers and tears were still more copious, that 
thou wouldst perfect what thou hadst begun. And 
with much zeal and affection she attended the 
ministry of Ambrose. Him she loved, as an angel 
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of God, because she understood that I had broken 
o£f from my former connexions through his means ; 
and she confidently expected me to pass from 
sickness to health though with a critical danger 
in the interval. Ambrose was charmed with the 
fervour of her piety and the amiableness of her 
good works ; and often broke out in his preaching, 
when he saw me, congratulating me that I had 
such a mother : little knowing what sort of a son 
she had, who doubted of all these things, and 
even apprehended that the way of life could not 
be found/ 

After describing long and severe mental strug- 
gles, Augustine thus proceeds : * My meditations 
on thee, O Lord, were like the attempt of men 
desirous of awaking, but sinking again into sleep, I 
had not a heart to answer thee, '^ Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light/' By and by,— shortly, — let me 
alone a little. These were the answers of my 
heart. But by and by, had no bounds—and let 
me alone a little, went to a great length. 

• In vain was I delighted with thy law in the 
inner man, when another law in my members 
warred against the law of my mind. Wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death, but thy grace, through Christ 
Jesus our Lord ! 

< His difficulties and doubts for some time 
increased. He had attained the age of thirty- 
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one, and the truth seemed farther from him than 
ever ; but at length, through part of the epistles 
of St. Paul, being applied by the Holy Spirit with 
power to his heart, he received the gospel with 
joy. * Then' says he, * I went to my mother, 
revealed to her what had passed ; and she now 
triumphed in the abundant answers given to her 
petitions. Thou didst then turn her mourning 
into joy.' 

Not very long after the conversion of Augustine 
he says, < It was through thy secret appointment 
that my mother and I stood alone at a window, 
facing the east, in a house at the mouth of the 
Tiber, where we were preparing for our voyage. 
Otir discourse was highly agreeable; and, for- 
getting the past, we endeavoured to conceive 
aright of the nature of the eternal life of the 
saints. It was evident to us, that no carnal 
delights deserved to be named on this subject; 
raising our spirits more ardently, we ascended 
above the noblest parts of the material world to 
the consideration of our own minds ; and passing 
above them, we attempted to reach heaven itself, 
to come to thee, by whom all things were made. 
There our hearts were enamoured, and there we held 
fast the first fruits of the Spirit, and returned to 
the sound of our own voice, which gave us an 
emblem of the divine word. 

' We said, if the flesh, the imagination, and 
every tongue should be silenced, for they proclaim 
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— * We made not ourselves, but he who remaineth 
for ever ; ' If these things should now hold their 
peace, and God alone should speak, not by any 
emblems or created things, but by himself, so that 
we could hear his word, should this be continued 
and other visions withdrawn, and this alone seize 
and absorb the spectator for ever : is not this the 
meaning of ** Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord?" 

* At this moment the world appeared to us of no 
value : and she said, ' Son, I have now no delight 
in life : why am I here? What should I do here, I 
know not ; the hope of this life being quite spent* 
One thing only, your conversion, was an object 
for which I wished to live. My God has given me 
this, in larger measure, what do I here?' 

' Scarcely five days after, she fell into a fever : 
a brother of mine, who was with us, lamented that 
she was likely to die in a foreign land ; she looked 
at him with anxiety, to see him so grovelling in 
his conceptions, and looking at me, she said, 
' Place this body any where, do not distress your- 
selves concerning it/ I could not but rejoice and 
give thanks that she was delivered from that 
anxiety, with which I knew she had always been 
agitated, in regard to a sepulchre, which she had 
provided for herself, and prepared near the body 
of her husband. 

* I knew not the time when this void had been 
filled by the fulness of thy grace, but I rejoiced to 
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find tills eyidence of it. 1 heard afterwards, that 
while at Ostea, she had been discoursing with 
9<mie friends in my absence, concerning the con- 
tempt of life, and they expressing their surprise 
that she did not fear to leave her body so far from 
her own country, * Nothing/ said she, ^ is far to 
God ; and 1 do not fear that he should not know 
where to find me at the resurrection/ 

^ She departed this life on the ninth day of her 
illness, in the fifty-sixth year of her age and the 
thirty-third of mine.' 



THE REV. RICHARD HOOKER. 

The Rey. Richard Hooker, no less eminent as a 
scholar than a diyine, was born in the year 1553, 
of humble but pious parents, who devoted them- 
selves assiduously to the care of his education, 
determining to give to their son every advantage 
which by strict self-denial, they could obtain for 
him. They were early convinced that God had 
bestowed on him superior talents, and probably 
designed him for holding a higher station in so- 
ciety than that in which he was placed by his 
birth. 

* It is observed,^ says his biographer, ^ (so far 
as inquiry is able to look back at this distance 
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of time,) that at his being a school-boy he was 
an early questionist, quietly inquisitiTe. Why 
this was, and that was not to be remembered? 
Why this was granted and that denied? This 
being mixed with a remarkable modesty, and a 
sweet serene quietness of nature ; and with these 
a quick apprehension of many perplexed parts 
of learning, imposed then upon him as a scholar, 
made his master and others to believe him to have 
an inward blessed divine light, and therefore to 
consider him to be a little wonder. For in that, 
children were less pregnant, less confident, and 
more malleable, than in this wiser, but not better 
age. 

* This meekness and conjunction of knowledge 
being observed by his schoolmaster, caused him 
to persuade his parents to continue him at school, 
till he could find out some means to ease them 
of a part of their care and charge ; assuring them, 
that their son was so enriched by the blessings 
of nature and grace, that God seemed to single 
him out as a special instrument of his glory. 

* This was not unwelcome news, and especially 
to his mother, to whom he was a dutiful and a 
dear child ; and all parties were so pleased with 
this proposal, that it was resolved, so it should be. 
And in the mean time, his parents and master l^d 
a foundation for his future happiness, by instilling 
into his soul the seeds of piety, those conscien- 
tious principles of loving and fearing God, of an 
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early belief that he knows the very secrets of our 
souls ^ that he punishes our vices, and rewards 
our innocence ; that we should be free from hypo- 
crisy, and appear to man what we are to God ; 
because, first or last, the crafty man is catched in 
his own snare. 

' These seeds of piety were so seasonably planted, 
and so continually watered by the daily dew 
of God's blessed Spirit, that his infant virtues 
grew into such holy habits, as did make him grow 
daily into more favour both with God and man ; 
which with the great learning that he did after 
attain to, hath made Richard Hooker honoured in 
this, and will continue him to be so to succeeding 
generations. 

' He was afterwards sent to Oxford, where he 
made rapid advances both in divine and human 
learning ; friends having been remarkably raised 
up for him, to assist him in prosecuting his studies, 
according to the faith of his good parents, that 
thus it would be. 

< In this condition he continued until the eigh- 
teenth year of his age, still increasing in learning 
and prudence ; and so much in humility and piety, 
that he seemed to be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and even like St. John the Baptist, to be sancti- 
fied from his mother's womb, who did often bless 
the day in which she bare him. 

*■ About this time he fell into a dangerous sick- 
ness, which lasted two months, all which time, his 
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mother having notice of it, did in her hourly 
. prayers, as earnestly beg his life of God, as Monica 
the mother of St. Augustine did, that he might 
become a true Christian ; and their prayers were 
both so heard as to be granted ; which Mr. Hooker 
would often mention with much joy, and as often 
pray that he might never live to occasion any 
sorrow to so good a mother ; of whom he would 
often say, that he loved her so dearly, that he 
would endeavour to be good, even as much for 
her's, as for his own sake.' 

' His life, which was varied by many and sore 
trials, did yet in the midst of them eminently 
shew forth the praises of that God to whom he 
had early devoted himself. 

* The innocency and sanctity of his life,' says 
his biographer, ' became so remarkable, that 
many turned out of the road, and others (scholars 
especially) went purposely to see the man whose 
life and learning were so much admired.' 

In the living of Borne, to which he was pre- 
sented by Queen Elizabeth, and where he died, 
' he gave a holy valediction to all the pleasures 
and allurements of earth, possessing his soul in a 
virtuous quietness, which he maintained by a 
constant study, prayers, and meditations.' As 
he seemed in his youth to be taught by God, so 
he seemed in this place to teach his precepts as 
Enoch did, by walking with him in all holiness 
and humility, making each day a step towards 
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a blessed eternity. And though such examples 
are become barren and almost incredible, yet let 
his memory be blest with this true recordation, 
because he that praises Richard Hooker praises 
God that hath g^yen such gifts to men.' 

The writings of this eminent man have been 
thus spoken of: ' There is no learning that this 
man hath not searched into, nothing too hard for 
his understanding; this man, indeed, deserves 
the name of an author ; his books will get re- 
verence by age, for there is in them such seed^ 
of eternity, thai they shall last till the last fire 
shall consume all learning.' 

^Though many others write well,' said King 
James I. ' yet in the next age they will be for- 
gotten ; but doubtless there is in every page of 
Mr. Hooker's book the picture of a divine soul, 
such pictures of truth and reason, and drawn in 
so sacred colours, that they shall never fade, but 
give an immortal memory to the author.' 

Such was the man who we learn from other 
sources, as well as those here cited, was irst 
taught the knowledge of God, through the prayers 
and instructions of a pious mother. M. 
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THE REV. PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D.D. 

To trace a mighty river to its source, has been 
deemed an enterprise worthy the attention not 
only of adventurous travellers, but of the most 
powerful governments of the earth; a vast ex- 
penditure of wealth, and even of life, has not 
been thought too high a price to pay for such 
a discovery. 

When we see the labours or writings of an 
individual, blessed to the conversion of hundreds 
of his fellow mortals, is it an object of less in- 
terest to trace back the stream which has fer- 
tilized so many immortal minds to its rise, that 
we may wonder and adore the goodness of God, 
who has vouchsafed to employ such humble 
means to subserve the purposes of his glory ? 

It must be allowed, that few works of modern 
days have exerted a greater influence over the 
mind, or perhaps have been the means of convert- 
ing more sinners to God than Doddridge's Rise 
and Progress. An eminent writer (Foster) thus 
speaks of it : ^ The immense number of impres- 
sions have engaged the attention, less or more, 
of hundreds of thousands of persons. Each of 
those copies has had its own particular destina- 
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tion, and many of them have doubtless been 
attended with remarkable circumstances. 

' Imagine by what a strange diversity of persons, 
as to disposition, mental endowment, conduct, age, 
in what a variety of situations, under how many 
peculiar conjunctures of occurrence, and with 
what dissimilar impressions and results, the book 
has been perused or noticed ! It is striking, to a 
degree even awful, to reflect what such a book 
must have done, to how many it may have im- 
parted thoughts new and affecting, and which 
nothing could expel ; how many it may have been 
made the means of leading into a happy life, and 
to a happy end ; how many it has arrested, dis- 
turbed, and warned, whom it could not persuade : 
of how many it has aggravated the responsibility 
more than influenced the conduct. 

^So great a number and diversity of human 
beings, unknown for the most part to one another 
scattered here and there over more than one 
country, and over a space of time approaching to 
a century, have come into some certain relation 
with this one book. 

' And who shall presume to cast any thought 
towards an assignable duration of the effects 
resulting to so many persons, from their attention 
having fallen on this work, when that effect has 
gone, or is to go, into the interests of eternity ? 
Let the idea of its unknown prolongation be com- 
bined with that of the number of beings expa- 

s s 
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riencing it, and it would be no extrayagant phan- 
tasy to beiieye that the pious author may find it 
one of the amazements of his future enlarging 
knowledge, to have a manifestation in some way 
unfolding itself to him, of even a minor part 
of the consequences of what he wrote/ 

The other works of Doddridge, including his 
Commentary and smaller productions, haye been 
of great practical utility to the church ; and his 
labours during his life were eminently owned 
of God. It is interesting then to inquire, how he 
receiyed his first impressions of religion ? and we 
shall find the answer to be the same as might be 
giyen respecting multitudes of other eminent 
Christians — from his mother. 

By her he was brought up in the early know- 
ledge of religion, ' And I haye heard him relate, 
says his biographer, ' that his mother taught him 
the History of the Old and New Testament before 
he could read, by the assistance of some Dutch 
tiles in the chimney of the room where they com- 
monly sat. And her wise and pious reiections 
upon the stories there represented, were the 
means of making some good impressions upon his 
heart, which neyer wore out. And therefore this 
method of instruction he constantly recommended 
to parents.' 

He lost both his father and mother when young* 
but the word of God, sown by them in his heart, 
had taken deep root, and at an early age, it is 
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recorded of him, that * he was remarkable for 
piety and diligent application to learning.' 

M. 



A MOTHER'S LOVE 



2 TIMOTHY I. 5. 



Blbst infant ! whom his mother taught 

Early to seek the Lord ; 
And poured upon his dawning thought, 

The day-spring of the word: 
This was the lesson to her son. 
Time is eternity begun. 
Behold that mother's love ! 

Blest mother, who in Wisdom's path. 

By her own parent trod. 
Thus taught her son to flee the wrath. 

And know the fear of God : 
' Ah youth ! like him enjoy your prime. 
Begin eternity in time. 
Taught by that mother's loye! 
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That mother's love ! how sweet the name ! 

What was that mother's love ? 
The noblest, purest, tenderest flame, 

That kindles from above ; 
Within a heart of earthly mould, 
As much of heav'n as heart can hold. 
Nor through eternity grows cold ; 

This was that mother's love. 



THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

» 

It is not surprising that so remarkable a history 
as that of the Rev. John Newton, of Olney, 
should have excited a deep and general interest 
amongst various classes of readers. 

It would indeed be difficult to point out a 
more wonderful instance of the riches of divine 
grace, manifested towards one of the vilest of 
sinners, who was destined afterwards to become a 
burning and shining light in the church of the 
living God ; a preacher of that gospel which he 
long denied, and of that Saviour whom he cru- 
cified afresh by his aflections and lusts. 

The early impressions made upon his mind by a 
mother whom he lost in infancy, seem to have 
been like the seed sown deep in the earthy which, 
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aftet ^ long patience/ sprang up, and brought 
forth fruit abundantly. 

How encouraging an example to mothers, to 
go *^ forth with weeping, bearing precious seed/' 
claiming the promise of God, that they *' shall 
return again with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves 
with them." 

The narrative of Newton's early history cannot 
be better related than in his own words, in a letter 
addressed to a friend. 

^ I can sometimes feel pleasure in repeating the 
grateful acknowledgements of David, '' O Lord, 
I am thy servant, the son of thine hand-maid, thou 
hast loosed my bonds/' The tender mercies of 
God towards me were manifested in the first 
moment of my life. I was bom as it were in his 
house, and dedicated to him in my infancy. 

* My mother, as I have heard from many, was 
a pious experienced Christian. I was her only 
ehild, and as she was of a weak constitution and a 
retired temper ; almost her whole employment was 
the care of my education. I have some faint 
remembrance of her care and instructions. 

* At a time when I could not be more than three 
years of age, she herself taught me English, and 
with so much success, (as I had something of a 
forward turn,) that when I was four years old, I 
could read with propriety in any common book 
that offered. She stored my memory, which was 
then very retentive, with many valuable pieceS| 
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chapters, and portions of seriptarcy catechisms, 
hymns, and poems. 

* My temper at that time seemed quite suitable 
to her wishes ; I had little inclination to the noisy 
sports of children, but was best pleased when in 
her company ; and always as ready to learn, as 
she was to teach me. 

' How far the best education mHy fall short 
of reaching the heart, will strongly sqppear in the 
sequel of my history ; yet, I think, Ux the encou- 
ragement of pious parents to go on in the good 
way of doing their part faithfully to form their 
children's minds, 1 may properly propose myself 
as an instance. 

* Though, in process of time, I sinned away all 
the advantages of these early impressions, yet 
they were for a great while a restraint upon me, 
they returned again and again, and it was yery 
long before I could wholly shake them off; and 
when the Lord at length opened my eyes, I found 
a great beneflt from the recollection of them. 

* Further, my dear mother, besides the pains she 
took with me, often commended me with many 
prayers and tears to God ; and I doubt not but I 
reap the fruits of these very prayers to this 
hour. 

' My mother observed my early progress with 
peculiar pleasure ; and intended from the first to 
bring me up with a view to the ministry, if the 
liord should so incline my heart In my sixtk 
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yeAr 1 began to learn Latin ; but before I had time 
to know much about it, the intended plan of mj 
education was broke short. The Lord's designs 
were far beyond the yiews of an earthly parent. 
He was pleased to reserve me for an unusual 
proof of his patience, providence, and grace, and 
therefore overruled the purpose of my friends by 
depriving me of this excellent parent, when I was 
something under seven years of age. I was bom 
Jaly the 24th, 1725, and she died the 11th of that 
month, 1732.' 

The subsequent part of Newton's life is too well 
knowD^ to make a repetition of it at length neces* 
sary here. He became for many years the captain 
of a slave vessel, and made several voyages to the 
eoast of Africa, to promote the infamous traffic 
in human beings. He sunk into the lowest depths 
of vice; though several times even during this 
period of his life he experienced remarkable de- 
liverances ; and the hand of God, which was gra- 
ciously extended to preserve him from finally 
sinking into the destruction he sought for himself, 
at length gradually drew him out of the mire, and 
set his feet upon a rock. The truth dawned upon 
his mind, and from that time he consecrated him- 
self as completely to the service of God, as he had 
done before to that of Satan. 

' Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?' 
Who shall despond then, however gloomy for a 
time the prospect may seem, concerning any soul 
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which has been the subject of the prayers of a 
Christian mother ? M . 



THE REV. RICHARD CECIL. 

The Rev. Richard Cecil, like the subject of the 
preceding sketch, was indebted to a pious mother 
for fixing in his mind those strong and early im* 
pressions of religion, which subsequent days of 
thoughtlessness and sin could never erase. For 
many years he openly professed infidel principles ; 
but so deeply had the truths which he had heard 
from his infancy sunk into his mind, that there 
never was a moment in which it could be said, 
that he really disbelieved them. 

He thus writes on the subject. — ^ The influence 
of the parental character in children is not to be 
calculated. Consistency is the great feature which 
impresses them. The implantation of principles 
is of unspeakable importance, especially when 
culled from time to time out of the Bible. The 
child feels his parent's authority, supported by the 
Bible, and the authority of the Bible supported by 
his parents' weight and influence. Here are data, 
fixed data ; a man can very seldom get rid of these 
principles. They stand in his way : he wishes to 
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forget them, perhaps, but it is impossible. Where 
parental influence does not convert, it hampers ; — 
it hangs on the wheels of evil. 

' I had a pious mother, who dropped things in 
my way. I could never rid myself of them. I 
was a professed infidel, but then I liked to be an 
infidel in company, rather than when alone; I was 
wretched when by myself. These principles, and 
maxims, and data, spoiled my jollity; with my 
companions, I could sometimes stifle them, — like 
embers we kept one-another warm. Besides, I 
was here a sort of hero ; I had beguiled several 
of my associates into my own opinions, and I 
had to maintain a character before them; but I 
could not divest myself of my better principles. 
I went with one of my companions to see ' The 
Minor ; * he could laugh heartily at Mother Cole — 
I could not. He saw in her the picture of all who 
talked about religion — £ knew better. The ridi* 
cnle on regeneration was high sport to him; 
to me it was none: — it could not move my 
features. He knew no difference between rege- 
neration and transubstantiation — I did. I knew 
there was such a thing. I was afraid and ashamed 
to laugh at it. 

*• Parental influence thus cleaves to a man, — it 
harasses him, — it throws itself continually in his 
way. My mother,' he adds, ^ would talk to me, 
and weep as she talked. I flung out of the house 
with an oath, but wept too, when I got into the 
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street* Sympathj is the powerful engine of a 
mother. 

' When I was a child, and a yery wicked one 
too, one of Dr. Watts's hymns sent me to weep in 
a comer. The liyes in Janeway*s Token had the 
same effect. I felt, the inflaence of faith. in suf- 
fering Christians. The character of yonng Samuel 
came home to me when nothing else had any hold 
on my mind.' 

But his convictions did not terminate here; 
though sunk in the depths of sin, and hardening 
his conscience by reading books of infidelity, and 
endeavouring to instil the same principles into 
others, it pleased God by his Spirit to rouse his 
mind to reflections which g^ve a turn to his future 
life. Lying one night in bed, he was contem- 
plating the case of his mother. ' I see,' said he 
within himself, ' two unquestionable facts ; first, 
my mother is greatly afflicted in circumstances, 
both body and mind ; and yet I see that she cheer- 
fully bears up under all by the support she derives 
from constantly retiring to her closet, and her Bible. 

* Secondly ; that she has a secret spring of com- 
fort, of which I know nothing, while I, who give 
an unbounded loose to my appetites, and seek 
pleasure by every means, seldom or never find it* 
If, however, there is any such secret in religion, 
why may not I find it as well as my mother ! I 
will immediately seek it of God. He instantly 
rose in his bed, and began to pray. But he was 
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soon damped in his attempt by recollecting that 
much of his mother's comfort seemed to arise 
from her faith in Christ. Now, thought he, this 
Christ have I ridiculed. He stands much in my 
way, and can form no part in my prayers. In 
utter confusion of mind, therefore, he lay down 
again. Next day, however, he continued to pray 
to the Supreme Being ; he began to consult books, 
and to attend preachers : his diflSculties were gra- 
dually removed, his objections answered, and his 
course of life began to amend. 

' He now listened to the pious admonitions 
of his mother, which he had before affected to 
receive with pride and scorn. Yet they had fixed 
themselves in his heart like a barbed arrow ; and 
though the effects were at the time concealed from 
her observation, yet tears would fall from his eyes 
as he passed along the street, from the impression 
she had left on his mind. 

' Now he would discourse with her and hear her 
without outrage; which led her to hope that a 
gracious principle was forming in his heart ; and 
more especially as he then attended the preaching 
of the word. Light broke gradually into his mind, 
till he discovered that Jesus Christ was the only 
*' way, the truth, and the life " to all diat come 
unto God by him. 

*■ Not long after he became decided for religion 
he lost his excellent mother; whose death was 
made of singular benefit to him. 
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* For many years after he entered on the ministry 
of the gospel, he was a most useful and laborious 
minister, faithfully preaching the truth he had 
once denied. And having '* fought the good 
fight, and kept the faith/' he '' finished his coarse 
with joy." M. 



THE REV. BASIL WOOD. 

The personal narrative of this excellent man is 
concise and simple. His course was mild, uni- 
form, and settled; and he owed much of his 
extensive usefulness, and of the attachments and 
respect which attend his memory, to the very 
circumstance of his having been for so many 
years, consistent and stationary. Far the oldest 
clergyman, and perhaps the oldest resident in the 
neighbourhood : who had seen one generation die, 
and another grow up around him, and a third 
pressing forward into active life; while he re- 
mained the unshaken and venerable- friend and 
adviser, and guardian of race after race, who found 
him where their fathers had left him, and beaming 
with the same affectionate and holy sympathies 
which had endeared him to those who had gone 
before, whose youth he had nurtured, whose man- 
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hood he had counselled, and who had preceded 
him to heaven. 

y He was the only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow/' Of less than thirteen months, which 
had elapsed, from the day of her marriage to the 
birth of her sole earthly hope, at Richmond, 
Surrey, on the 5th of August, 1760, nearly seven 
had passed in desolate loneliness: for she had 
lost her beloved partner within six months after 
their union. But her desolation was not without 
far better support than the dearest earthly comforter 
could have afforded her ; for by the divine mercy, 
through the spiritual counsels • of affectionate 
friends, her affliction was the means of leading her 
to God; and she was thus enabled to commit herself, 
a widow, and her fatherless child, to Him who has 
invited the fatherless and widows to put their 
trust in Him. 

It was to her maternal instructions and example 
under the divine blessing that her affectionate son, 
ever attributed it, that he had early learned to 
love the ways of God. 

She had borne him in sorrow, she had committed 
his feeble infancy to the care of that fatherly 
providence which had been ever her support, and 
which he was often accustomed to say had been 
his also. She had nurtured him in the ways of 
God and the love of his Redeemer. She was 
spared to see him enter the sacred ministry, and 
become an honoured instrument of spiritual 
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benefit to others, as a faithfol and affectionate 
servant of Christ; and then she departed in peace to 
that better world, where he has now rejoined her^ 

An inspired penman did not detach the name 
of Timothy from Lois and Eunice ; and the best 
instruction of this narrative would be lost if it 
were not shown how faithful God is to his pro- 
mises to those parents who make it their first 
endeavour to brinp up their children in '' the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord/' How 
affecting, in after life, are the reminiscences of a 
sainted mother's tears, how indelible her hallowed 
lessons, how powerful her prayers ! 

Let parents, let children listen, and oh that the 
latter may be able to do so with devout sjrmpathy, 
and the former with consolation, and both without 
occasion for self-reproach, to the declarations of 
this venerable man respecting his only parent; 
for he had never gazed on the countenance of a 
father, and had he rejected her maternal counsels 
there was no rude hand to curb the impetuosity 
of headstrong youth. But the promises of God 
are to the weak as well as to the strong, and the 
desolate mother who makes him her confidence 
and would bring up her fatherless children only 
to his glory, adding her example to her instruc- 
tions, and her prayers to her tears, may cherish a 
consoling confidence, that God will not forsake 
her nor frustrate her pious endeavours. 

But then let her be, what this excellent woman 
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was, not a soft sentimental professor of religion, 
not a flippant caviller or captious controvertist 
about speculative theorisms ; not a woman talking 
of godliness and living to the world, not a giddy 
pursuer after new doctrines, new societies, new 
preachers, and neglecting all that is vital, holy, 
and energetic in the faith and practice of a dis- 
ciple of Jesus Christ; but * a lovely ornament,' 
for so this afiectionate son pictures his revered 
mother, '< of the truth as it is in Jesus,'' adding, 
' The whole of her deportment was calculated to 
win my early attention to religion. I saw in her 
what it could do ; how happy, how cheerful, how 
humble, how holy, how lovely in life, and after- 
wards in death, how full of mercy and good fruits, 
it could render the happy possessor. 

Yet with this amiable lustre of character, while 
no other person doubted of her eternal safety, she 
was full of doubts and fears herself. Yet a hope 
she had — a good hope through grace, which she 
would not give up, though she rejoiced with 
trembling ; and when sickness and infirmity came 
upon her, and the mortal frame was sinking in 
lassitude and depression, this hope became more 
animated, and waxed brighter and brighter to the 
perfect day. 

* When she believed her end to be approaching,' 
continues her filial biographer, ' God visited her 
soul with more peculiar manifestations of the 
light of his divine countenance, and she seemed 

T 
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to be gradually filled with unspeakable joy as the 
day drew nigh which for ever terminated all her 
sorrow. 

' After she was unable to write, she dictated to 
the Tenerable clergyman, her pastor, her dying 
farewell, in which she says, ' I am dying, but not 
afraid ; I trust I am going to my Father's house. 
I never was so happy in all the days of my life! 
I would write to tell you what my soul feels in 
this blessed prospect. I do not doubt of meeting 
you in heaven, and my dear child too.' 

And she has met him, now after the lapse of 
nearly half a century ; he has rejoined her, and 
who can say that in that world of knowledge and 
recognition, he may not even look back with love 
and gratitude to those maternal prayers, and hal- 
lowed instructions, which his God and Father so 
eminently blessed and answered. 

The same evening on which she dictated the 
above letter, she addressed her son in language 
which, now that he is also removed from this 
earthly scene, becomes doubly emphatic. On his 
return from his labours at his church of St. 
Peters, she accosted him thus : * O ! I am very 
happy ; I am going to my mansion in the skies. 
I shall soon be there, and I shall be glad to 
receive you to it ! You shall come in to go out 
no more! If ever you have a family, tell your 
children they had a grandmother who feared Gody 
and found the comfort of it on her death-bed ; 



ON EARLY PARENTAL INSTRUCTION. 275 

and tell yoar partner I shall be happy to see her 
in heaven. Son, I exhort yon to preach the 
gospel ; preach it faithfully and boldly ; fear not 
the face of man ; endeavour to put in a word 
of comfort to the humble believer, to poor weak 
souls. I heartily wish you success ; may you be 
useful to the souls of many.' 

Towards the conclusion of the evening, she 
addressed her son, in words which he delighted to 
repeat. When, after speaking of the boundless 
love of Christ, and his salvation, she added, * It 
is a glorious salvation, a free, unmerited salva- 
tion ; a full, complete salvation ; a perfect, eternal 
salvation : it is a deliverance from every enemy ; 
it is a supply of every want; it is all I can now 
wish for in death; it is all I shall want in 
eternity.' 

Thus did the sainted mother, of her now sainted 
son, breathe out her soul for a few days more, till 
she was peacefully translated, from her couch 
of sickness, to her eternal rest. The beloved son's 
name was the last upon her lips, and truly was 
her hope respecting him fulfilled; that hope 
which she expressed, by repeating to him the 
words of a friend, who, adopting the consolation 
offered to Monica respecting Augustine, had said, 
^ Go home, and make yourself easy: the child 
of those tears can never perish.' 

The son of this admirable woman early began 
to follow in her steps. Of his youthful days few 

T a 
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relics can now be traced, bat fix>m his very child- 
hood the opening germ of piety seemed implanted 
within him, so that he would often say, that he 
scarcely knew when the Holy Spirit first began 
to impress his youthful heart, though he was led 
more decidedly to devote himself to God at about 
the age of thirteen, in consequence chiefly of the 
pious and affectionate letters of his excellent 
mother. 

His ministry was eminently blessed to the con- 
version of souls ; and his instructions to the young, 
for whom he ever cherished the tenderest affec- 
tion, will be remembered by thousands of the 
rising generation, and of those now in mature 
life. Christian Observer. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER 

IN THE 

LIFE OF THE REV. LEGH RICHMOND, 

BY HIS DAUGHTER. 

Religion was unfolded to us in its most attrac- 
tive form. We saw that it was a happy thing to 
be a Christian. My father was exempt from 
gloom and melancholy, and entered with life and 
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cheerfulness into all our sports. But we should 
not have been thus happy in domestic affection, 
had not our beloved father carefully trained us 
in the religion of Jesus Christ. This was his 
chief concern, his hourly endeavour. He did not 
talk much with us about religion, hut the books, 
studies, and even amusements, to which he di- 
rected us, shewed that God was in all his 
thoughts, and that his great aim was, to prepare 
his children for heaven. 

Religion was practically taught in all he said 
and did, and recommended to us in his lovely 
domestic character, more powerfully than in any 
other way. He had a thousand winning ways to 
lead an infant's mind to God, and explain to us 
the love of the Saviour to little children. It was 
then our first impressions were received; and 
though for a time they were obscured, hy youthful 
vanities, they were never totally erased. He lived 
to see them, in some instances, ripened into true 
conversion. 

It was his custom, when we were very young, 
to pray with us alone ; he used to take us by 
tarns into his study, and memory still recalls the 
simple language, and affecting earnestness,^with 
which he pleaded for the conversion of his child. 
I used to weep hecause he wept, though I under<- 
stood and felt little of his meaning, but I saw 
it was all love, and this my earliest impression 
was associated with the idea, that it was religion 
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which made him love as so tenderly, and that 
prayer was an expression of that love. I was led 
in this way to pray for those who were kind to 
me, as dear papa did. 



DR. ALEXANDER WAUGH. 

To the habits of devotion, which characterized 
his father's house, he frequently, in after-life, 
reverted with the most lively feelings of grateful 
delight. He was wont often to quote the striking 
expressions used by his father in family prayer, 
and in expounding the scriptures to his house- 
hold, including, on occasions of special solem- 
nity, the hinds and cotters, with their ass^nbled 
families. 

He mentioned, that when his father happened 
to be from home, the family devotions were con- 
ducted by his mother ; as at this time indeed was 
the practice generally observed by religious mis- 
tresses of families. Of the impression made upon 
his heart by these sacred services, and by other 
congenial scenes of domestic piety, Dr. Waugh 
would often talk to his own family in after years, 
with tears in his eyes ; and to the purifying and 
soul-ennobling influence of such scenes, not a 
little of the simplicity, tenderness, and elevation 
of his own character, may be clearly traced. 
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The most marked peculiarities of bis habits, 
of thought and feeling, were evidently formed at 
a very early period, under bis father's hallowed 
roof, and in the pastoral seclusion of his native 
moorlands. The substratum of character at least^ 
where it possesses any natural depth, is laid pro- 
bably at a much earlier period of life than most 
persons are aware of; and though the surface 
may be afterwards moulded and modified, as 
manners are superinduced, and the mind care- 
fully cultivated, or allowed to run to waste ' like 
an unweeded garden,' yet the intrinsic qualities 
of the intellectual soil, and the peculiar flavour 
f its fruits, are in most cases subsequently sus- 
ceptible of but little substantial alteration. 

Concerning his mother. Dr. Waugh has left the 
following account. — * Piety and meekness, and 
the tenderest regard for the happiness of her chil- 
dren, formed the outline of her character. Bom 
of eminently pious parents, Alexander Johnstone, 
(farmer in East Gordon,) and Elizabeth Waugh, 
her mind, at an early period, was formed to the 
love of goodness. Through life she maintained 
the character of a godly, modest, and inoffensive 
woman. Her devotions were regular and fervent : 
the law of kindness to all was on her lips ; but 
towards her children, her affection was uncom- 
monly strong; and her religious principles di- 
rected her affection into the path of tender solici- 
tude about their eternal welfare. By prayer, by 
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exhortation, by example, and by many tears, did 
she study to advance our knowledge of the true 
Crod, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 

' She had herself experienced the sweetness of 
unaffected godliness, and was greatly concerned 
that her children also might '* taste and see that 
the Lord is gracious.'' A warm-hearted and pru- 
dent mother will exert almost unlimited influence 
over her children, during the first six or eight 
years of their life; a period of all others when 
the heart is most susceptible of deep and lasting 
impressions. 

The Divine Author of our frame hath thus in 
his infinite goodness, furnished a pious mother 
with efficient means of moulding the tempers of 
her children, and implanting in their tender minds 
those principles of piety and virtue, which will 
excite them to every thing great and excellent in 
conduct, and prepare them, as immortal beings, 
for the high destinies of a never-ending existence. 
She will lead her tender and interesting charge to 
the feet of the good Shepherd, to fill their glowing 
bosoms with high admiration of his condescension 
and grace ; by reminding them, that when parents 
brought their children to Him, whilst he sojourned 
on earth, he laid his hands on them and blessed 
them; and that now when he is exalted to the 
skies, he still promises '* to gather the lambs with 
his arm, and carry them in his bosom.'' 

Solomon frequently adverts with great tender- 
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ness to the pioas counsels of his mother. Timothy 
appears to have been instructed when a child, by 
his mother and grandmother, in the knowledge 
of the scriptures , and it would be difficult to find 
an instance of children brought up in the fear 
of God, and the love of the Saviour, while their 
mother shewed no marked solicitude to cherish a 
life of piety in her family. 

What an incalculable blessing to the church — 
what a glorious prospect of the revival of religion, 
to behold our young females, amidst all the amia- 
ble and useful accomplishments which adorn their 
sex, engraving the words of Solomon on the frame 
and temper of their hearts — " Favour is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain : but a woman that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised.'' 

Few men have attained to high eminence, either 
in science or religion, who have not expressed 
deep-felt gratitude for the example, and counsels, 
and prayers, of an afiectionate and pious mother ; 
and in the case of Dr. Waugh, this grateful feel^ 
ing was strikingly manifested. It were injustice 
to her memory, not to record most prominently the 
reverential aflfection with which he ever spoke 
of the character of his mother. It was his delight 
to breathe into the ears of his own children, the 
story of her piety and kindness. To her he 
looked back, even at the age of three-score and 
ten, with all the humility and fondness of a child ; 
and when, nearly forty years after her death, he 
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heard the summons issued that was to gather hiiQ 
to his fathers, his filial tenderness even then 
prompted the wish, that his pillow could have 
been softened by the hand of his mother, and his 
heart refreshed and strengthened by her prayers. 
Thus recommending on his death-bed, the per- 
formance of that duty to which he ever was so 
anxious to direct the attention of the young, — 
'' Honour thy father and thy mother, that it may 
be well with thee." 

The laudable exertions of this excellent parent, 
in the religious education of her children, were 
followed by a rich recompence of reward. With 
a mind constituted like hers, she tasted the sweet- 
est of all pleasures, in beholding her diree children 
give satisfactory evidence of fearing God from 
their youth. 

Elizabeth, her only daughter, experienced in 
her childhood the fulfilment of God's gracious 
promise, " They that seek me early shall find me.'' 
She was equal to her mother in tender sensibility, 
in ardent piety, and in the faithful discharge of 
every Christian and domestic duty, as a wife, as a 
mother, and as a friend. 

She had a numerous family of children, towards 
whom her heart yearned with all the kindly affec- 
tions ; but her chief and deepest solicitude was 
ever occupied about their eternal interests ; in her 
estimation infinitely more important than to see 
them in possession of thousands of gold and silvec 
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They were indeed children of many pious counsels 
and fervent prayers. Her dying chamber was like 
'^ the gate of heaven." The affections of her heart 
seemed to be altogether overpowered, whilst con- 
templating the unsearchable riches of sovereign 
grace, and telling the members of her family, and 
Christian friends who came to visit her, what God 
had done for her soul. 

So long as she was able to express her feelings, 
the high praises of redeeming love were contir 
nually on her lips. On the evening of October 
27, 1809, when her articulation had become so 
indistinct that it was with great difficulty she 
could make herself to be understood, the last 
request she made to her family was, to sing the 
twenty-third psalm. Her lips were perceived to 
move all the time they were singing, and in about 
ten minutes after, she breathed her last, without a 
struggle or groan, and fell peacefully asleep in 
the arms of her God and Saviour. 

Thomas, the eldest son, appears to have been 
decidedly religious in early life, and after a con- 
sistent Christian course, died August 8th, 1 820, in 
the full assurance of faith. 

On his death-bed. Dr. Waugh spoke of his 
mother, and said, ' If I could see my mother at 
this moment, it would make me leap for joy.' The 
feelings which the idea of his grand-children had 
awakened, led him back to his infancy; and a 
mother's tenderness is the charm of life's early 
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and liveliest scenes. We have often remarked, 
in the old and feeble, a tendency to dwell on the 
idea of a mother's care, the helplessness she che- 
rished is brought to their recollection by infirmi- 
ties, under which no human aid can strengthen, 
and the voice of consolation is doubly sweet, 
when it soothes with a patience, and a skill, and 
a softness like hers. With what rapture would 
he meet a mother so revered and loved, amongst 
the spirits of the just, take up her song, and hear 
her join him in sa3ring, '' Magnify the Lord with 
me, and let us exalt his name." 

Life of Dr. A. Waugh. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE LIFE 

OF 

MRS. ISABELLA GRAHAM. 

The life of Mrs. Isabella Graham contains several 
striking instances of the manner in which God 
hears and answers the prayers of his people, on 
behalf of their children, when they are cast in 
faith upon him. 

Mrs. Graham thus writes, in a paper dated New 
York, Oct. 10th, 1791. * I have cast my fatherless 
children on the Lord, and he has begun to make 
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good my confidence. One thing, one thing only, 
have I asked for them, leaving every thing else to 
be bestowed or withheld, as consisting with that. 
I seek for my children and myself, first of all, 
^' the kingdom of God.'' My God, from day to 
day, adds many other comforts, and strengthens 
my hopes, by promising appearances that the 
grain of mustard seed is sown in the hearts of my 
three daughters. They have joined themselves to 
the people of God, and I have reason to think the 
Lord has ratified their surrender of themselves to 
Him ; He has made them willing for the time, and 
He will hedge them in to the choice they have 
made.' 

In October 1st, 1794, after the lapse of mily 
three years from the date of the foregoing paper, 
Mrs. Graham writes : " Return unto thy rest, O 
my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee. Blessed be the Lord for he hath shewed 
me his marvellous loving kindness in a strong 
city," the city of refuge. " Thou hast given me 
my heart's desire, and hast not withholden the 
request of my lips." One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, and through life sought after, for 
myself, and the children thou hast given me ; that 
all the days of our lives we might dwell in the 
house of the Lord, behold bis beauty, and inquire 
in his holy temple, that in the time of trouble he 
would hide us in his pavilion, in the secret of his 
tabernacle, and set our feet upon a rock. 
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. * Thou husband of the widow ! thou father of 
the fatherless! how fully, how manifestly hast 
thou fulfilled these relations to thy worthless 
servant ! 

* Thou, in my early widowhood, calledst upon 
me to leave my fatherless children on thee, an- 
nexing the promise, that thou wouldest save tbem 
alive. Thou didst put it in my heart to plead the 
promise, in a spiritual sense, to ask, to wait, to 
hope for the new birth, the life which Christ died 
to purchase, and lives to bestow. In three of these 
fatherless I have seen thy work. Long did'the 
grain of mustard-seed lie buried amongst the 
weeds of worldly-mindedness ; long were my hopes 
and fears alternated ; but now the blessed disci- 
pline of the covenant has been exercised. I have 
witnessed it, I have felt it, suffered the rod with 
them, and for them ; but waited for the fruits in 
hope, and glory to thee, dear husband and father: 
I have not waited in vain. Thou hast written 
vanity, and opened our eyes to read vanity written 
on every earthly enjoyment, except so far as thou 
art enjoyed in them. Thou hast enabled, not only 
thy aged servant, but thy young ones, to put a 
blank into thy hand, and to say. Choose thou for 
us. We take hold of thy covenant, and choose it 
for our portion. Is not this. Lord, the full account 
of my desires ? Thou wilt finish the work in thy 
own time, and by means of thy appointing. Amen. 
Lord do as thou hast said.' 
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In a paper dated October 4th, 1795, Mrs. 
Graham thus records the death of one of the 
above-mentioned daughters. 

' This day two months, the Lord delivered my 
Jessie, His Jessie, from a body of sin and death ; 
finished the good v^ork he had begun, perfected 
what concerned her, trimmed her lamp, and car- 
ried her triumphing through ** the valley of the 
shadow of death.'' She overcame through the 
blood of the Lamb. I rejoiced in the Lord's work ; 
and was thankful, that the one, the only thing I 
had asked for her, was now completed. I saw 
her delivered from much corruption within, from 
strong and peculiar temptation without. I had 
seen her often staggering, sometimes falling, 
under the rod. I had heard her earnestly wish 
for deliverance from sin ; and when death ap- 
proached, she was more than satisfied— said she 
had been a great sinner, but she had a great 
Saviour ; praised him, and thanked him, for all 
his dealings with her, for hedging her in, for 
chastening her, and even prayed that sin and 
corruption might be destroyed, if the body should 
be dissolved to effect it. The Lord fulfilled her 
desire, and, I may add, mine. He lifted upon her 
the light of his countenance— revived her languid 
graces — ^increased her faith and hope — loosed her 
from earthly concerns, and made her rejoice in the 
stability of his covenant, and to sing, — <AI1 is 
well, all is well : good is the will of the Lord.' 
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CONCLUSION. 

It would be easy to maltiply instances, of a kind 
similar to those already g^ven, of the blessed fruits 
of early parental instruction, and it would be a 
pleasant and useful task to collect a volume of 
such examples, for the encouragement of Christian 
mothers. 

Luther, Lord Bacon, Bishop Hall, George Her- 
bert, Halyburton, Hervey, Colonel Gardiner, 
Swartz, and Brainerd are all recorded by their 
biographers to have- been first led by liieir mothers 
in the wayevtfitetin^. •r 

Baxter, John Howe, Jonathan Edwards, Wit- 
sius. Bates, Fleury, Watts, Dwight, the Cottons, 
Mathers and Mahews of North America, Mrs. 
Hutchinson, Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe, and Mrs. 
Dwight all derived, from the united efforts of both 
their parents, the richest spiritual instruction and 
blessing. ." What shall we then say to these 
things ? " That the promises of a covenant God 
have not failed, and cannot fail ; and that '^ blessed 
is she that believeth, for there shall be a perform- 
ance \of those things which were spoken to her by 
the Lord." M. 
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